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CONCEPTS AND TERMS  

 

 

GMS 2008: Goa Migration Study 2008 

Emigrants are defined as members of the household who had moved out of Goa and 

were living outside India at the time of Goa Migration Study 2008 

Return emigrants are members of the household who, in the past, had emigrated out of 

India but had return to Goa and were members of the household at the time of Goa 

Migration Study 2008 

Out-migrants are defined as members of the household who had moved out of Goa and 

were living outside Goa but within India at the time of Goa Migration Study 2008 

Return out-migrants are members of the household who, in the past, had migrated out 

of Goa to other parts of India but had returned to Goa and were member of the household 

at the time of Goa Migration Study 2008 

Total remittances include remittances received directly by the households and also those 

received by the institutions into Goa from all parts of the world 

Household remittances are defined as part of remittances received by households from 

abroad through different channels. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In Goa, 12 per cent households had an emigrant currently living abroad and another 4 per 

cent of the households had a return emigrant who was abroad as per the Goa Migration 

Survey (GMS) conducted among 6000 households in 2008.  

 

Emigration from Goa is highly concentrated with respect to origin, both geographically 

and culturally. Salcete Taluk accounts for 50 per cent of emigrant households;  Christians 

account for 74 per cent of emigrants. 

 

The GMS, in its survey of 718 emigrant households, has found a Goan diaspora in 43 

countries of the world. The actual number of countries could be much larger. Fifty six per 

cent of Goa emigrants currently live in the Gulf region. Another 13 per cent are in 

Europe, 11 per cent in South and South East Asia, 10 per cent are in North America. One 

unique feature of Goa emigrants is that about 7 per cent of them are working in ships. 

 

Sixty-two per cent of the emigrants leaves Goa at the prime working ages of 20-39. 

Similarly, fifty-eight per cent of the emigrants has a minimum of secondary level of 

education compared to 28 per cent among the general population. Among the emigrants, 

females are better educated than the males. Thirty six per cent of the female emigrants are 

degree holders compared to just 26 per cent among the male emigrants. 

 

The average cost of migration incurred by a Goa emigrant was Rs. 62,000. The most 

expensive item is money paid to the recruitment agencies, i.e., Rs. 28,000 or 45.7 per cent 

of the total cost. Next in importance was the air-ticket, which costs on an average Rs. 

18,000 or 28.5 per cent. 
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Like emigration, remittances are also highly concentrated: 36 per cent in Salcete Taluk 

and 72 per cent among Christians.  

 

Most households, 82 per cent, used the remittances for daily subsistence. Nearly a third 

of the households used it for educational expenses of their household members. More 

than a quarter of the households deposited it in banks. One-fifth of remittances were used 

for building house and purchasing land. 

 

Remittances to Goa (Rs. 700 crores) have a significant effect on the economy. 

Remittances are 6.3 per cent of the State Domestic Product of Goa. Remittances are one-

third of the revenue receipt of Goa but only 6 per cent of the Government expenditure. 

 

The population of Goa invests large sums of money for the education of children and 

treatment of different kinds of ailments. Migrant households play an important role in 

fuelling the cost of education and medical treatment by their tendency to put their 

children in private unaided and self-financing educational institutions and visiting the 

private and super specialty hospitals in Goa, respectively. 

 

Emigration has indeed caused increased consumption of modern consumer durables and 

raised the standard of living of Goan households, particularly those with migrants. 

 

The GMS has shown that the migrant households enjoy a higher level of consumption 

compared to the non-migrant households. Similarly, the average levels of savings and 

investment of the migrant households are higher than that of the non-migrant households.  

 

The social impact of migration is assessed by the special survey conducted among 

women left behind and the elderly population of Goa.  
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Among the social problems faced by women left behind, loneliness occupies the number 

one position, both among young women (below 30 years) and older women (above 30 

years). The second problem is the burden of added responsibilities at home in the absence 

of husbands, and finally, insecurity. Incidentally, one out of 10 women also felt that 

bringing up children in the absence of husbands was a problem. 

 

While emigrants bring in remittances and the women and elderly left behind are 

economically well off and enjoy all economic benefits, the other side of the picture is that 

socially, they are isolated, lonely and burdened with additional responsibilities. 

 

POLICY PRESCRIPTION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

In 2008, an emigrant in Goa spent, on an average, 30 per cent of the total cost of 

migration on air travel. Introducing several flights from Goa will reduce the cost of air 

tickets as well as ease the return home of the Goan emigrants. This is crucial in view of 

the fact that about 31 per cent of Goans never returned home as stated by the wives left 

behind. Therefore, the Department of Non-Resident Indian Affairs (DNIA) should 

request both Air India and private airlines to introduce direct flights from Goa to all Gulf 

countries as well as to the United States of America, United Kingdom and Australia to 

reduce the cost of emigration.  

 

The average cost of emigration in Goa works out to Rs.61,911. Of which the money paid 

to registered, unregistered recruitment agents and individual agents comprises 52 per 

cent.  The Government of Goa should be directly involved in recruitment through DNIA 

and also take steps to regulate the recruitment agencies in Goa. By regulating and 

reducing the cost, Goans could be stimulated to emigrate in large numbers and improve 

their savings and remittances. 
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DNIA should introduce pre-departure training for all emigrants and make it mandatory 

before they leave Goa for work. 

 

Students comprise 6 per cent of the emigrants from Goa. The Government should invest 

in higher educational institutions and request private agencies to start international 

schools to meet the demand for higher education in Goa 

 

DNIA should initiate insurance schemes to cover the health, repatriation and other needs 

of all emigrants, including scholarships for their children. 

 

DNIA should set up training institutes in partnership with the private sector for skill 

upgradation, capacity building, certification and attestation of technical skills of the 

prospective emigrants so that they can bargain for better wages and working conditions in 

the countries of destination. 

 

DNIA should initiate issue of Identity Cards to both Emigrants and Return Emigrants so 

as to facilitate Government assistance in insurance, pre-departure training, help in the 

countries of destination and rehabilitation on return, if required. 

 

DNIA should organize an annual meet for emigrants and return emigrants in Goa so that 

they can air their genuine grievances. DNIA could encourage and support Goan-based 

organizations at the countries of destination to help each other. 

 

DNIA should set up international schools to cater to the needs of the children of 

emigrants. DNIA should think of conducting youth festivals for the children of emigrants 

and return emigrants. 
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DNIA should think of setting up a Welfare Fund to meet the financial needs of both 

emigrants and return emigrants. 

 

DNIA should organize a meeting of all banks (both public and private) and request them 

to design new insurance schemes and other saving instruments to suit the needs of both 

emigrants and return emigrants as a special group. Banks in Goa should provide loans for 

prospective emigrants to meet the costs of migration, help them to save money during 

their stay abroad and give them loans to start new enterprises on their return. 

 

DNIA should think of introducing pension schemes for all return emigrants.   

 

 DNIA should organize meetings with family members of the emigrants left behind – 

parents, wives and children – at the taluk level so as to assess their problems and help 

them out. 
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CHAPTER 1 

 

EMIGRATION FROM GOA: A HISTORICAL VIEW 

1.  Introduction 

Goans have been migrating before, during and after the colonial times. From the 

beginning of the sixteenth century, Goa became the earliest territory in the non-western 

world that was exposed to Western culture and values. The influence of the new Western 

culture, or rather, that fusion of Eastern and Western cultures that the Goans grew up 

with, encouraged traditions of knowledge, honesty and hard work and opened to the 

doors to the world to Goans, providing them with a distinct advantage wherever they 

went. The influence of Christianity, Western education and cultural syncretism endowed 

the Goans with an inclusive identity and facilitated their migration and adaptation to new 

and different cultural contexts. Goans have played a very significant part, although not 

often fully recognised, in the creation of modern Indian culture in different areas of life 

and art. 

The Goan identity has been acknowledged as being unique and has been appreciated 

universally. The opinion poll held in Goa in 1967, during which Goans decided against 

merging Goa with any other neighbouring state, speaks volumes for the determination of 

the Goans in preserving their unique cultural identity and autonomy. Their cultural 

identity earned national recognition when on May 31, 1987 Goa became the 25th state in 

the Republic of India.  

Goans living in different parts of the world have carved out a world of their own on the 

solid foundation of their ancient culture. A significant portion of Goa’s prosperity is 

accounted for by international migration.i Remittances have enabled Goans to step up 

their investment in education, real estate and housing considerably. Besides accounting 

for large remittances, the migrants have also served as unofficial ambassadors of an 

inclusive and unique culture. It is obvious that migration studies help to understand the 

identity of the emigrants who, in many instances, never returned to their country of 
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origin. The more connected they feel to their original identity, culture and heritage, the 

greater will be their contribution to their country of origin in terms of remittances or as 

unofficial ambassadors. 

The long history of Goan emigrants has been captured in the very emotional Goan song 

in Konkani ‘Adeus Korchea Vellar’ (The Time to Say Goodbye). It conveys the 

sentiments of a people who have known the price of separation from a land that is so full 

of scenic beauty, so peaceful yet lacking in employment opportunities.ii Goa was a 

Portuguese enclave for over four centuries; it had clearly demarcated political boundaries. 

Naturally, migration to destinations outside Goa involved crossing national boundaries. 

Obviously, any out-migration to India before Goa was integrated into the Indian Union 

was perceived as international. Christian (Catholic) Goans had a higher geographical and 

occupational mobility because of their easy adaptability to any environment, their cultural 

openness and hospitable nature. Education was a strong factor influencing emigration. 

Modern life has created serious problems for the migrants as well as concerns for the host 

countries and countries of origin. Violation of human rights of migrant workers and of 

their families have led governments to initiate campaigns for informing citizens about 

their rights and obligations and preparing emigrants to solve their severe problems at the 

place of destination.  From the beginning of the twentieth century, nations have been 

paying greater attention to the grievance and difficulties of the emigrants. Concerns, 

issues and problems of the emigrants have been debated at the national level since 

suitable solutions often eluded them, except for a perception that solutions needed to be 

global and sustainable.   

Several nations have embarked on scientific studies of migration movements and its 

dynamics in recent decades using new data from surveys and they claim to have greater 

control over migration for enacting legislation. Attempts are being made in initiating 

policies and schemes for migrants’ welfare in the sending countries and also for 

involving the migrants in the development of the origin countries. In spite of the Goan 

emigration spanning centuries and becoming worldwide, the phenomenon has not yet 

been examined in depth. The task is not going to be easy due to lack of reliable records.  
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The Portuguese administration of Goa was not in the practice of registering the number of 

Goan emigrants. 

In the years of the Great Depression, the Portuguese Law Commission in Goa had 

appointed a committee of inquiry to study the social and economic conditions of Goans in 

British India and to recommend the means for securing the wellbeing of the migrants. 

This committee received support from the civil and ecclesiastical authorities and from the 

entire Goan community which offered financial and medical assistance. As a result a 

Goan Emigration Fund was created.iii The committee organised relief work, including a 

subsistence allowance to the poor Goans, and encouraged the emigrants to initiate 

projects back home. Critical issues affecting Goa were widely discussed. This period also 

witnessed the beginning of a serious study of Goan migration.  

Perceptions about Goan emigration abound as do theories to explain the process of 

emigration itself. Emigrants constitute a significant economic force both in the host 

country and in the country of origin. Remittances by migrants have done more to 

alleviate poverty rather than help develop other sectors.  In the past, the survival and 

development of certain industries critically depended on emigrants. Besides sending 

regular remittances, every emigrant who returned to Goa even for a short vacation 

contributed to its economy. In general, migration brought about visible improvement to 

the social and economic life of the Goans. 

Traditional explanations viewed Goan emigration as an involuntary act or as a desperate 

act of escape from a hapless situation by those who looked down upon Goa as primitive 

and a place where one could do nothing do raise one’s personal status. High population 

density, which exerted pressure on employment, was a major cause for migration. There 

was a perception that the most able-bodied Goans (educated or uneducated, skilled or 

unskilled) were forced to regard migration as the natural course and took advantage of it 

at the earliest available opportunity, except perhaps the Hindus. Additionally, the 

nationalistic discourse began to hammer a feeling into the emigrant Goans as being 

‘denationalised’ Goans with little love for Goa.iv  Goans felt that a great number of 

Portuguese laws which were particularly harsh forced the natives to emigrate.v To the 

Portuguese Government in Goa, Goan emigration was inevitable and large-scale 
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migration to British India was a necessary economic evil, although many of them were 

happy to return if job opportunities could be found in Goa. Besides work in the moribund 

agricultural sector, Goa could offer little else. 

Recent studies recognise that migration involves more than passive reactions to 

unfavourable economic opportunities at home and it does not necessarily lead to a clean 

snapping of ties with the country of origin. People take deliberate measures to improve 

their lifestyle and that of their relatives in other geographical locations with more 

favourable labour markets.  In fact, this constitutes a determinant for the large-scale and 

global dispersion or international migration of Christian Goans in recent decades.vi  

Wherever Goans have settled down, they contributed very significantly. 

A major wave of migration from Goa began in 1830, initially towards British India, made 

possible by improvements of transport, the commercial decadence of Goa and the 

growing demand for labour in cities like Bombay and Pune. The fact that the Goans were 

the only Westernized and academically qualified persons that the British could count 

upon, explains their recruitment to several sectors like education, administration and 

health. The presence of Goans in large numbers outside Goa can be judged by the fact 

that their remittances were essential for balancing the commercial transactions in Goa.vii 

Goa, although a small place, has a vast international diaspora. Goans have travelled 

during the colonial times to almost all corners of the world, so much so that it would be 

difficult to name a country without a Goan community.viii Unfortunately, we lack reliable 

statistics on Goan emigration which makes the numbers rather speculative. However, we 

might venture to assert that the widening adverse balance of trade served as an impetus to 

emigration. The majority of emigrants did not have the necessary background and the 

Portuguese Government did almost nothing for the prospective migrants.ix 

Emigration, whether to places like Myanmar decades ago or to the Gulf in more recent 

times, has come largely from the Christian population in the State due to a range of 

historical factors. Hindu Goans also migrated but they formed a small minority in 

comparison with Christians. Assessment of the positive and negative consequences of 

migration can provide new insights into its impact on society as a whole and on particular 



 14 

categories (e.g,, migrant households).  In this chapter we attempt to make such an 

assessment. 

 2.  The State of Goa (political unit) 

A brief history of Goa will serve as an introduction to the determinants and consequences 

of Goan migration to India and overseas and to issues relating to migration such as 

identity, adaptability and emergence of new cultural patterns.  

Goa, on the southwest coast of India, has an area of 3,701 square kilometres. The Bhojas, 

Mauryas, Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Shilaharas, Kadambas, Yadavas, Bahmanis, the 

Vijayanagar and the Bijapur dynasties ruled Goa at different times. During ancient times, 

Goa was famous for its seaport and international commercial traffic. It is no wonder that 

the Goans could have had commercial connections with the ancient cultures of 

Mesopotamia and the Indus Valley.  Goans traded with East Africa in the tenth century 

which shows that they were truly seafarers and intercontinental movers. Goa’s global 

trade and traffic increased manifold when the Portuguese captured it from the Muslim 

rulers in 1510. The city of Goa evolved into a major port of call and as a business station 

between Europe and the East. In 1530, it became the capital of the Portuguese Eastern 

Empire.  A unique culture, a fusion of Eastern and Western values, Goa began to be 

increasingly admired for its Indo-Portuguese cultural and architectural characteristics 

from the nineteenth century.x  It remained a Portuguese colony for about 450 years until 

1961. 

Many Portuguese seamen died in the tropics and so the Christian Goans became part of 

the Portuguese seafaring tradition. They sailed on Portuguese ships throughout the Indian 

Ocean to the Far East, Africa, Brazil and Europe. We come across Goans in Macao since 

the seventeenth century.  In 1784, 150 Goan soldiers arrived in Macao to defend it. 

Hindus have been somewhat reluctant to sail due to the old religious and cultural 

prejudices or to the attachment to the joint family with its traditional values. There is little 

evidence to suggest that Hindu Goans migrated outside the Indian subcontinent. 

 



 15 

The intense missionary activity led the local Hindu population to convert to Christianity. 

Many Hindus resisted conversion and migrated to the neighbouring regions of Karwar, 

Belgaum and Mangalore during the period of the mass conversion movement initiated in 

the 1540s. Migration was preferred to abandoning traditional religious and cultural 

practices; heavy taxation was another reason for leaving the land.xi  

Reputed for its long white sandy beaches, and houses and churches with unique 

architectural traits, Goa has become the most attractive tourist destination along India’s 

western coast. The state of Goa has more than 1.3 million people which include Hindus 

(65%), Christians (34%), and a small community of Muslims.  Before 1961, Goa had a 

population comprising 42 percent of Christians, the majority living in ‘Old Conquests’. 

At this point, we need to clarify two concepts: the ‘Old Conquests’ of Goa (territories 

conquered by the Portuguese from 1510 to 1543) and the ‘New Conquests’ (territories 

contiguous to the Old Conquests which were annexed and added to Goa in the last 

quarter of the eighteenth century). The New Conquests cover three fourths of the area of 

present state of Goa and have remained predominantly Hindu. Obviously, the Portuguese 

influence on the Old Conquests has been significant as is evident from a large Christian 

population. The majority of emigrants have originated from here. Obviously most studies 

on emigration have been linked the Old Conquests (Bardez, Salcete, Tiswadi and 

Mormugao). 

Conversion to Christianity, Western education and Portuguese law brought radical 

changes in lifestyle, including dietary habits, attire and world view.  Education, through 

the medium of Portuguese language, was reserved to Christians although not exclusively 

until the 1750s when more egalitarian social reforms were introduced in Portugal and 

Goa.  In 1910, Portuguese law mandated a secular education and from then on, many 

Hindus availed of education in the Portuguese medium. The Portuguese established one 

or two schools in every village and in the middle of the nineteenth century they founded 

in the capital city of Panaji, a Lyceum where all sciences were taught, a Medical College 

and a Law College.  Many intellectuals, doctors and lawyers studied there and 

subsequently emigrated to other Portuguese colonies like Mozambique, Angola and 

Macao.xii   
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Although the Old Conquests were densely populated, the Portuguese did not do much to 

set up new industries, and the existing ones proved inadequate to generate sufficient 

employment.  Consequently, nearly one tenth of the population was forced to migrate. In 

1930s, 70,000 Goans had migrated, out of which 55,000 migrated to British India. In 

1960, on the eve of Goa’s political liberation there were 100,000 emigrants in a 

population of 600,000.  Surprisingly, in spite of the lack of employment opportunities 

misery never prevailed in Goa.  Goa has no history of indentured labour or a system of 

quasi-slavery of agricultural work force created by the British -- as a consequence of the 

abolition of slavery in the British Empire in 1834 and the shortage of workers -- for their 

sugarcane and tea plantations, in other colonies.xiii  
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a. Society and Economy 

The major traditional occupation was subsistence farming of land owned jointly by the 

gauncars (native inhabitants) and managed by the village communities, but   soon after 

the arrival of the Portuguese a system of private property was introduced.  Despite being 

an agrarian society only a small percentage of the population, about 10% derived direct 

sustenance from the land; scarcely 2% of the population owned landed property, which 

yielded a return sufficient for the maintenance of the owner and of his family.xiv  The 

agriculturists who cultivated their rice fields earned just enough to keep themselves and 

their families alive. At least 40% of the adult male population had to migrate in order to 

earn a living. 

The population census of 1881 shows that the number of cultivators of ‘toddy’ and 

makers of ‘joggry’ (coconut confection) in the entire ‘Estado da India’ (Goa, Daman and 

Diu) was 7,512, but from that year to 1910 the number came down to almost 4,000 (i.e., 

3,512 persons had emigrated).  

In contrast to the deteriorating economic conditions, declining agricultural output and rise 

of population, various international developments taking place around the middle of the 

nineteenth century raised fresh hopes of employment opportunities. The introduction of 

steamships reduced distances. The military and civilian settlements of the British in India, 

Burma and Middle East created a huge demand for personnel who could meet European 

tastes in food, drink, music, dress and medicine.  Christians, who had been distressed by 

the adverse local conditions, took advantage of these opportunities, unlike Hindus and 

Muslims, and they worked as cooks, stewards, butlers, musicians, tailors, ayahs (servant 

maids) and bakers; a few worked as pharmacists, clerks, doctors and nurses. The honesty 

and hard work demonstrated by the Goans stood them in good stead and the British 

officials and commercial companies began preferring them as their employees. Early 

migrants rarely brought their families along with them and many of those who came to 

British India stayed at the famed residential clubs for workers (‘Coors’) founded by 

Goans as a support structure for migrants.xv   

From the 1920s the Portuguese government began levying an ‘emigration tax’ on every 

Goan intending to leave Goa in search of employment.xvi In 1933, an ‘emigration tax’ of 
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10-12 ‘tangas’ (Rs 1.00) per person brought in an annual revenue of Rs 60,000.00. There 

was an agitation against that tax which was, interestingly, also imposed on Goan 

emigrants returning home. Moreover the Portuguese government introduced a ‘military 

tax’ to be paid before a Goan’s departure from Goa to seek employment elsewhere 

despite the evident fact that the emigrant contributed substantially to the Goan economy 

through remittances.  Emigrants had to pay a tax on their property in Goa which forced 

many to invest outside Goa. Around this time when entire families emigrated 

permanently they preferred to sell their ancestral properties in Goa. Thus important Goan 

settlements appeared in Santa Cruz in Mumbai, Calcutta, Karachi, Aden, etc.xvii In the 

1920s, emigration to British India was on the increase but the thenworld economic crisis 

forced many to return to Goa.xviii 

In 1928, the emigrants had sent home remittances to the tune of Rs. 134.25 lakh. The 

remittances enabled the emigrants’ families to maintain a high standard of living as they 

could pay for luxury goods, like silk clothing and fine cotton, wines, liqueur, beer and 

cigars.xix  Goa owed much to the emigrants whose remittances were responsible for 

covering the state’s annual deficit of Rs . 138 lakh.xx  According to official statistics on 

import/export as reported in the newspaper Times of India,xxi  exports for 1928 was Rs. 

46 lakh and imports, Rs. 184 lakh, or four times more than exports.xxii  

As living in Goa became more expensive, emigration to British India increased. The 

Portuguese government encouraged migration and the British welcomed it.xxiii With the 

departure of the British from India in 1947, Goans who were employed in considerable 

numbers in British firms lost their jobs which resulted in their return home in 1948-59.xxiv 

Further, the prohibition of liquor led to the closing down of many hotels and restaurants 

owned or staffed by Goans. Suitable employment was scarce and even the educated 

Goans experienced great difficult in securing jobs in the Government. Earlier, British 

East Africa had attracted a large number of Goans, but the immigration laws in course of 

time became severe and work permits were not easily available.  Angola and 

Mozambique opened their labour markets to skilled and unskilled emigrants. 

Nevertheless, many continued to migrate to Belgaum, Pune and Bombay to educate their 

children in English medium schools and colleges.  
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With a stagnant Goan economy, Goans looked outwards for work. Moreover, most of the 

communities like the Gawdas and Kunbis (original inhabitants of Goa) as well as several 

other communities of agriculturists gave up their farming activities and shifted to 

construction-related sectors as agriculture could not offer enough returns. Moreover, 

some held work on the farm in low esteem. The constant increase in tax on the coconut 

produce caused the emigration of many tillers to British India.  The discovery of iron ore 

and manganese resources in Goa in the 1950s provided some relief, but even that did not 

prevent considerable emigration. After the liberation of Goa in 1961 further emigration 

occurred. The tourism industry in the 70s provided a huge relief. 

The mining industry and the accompanying alluring incentives created acute problems 

like scarcity of labour for agriculture. The wages which labourers were offered in the 

mines were twice as much as the wages paid for working in the fields or palm groves in 

the villages. The labourer could not resist the offer. The mass departure of labour to the 

mining sector was unstoppable, creating fears of shortage of labour for the rice fields and 

palm trees.  The government persuaded the mine owners to use machinery in order to 

minimise damage to agriculture. 

Emigration was held responsible for the dwindling of agriculture and industry, so also for 

many other misfortunes of Goa.xxv Emigration slowed down the economic progress of 

Goa. But restrictions on exports due to tariff barriers reduced the country’s productivity. 

Emigration rose due to the scarcity of work, lack of industries and the disproportion 

between wages and cost of living caused by the government’s policy of high customs 

duties.xxvi Sadly, Goan emigrants contributed to foreign lands at the cost of their own.   

b. Female Migration 

Women rarely accompanied their migrant husbands. However, the migration of Goan 

women to the neighbouring states is not a recent phenomenon though there are no 

statistics to show the flow of female migration.  Female migration to British India and 

Africa began in the first half of the twentieth century, and to other parts of world from 

1961.  Some migrated due to the high cost of living in Goa and a few others, to further 

their studies. Goan women in Africa and India took up jobs of teachers, clerks, 

secretaries, typists, nurses, and worked in factories owned by the rich British and Parsi 
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families.  Their standard of living was much higher than that of most of their counterparts 

in Goa.xxvii The fact that they were absorbed in such jobs reflects the greater 

independence and skills of Goan women. 

Some women migrated alone, others to marry Goans, these often settled in British India 

or Bombay. These women from the poorer classes, were unskilled workers between the 

ages of 18-45 years from Christian and Hindu backgrounds. Women from middle and 

upper classes seldom migrated except for furthering their studies or accompanying with 

their husbands.  Lack of institutions of higher education in Goa led some parents to send 

their children for higher studies to Bombay, Bangalore, Pune, Belgaum and Dharwar.xxviii 

Migration also had some ill effects. As reported in 1923, 510 Goan women were working 

as prostitutes and for this reason the Church in Goa began discouraging migration of 

women.xxix The majority of such women belonged the tradition of temple dancing girls. 

Emigration might have led to some moral degradation but the conduct of the emigrants, 

devotion to work, employer and family was commendable and their services were greatly 

sought after.xxx 

c. Trends in Goan Emigration 

Large-scale international migration from Goa took place only during the past 170 years. 

Migration trends according to destination or changing patterns could be illustrated in 

chronological order as follows:  

British India and Asia: From 1850s, with the establishment of the railway lines and the 

steam ships, the Goans, especially the Christians equipped with English education, went 

mainly to Bombay and also to Pune, Dharwar and Calcutta, and many, by their own 

efforts and competence, occupied important positions.xxxi  Some chose to travel to 

Karachi, others to the east across mainland India to ports like Madras and Calcutta and 

thence by ship to Burma, Singapore, Malaysia and Hong Kong. 

Africa: From the early decades of the twentieth century, Goans began settling down 

mainly in Portuguese and British colonies in East Africa. 

Europe and America: Considerable emigration took place to these regions after World 

War II.  
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Gulf Countries: This region became the main destination for Goans with the discovery of 

oil in 1970s.  

Destinations were determined mostly by economic factors such as opportunities for 

employment or labour shortage. Immigration laws were another major determinant.  But 

the choice of destination could also be influenced by contacts – relatives and friends or 

acquaintances who had migrated earlier. Clubs and associations sprang up to provide 

cheap accommodation to the newly arrived migrants. Goans generally migrated on the 

strengths of personal contacts, with no government sponsorship or church support.xxxii  

 

3.  British India - Asia 

Goans began working for the British when the naval fleet of the British Indian 

government was stationed in Goa between 1797 and 1813, in anticipation of an attack by 

the French (which never took place) on the British Indian Possessions. The British naval 

personnel recruited Christian Goans to work for them because of the latter’s western 

penchant which pleased the British. When the British fleet withdrew from Goa and 

established stations in Bombay, Karachi, Madras, Calcutta and Singapore their Goan staff 

followed them.xxxiii  

Migration of Goans to British India continued throughout the early part of the nineteenth 

century, but it was since the middle of the century that a significant flow of migration 

took place.  Immediately after the Indian Mutiny in 1857, the British reasserted their 

power with the proclamation by Queen Victoria of the takeover of the Indian affairs by 

the British Crown. The British then began setting up a vast railway network for the quick 

movement of troops.   The Goans poured out of Goa and got jobs on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway and the Bombay Baroda and Central Indian Railway. The construction 

of the Western Indian Portuguese railways in the late nineteenth century provided 

additional impetus for the Goans from the Old Conquests to migrate, and subsequently 

they settled in large numbers in Hubli, Belgaum, Mumbai and Pune.xxxiv 

The Portuguese government opened English medium schools in Bardez and Salcete to 

prepare the Goan emigrants, so much so that there were more such schools than 
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Portuguese ones. Moreover parents sent their wards to the neighbouring cities of Pune, 

Belgaum, Mumbai and Bangalore since life there was cheaper and English education was 

more advantageous.xxxv 

In 1911, the census of British India registered 636,75 individuals born in Portuguese 

India.  Excess of population in Goa, poor management of agriculture and absence of 

industries produced waves of migration.  In 1919, Goans settled in Bengal (1,000) and 

Calcutta (800).xxxvi  In 1931, Goa had a population of 500,000. Around 55,000 to 60,000 

people, mostly from the Old Conquests, hacked a living in British India. Spread 

throughout India they formed prominent groups in Bombay (45000), Karachi (3,500), 

Calcutta (1,000), Rangoon (800) and of these only 7,500 were Hindus and Muslims.xxxvii  

In the same year, emigration increased since the emigrants moved with their families with 

the intention of settling down especially in Bombay and Karachi.  In 1933 there were 

100,000 Goan emigrants of whom 60,000 lived in British India.xxxviii  

 

British India ran into a serious recession in the 1930s.   The Goan Emigrants Fund 

Committee, organised to deal with the crisis, through its relief measure, trained many 

poor, especially women in sewing, nursing, care of infants, etc., and helped them to 

secure employment on reasonably good wages. Lack of training resulted in their being 

exploited by unscrupulous employers. The number of educated among the local 

population had increased, but they did not mind doing any job regardless of the wage. On 

the other hand, the Goans showed lack of adaptability and initiative; they waited for 

clerical work and showed little interest in any other work. Seamen, during their enforced 

leisure, would not accept work in the agricultural sector. Domestic workers were averse 

to working as salesperson, likewise gardening or rearing of poultry was abhorred.xxxix 

Unemployment was widespread among the Goans in British India in 1936 and one of the 

measures proposed by the Goan Emigrants Fund Committee was to settle them on land 

left uncultivated in the New Conquests due to shortage of labour. Despite facilities and 

subsidies from the government, lack of water and failed monsoons discouraged the 

agriculturist settlers. A great number had returned to Goa; others had opted for the Gulf 

countries.  
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In 1938, Bombay counted 45,000 Goans, Karachi 4,500, Pune 2,500, Calcutta 1,200,  

Rangoon 800 and Nagpur 500, besides smaller numbers in other centres. Of these only 

8,000 were Hindus and Muslims and the rest were Christians.xl World War II opened up 

opportunities for labour and in 1947, there were around 100,000 Goans in British India,xli 

of whom 10,000 were illiterate and working in low-paid jobs as cooks and as ayahs. 

Ten years later, in 1956, the number of Goans in India and Karachi continued to be 

100,000.xlii Wherever they had been, they founded institutes, reading rooms, cultural 

centres, leisure venues for social conviviality, and established charitable associations, all 

of which revealed their sense of solidarity. Celebrations of feasts of saints and patrons of 

their native villages carried out with fervour and pomp speak volumes for their 

attachment to tradition. Around 1958, food grains in Goa became more expensive than in 

British India compelling many Goans to migrate increasingly.xliii  The Goan migrants 

lived on modest salaries; the majority lived on a monthly salary of less than Rs 100.00 in 

1938.xliv  

 

a. Bombay 

Bombay belonged to the Portuguese until 1661 when it was given to Britain as part of the 

dowry of Queen Catherine who was married to Charles II of England.  Since then the 

British helped Goans to migrate and some families settled in Mazagaon. At the beginning 

of the nineteenth century, when Bombay was growing as a business centre the number of 

Goans was already high and in the 1950s, Bombay counted 8,000 Goans who occupied 

positions in business, liberal professions and administration, and later female emigrants 

of lower strata joined the domestic labour force.xlv  Emigration increased with the 

economic development of the city. During World War I, there were over 12,000 Goan 

seamen in Bombay and after the war around 7,500. Goan emigration must have increased 

30 to 50 per cent between 1915-1935.xlvi Around 12,000 Goans worked in public services 

in Bombay in 1956.xlvii 

Hindu Brahmins, culturally and educationally more advanced, migrated to Bombay 

during the early 1900s; some established jewellery shops and did well as a community. 

Christians from lower communities migrated and opened tailoring shops; the more 
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resourceful ones opened restaurants and guest-houses.xlviii A number of Goans improved 

their lot, while many others had to struggle to survive. The Goan Emigrants Fund 

Committee, an official organisation established in Bombay, reported serious 

unemployment, poorly paid jobs and extreme poverty among the Goans. 

Unemployment worsened with the arrival of labourers from other parts of India in the 

1930s who were willing to work for any wage, while the Goans were not willing to leave 

Bombay or forgo the amenities of urban life to settle in Goan villages. Although the Goa 

government announced easy loans and enacted legislation on land tenure, the Goans did 

not seem to be interested in availing of these facilities.xlix They depended absolutely on 

British India. Reduced exports from Goa on the one hand and expensive imports on the 

other combined with the return of emigrants to Goa who remained idle, deepened the 

economic crisis.l  

 

The employment situation in Bombay was of serious concern to the Portuguese 

government in Goa, since Goa was totally dependent on economic conditions in British 

India.li The Portuguese government did not spare any effort to find different solutions and 

framed policies to resolve the issue.  To alleviate the poverty of Goans in Bombay, the 

Goa government sought to repatriate those with no possibility of finding employment in 

Bombay. The government motivated the expatriates to take up land for cultivation in the 

Sanguem region of Goa with financial assistance from the government.lii  

The Goan community in Bombay was one of the most active in several fields including 

the establishment of schools. The city of Bombay became a place for exile and political 

activity for the Goans in the second half of the nineteenth century, when Goa experienced 

political uncertainty as a result of the establishment of constitutional monarchy in 

Portugal in 1820.liii  

Bombay, a place to migrate to, was since the 1950s, replaced by Bangalore, the Gulf 

countries, United Kingdom, United States, Canada and Australia, these being the most 

popular destinations in recent years. Bombay had become a stepping stone for migration 

to different parts of the world. 
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b. Pakistan  

The Goans, mostly Christians, arrived in Karachi in 1842 when the British occupied that 

small fishing village.liv  Despite the social constraints imposed on them, this cohesive 

minority community achieved quick success. Goans served as clerks in government 

offices, in the armed forces and some opened businesses.lv Already a sizable number 

were residing in the city in 1869 and later, from 1913, the ‘coors’ assisted the working 

class to migrate to Pakistan. By the turn of the century, several Goans had established 

business houses of which a few became public companies with Goans as their chief 

executives. Many streets in Karachi were named after eminent Goans.  

In 1947, Partition created new opportunities for qualified Goans to occupy high positions 

in government services due to the departure of the British and the Hindus.lvi However, the 

formation of Pakistan in 1947, created uncertainty among the Goans and with Goa’s 

liberation in 1961 and its political incorporation into the Indian Union, the Goans in 

Pakistan had the links with their homeland completely severed. Many Goans, mostly 

young, left Karachi.  There were more than 5,000 Goans in Karachi in 1958. 

c. Burma 

When the Portuguese first went to Burma in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, they 

must have taken with them some Goans but they did not settle there permanently. From 

the end of the nineteenth century, Christian Goans began to migrate to Burma or 

Myanmar as it is known today, but it was from the early 20th century, that many settled in 

East Rangoon. Burma always had an isolationist policy and never welcomed foreigners 

till the 1980s.lvii  

In 1886, King Thibaw was dethroned by the British and the whole of Burma came under 

British rule.  Many Goans were transferred from the Indian Posts and Telegraphs 

Department and Indian Railways (mostly from Karachi and Calcutta) to Burma.  In 

addition, many Goans with musical talent went to Burma in the 1920s to provide their 

services to the silent movie industry and to the flourishing cinema houses in 1930s. Many 

of them stayed on as music teachers, dealers in musical instruments and formed bands for 

clubs and hotels. We could assume the existence of migratory waves of Goans to Burma 
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in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.lviii  There were 800 Goans in Rangoon 

in 1931. 

When World War II broke out in Burma, there were no more than a hundred Goan 

families living there. When the Japanese planes bombed the city of Rangoon (Yangon) in 

1941, Goan emigrants were caught in the real life drama for survival.  Many trekked 

through jungles and mountains and streams amidst great dangers and hardships back to 

India where they settled in different places. Some Goans decided to stay on in Burma 

during the Japanese occupation and a few others opted for Burmese nationality. The 

Japanese invasion was the end of the Goan emigration.lix  Burma became an independent 

republic in 1948. 

4. East Africa 

From as early as the sixteenth century, Goans had helped the Portuguese to penetrate the 

inhospitable territories in Africa.lx In the eighteenth century, Goan traders settled in 

Mozambique and other parts of East Africa.  They participated in the trade in ivory and 

gold between Goa and East Africa and established large import-export businesses.lxi In 

1921, the East Africa statistics of business listed 426 Goans.lxii  

The second quarter of the nineteenth century witnessed increasing interest and intense 

competition among the European nations for laying exclusive claims on African 

territories. This rivalry culminated in the Berlin Conference (1884-85) and the British 

Ultimatum to Portugal (1890) meant to regulate European colonisation and trade in 

Africa. Finally, however, the African continent was divided among the European 

competitors. The years following the ‘Scramble of Africa’ saw a large number of 

emigrants assisting the colonial nations in consolidating their claims.  

Between 1890 and 1895, when the British government took over the administration in 

East Africa, the policy of employing Goans in the colonial civil service and telegraph 

offices was already established.  By 1890, there were 160 Goans in Mombassa forming 

the backbone of the port administration.   When the British colonial government began 

constructing the Uganda Railways in 1896, Goans were employed as stewards and 

administrative staff for the East African Railways & Harbours.  There was however no 

indentured labour from Goa.lxiii  At the turn of the century, emigration increased with the 
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expansion of British and Portuguese colonialism in Africa. Knowledge of Portuguese and 

English helped the Goans.   

The British India Steam Navigation Company (BISNC) had employed Goans as clerks in 

their offices around the Indian Ocean as early as 1874 and the company began relying on 

Goan staff to run its offices in East Africa.lxiv On the whole, Goans made tremendous 

progress in cities like Lourenço Marques (today Maputo), Beira, Dar es Salaam, Nairobi, 

Kampala, Mombassa and Zanzibar.lxv  

Emigration reached a peak in the years between the World Wars (1918 to 1939), when 

many Goan seamen who had served in the Merchant or Royal Navy during the First 

World War moved to East Africa with their families.lxvi With the independence of India, 

many Goans employed in civil services and the army in British India were offered jobs in 

East Africa by the British government and a large number migrated between 1948 and 

1959 and settled there for years until the independence of those countries.lxvii  Goans 

contributed to pioneering work in the fields of medicine, education, etc.lxviii 

Acute unemployment hit Africa and Persia in 1930s forcing hundreds of Goans to return 

home. The shipping companies, always appreciative of the Goans’ performance and 

loyalty, began retrenching their staff. It is pointed out that over 2000 unemployed Goans 

in British East Africa had no financial resources to return to India.lxix 

a. Mozambique  

Migration to Mozambique, a Portuguese colony, began in the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries but in the following century we hear of Goan administrators, missionaries and 

colonisers in control of ‘Prazos da Zambézia’.lxx  The Portuguese colonies especially 

Mozambique recruited Goans who were literate in Portuguese to work as clerks and 

administrators. Some Goans became very rich and contributed to the pacification or 

colonisation of local tribal chiefs and population with their own local army in the region 

of Zambezi.  Others occupied high posts in the administration.lxxi 

The district administrator in Goa promoted emigration to Mozambique. In 1897, the 

government appointed an Emigration Commission (Comissão Protectora da Emigração) 

for Mozambique for the purpose of gathering all information regarding the places where 
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the Goans could find employment as well as information on salaries, and the government 

assisted those who wished to migrate.lxxii  

Goans migrated to three major cities: Maputo, Beira and Nampula.  Maputo and Beira, 

regions with a significant community, became favourite destinations since the Goans 

possessed skills associated with public institutions, administration and white collar jobs 

such as doctors, judges, teachers, etc.lxxiii Older Goans worked in administrative positions 

whereas the younger generation with better education opted for liberal professions.lxxiv It 

is observed that most Goans preferred white-collar jobs rather than manual ones.  

At present, around a thousand families of Goan origin reside in Mozambique and many 

of the older ones would like to return and settle down in Goa. Some of these Goans have 

attained high positions in professional fields whereas others have not done so well.lxxv 

Mozambique gained its independence in 1975 after twelve years of armed struggle.  

b. Uganda  

When Uganda was declared a British protectorate in 1894 there were already Goans 

there.lxxvi Some had come during the construction of the Uganda Railway and stayed on 

as civil servants under the British administration. The law-abiding character of the Goan 

community stood out remarkably.lxxvii More Goans arrived in Kampala, Uganda in 1900’ 

and distinguished themselves in the field of sports and helped in the development of 

sporting activities and musical entertainment through the Goan Institute of Kampala.  In 

1960, events in Uganda gave cause for concern, forcing some to migrate to the West and 

others to return to Goa. 

Goans, being industrious and peace –loving, played an important role in the civil society 

and economic development of Uganda. In East Africa, they earned the commendation of 

high officers of the British Empire and lofty appreciation from various governors.lxxviii  

Uganda became independent in 1960. 

c. Tanganyika 

Estimates show that 7,000 Goans resided in Tanganyika before its independence in 1961, 

of which about 15 per cent still remain in Tanzania, mostly in Dar es Salaam, Zanzibar, 

Arusha and Mwanza. The majority returned to India, many from Zanzibar moved to the 
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Gulf but a significant number went to Canada, the United Kingdom, the USA, Australia, 

New Zealand, Sweden and elsewhere. Even after the independence of Tanganyika, many 

Goans continued to work in foreign commercial banks until they were nationalised by 

President Julius Nyerere. With the banks nationalised and the civil service not really 

attractive, more and more Goans moved into the private sector. 

Goans in Dar es Salaam (and other towns) owned bars, bakeries, clothing and tailoring 

shops, musical instrument stores, butcheries, ‘soda factories’, etc., and contributed 

considerably to photography business.lxxix The two former British colonies, the United 

Republic of Tanganyika and Zanzibar decided to unite in 1964, and soon after, in the 

same year, it was renamed as the United Republic of Tanzania. 

 d. Kenya 

The recorded history of Goans in Kenya goes as far back as 1865 with the arrival and 

establishment of Goan business houses in Mombassa, but at the turn of the century the 

influx increased. They arrived as sailors, cooks, tailors, railway employees and clerks. 

Their preference for white-collar jobs led them to found institutes such as the Goan 

Institute, Mombassa in 1901, the Goan Institute, Nairobi in 1905 and the Goan 

Gymkhana in 1936. Magnificent churches appeared wherever there was a small 

community of Goans in towns and cities of Kenya. 

It is said that there were 30,000 Goans in Kenya, largely in Nairobi, in 1956.lxxx  

Presently there are only about 500 Goan families in Kenya.lxxxi The British granted 

political independence to Kenya in 1963. 

e. Zanzibar 

There have been Goans in Zanzibar since the middle of the nineteenth century, but the 

first group of Goan entrepreneurs landed there at the turn of the twentieth century. 

In olden days, Zanzibar was regarded as the principal destination of Goans in East Africa. 

Goans in Zanzibar were among the most prosperous people and held in high esteem by 

the Europeans, Indians and natives for their peaceful living. Some Goans enjoyed great 

popularity in the Zanzibar Island.lxxxii  Goans numbered 59 in 1873lxxxiii and roughly 869 

in 1933, and they enjoyed the patronage and favours of the Sultan of Zanzibar; many of 
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them held leading positions in the government. At that time, the Consul and Vice-consul 

of Portugal were Goans.lxxxiv 

The majority of educated Goans served in the government of Zanzibar others were 

employed in various commercial enterprises; some ran their own business and the rest 

were employed in various manual trades.lxxxv   Goans had almost the monopoly of all 

trades and professions and worked as sailors, grocers, tailors, bakers, merchants and 

cooks. Because of their integrity and dedication to work, the local government invited a 

large number of Goans to join government service. The result was that Goans who were 

pioneer merchants and grocers in East Africa lost gradually their place in commerce and 

trade.lxxxvi  

The early sixties led to uncertainty for all Asians in Africa, particularly in East Africa 

because of the imminence of the independence of Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda. Many 

Goans living in British Africa enjoyed Portuguese nationality but from 1961 they could 

opt for Indian citizenship. When India became a member of the Commonwealth, Goans 

in East Africa were allowed to register themselves as British subjects and many availed 

of this option and acquired a British passport, but some older Goans preferred to retain 

their Indian citizenship because of a strong desire to retire to Goa.  Many Goans left for 

Britain from 1962 onwards. Britain granted Zanzibar political independence in 1963. 

Goans enjoyed a high standard of living in Africa and generally did not think of returning 

to India, but the independence of the African colonies left them with few opportunities in 

Africa.lxxxvii Those without alternatives returned to Goa. The younger generation migrated 

to the Gulf countries or elsewhere. Those from the British East Africa migrated to 

different English-speaking countries; those from Mozambique and Angola left for 

Portugal and Brazil.lxxxviii  

5. The West 

The Goan presence in the West is largely the result of changes in the political and 

economic scenario of Africa in the 1960s and 1970s which saw the departure of British 

and Portuguese colonialism and the emergence of independent nations.lxxxix Goans born 

and brought up in Africa by virtue of having opted for the British and Portuguese 
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nationalities found no favours with the local governments and subsequently migrated to 

Britain, Portugal, Canada, USA, Australia and New Zealand.  

The expulsion of Asians from Uganda by President Idi Amin in 1972 led to many young 

Goans opting to settle in Canada. Most Goans in the U.K. and Portugal came from East 

Africa.xc  

a. Portugal  

After World War II, the northern and central European countries required specialised 

immigrant labour to respond to the demands of industrialisation. Industrialisation in 

Portugal started only in the 1950s, but even then it was incapable of absorbing its entire 

labour force; hence it not only had no need of recruiting labour from the colonies, but its 

excess labour had to emigrate in large numbers.  

One wave of emigration persisted for about a hundred years from the second half of the 

nineteenth century when Goan intellectuals migrated to Portugal for university education 

in Lisbon and Coimbra and became clerics, doctors, engineers, lawyers, magistrates, 

teachers, journalists, officials in the army and navy, in the bureaucracy in Portugal or in 

its colonies, and occupied high positions.xci  Many settled in Portugal but a few were 

attracted to the great centres of culture and learning like England, France, Germany, 

Belgium, Austria, Switzerland and Italy where they took up higher studies.  Those Goans 

who migrated to Portugal for higher studies before 1961 and who eventually settled there, 

belonged to certain elite families. 

In 1961, Goa was liberated and integrated with India. At this point the Goans could opt 

for Portuguese citizenship. A number of Goan professionals in mid-life decided to 

migrate to Portugal in the post-Liberation period; however, the majority of them did not 

settle in Portugal but migrated to the Portuguese colonies, especially Mozambique.xcii 

Some elite emigrants did not encounter any initial difficulty in getting assimilated in the 

new socio-economic milieu.  

Until 1975, many Goans settled in Portugal consisted of lawyers, students, etc., but from 

then on the number of Goans increased significantly with the arrival of a large 

community from Portugal’s former colonies in Africa, who had opted for Portuguese 
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nationality. Majority of Goans who entered Portugal between 1974 and 1977 came from 

Mozambique and Angola.xciii  Civil war in the colonies, lack of job opportunities and 

assured pension for government employees caused Goans to emigrate to Portugal.  These 

immigrants would provide initial support to other emigrants from Goa in the 1980s. 

The latest stream of emigration from Goa occurred in the 1990s.  They consisted mostly 

of educated youth, kith and kin of persons who once were Portuguese subjects, aspiring 

for better economic opportunities and standard of living. Migration to Portugal from the 

middle of 80s was partly due to their receiving Portuguese nationality. However, since 

1991, the General Consulate of Portugal in Goa facilitated the acquisition of nationality 

more easily. 

A study conducted in 1992, shows the presence of 11,000 Goans in Portugal of whom 

6,000 lived in the area of Lisbon. This is indicative of a greater degree of integration of 

Goans vis-à-vis other Indian communities in Portugal.xciv Generally, Christian Goans 

were found in liberal professions and administrative positions. 

b. United Kingdom - London 

Around the middle of the nineteenth century, increasing numbers of Goans, consisting 

mostly of seamen abandoned by their shipping masters, settled in London. Census for this 

period excludes Goans and other Asians as a landlord could be imprisoned for housing 

them, but there is evidence from other sources to establish the presence of Goans in 

London.  

With the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 ships from India could travel to the U.K. by a 

shorter route. Companies such as the British India Steam Navigation Company (BISNC), 

which were already employing Goan crew in the Indian Ocean, now hired them on 

voyages to London via Suez.  The early Goan settlers were eventually assimilated into 

the general population of East London and ceased to exist as a distinct community by the 

beginning of the twentieth century.xcv  

When the African nations won their independence in early 1960s, a significant number of 

Goans emigrated to the U.K. This British Goan community came generally from the ‘Old 

Conquests’ of Goa. 
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c. USA 

The early Goan settlers in the US arrived from East Africa around 80 years ago; they 

were not well educated. Those who migrated in more recent times (say about 25 years 

ago) were mostly professionals.  The second generation migrant Goans have no strong 

ties with Goa.  Goans being multi-cultural have adapted very easily wherever they have 

gone. Guesstimates show that 5,000 Goan families lived in the USA in the 1990s.xcvi 

d. Canada 

Emigration of Indians to Canada was not attractive till 1947.xcvii Although Goans started 

emigrating to Canada in the 1960s, it is estimated that over 90 per cent of them arrived 

during the 1970s, largely from East Africa and Pakistan, and a smaller group directly 

from Goa. Still more recently, there has been an increasing number of Goans emigrating 

to Canada from the Middle East countries, the majority being Christians, consisting of 

skilled, semi-skilled workers and professionals. 

Since Goans are not listed separately in Canadian census data, no reliable statistics are 

available regarding their population. However, it is estimated that there are 

approximately 13,000 Goans in Ontario and another 10,000 in the rest of Canada.xcviii  

In Toronto and Montreal informal ‘village associations’ serve as friendship and support 

societies for both established Goans and new arrivals. These ‘village associations’ came 

into existence in the wake of the large-scale emigration of Goan Christians to Bombay in 

the late nineteenth century. One of the main purposes of such ‘clubs’ was to celebrate the 

feast of the patron saints of the respective Goan villages and thus renew the emigrants’ 

ties with their native village.  These associations made it possible for the Goans to retain 

their ethnic identity.  

Goans have had the advantage of Western cultural linkages, accumulated over four 

centuries, to aid them in adapting to any new environment. Yet their desire to maintain 

alive their traditions and unique culture is obvious.xcix The First International Goan 

Convention in Toronto, Canada in 1988 as well as the more recent one in 2008 in the 

same city, made a spirited appeal to Goans to preserve and enhance their own culture, 

heritage and social capital.c  
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6. The Middle East  

From the early decades of the twentieth century, Goans worked in various capacities in 

Iran, Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia, Aden, Bushire, Abadan and Basra.ci With 

the establishment of the British petroleum companies in the Gulf Countries, the Goan 

community increased further.  There were about 1,200 Goans in Bagdad, Basra, Abadan, 

Bahrain and Saudi Arabia in 1956. Bahrain alone accounted for 400 Goans; there were 

smaller Goan population in other Gulf Countries earlier -- in Kuwait (120), Iran (250) 

and Saudi Arabia (350).cii  Some Goans were employed as white-collar workers while 

others were employed as domestic helps.  

The Gulf oil boon in the 1960s and 1970s attracted thousands of Goans and this trend 

lasted until the early 1980s.  Many Goans, including the not so highly educated ones, 

made fortunes by working there until the local population improved their educational 

levels. The major portion of remittances to Goa came from the Goans in the Gulf and 

these emigrants invested heavily in housing and real estate.  

There were 50,000 Goans in Kuwait, Dubai and Abu Dhabi in the 70s and a total of 

150,000 Goans in the Gulf in 1987.ciii  Goan migration to the Middle East was never a 

permanent phenomenon since the countries in that region do not grant citizenship to 

foreign nationals; however, many have spent decades there. Goans still prefer to move to 

those countries, believing that a job there would be more rewarding than employment in 

Goa.civ   

7.  Population in Goa 

Demographic trends have had a major impact on the extent and direction of migration 

and in Goa during the Portuguese regime emigration and absence of replacement 

migration resulted in a decline of population and of the economy. Looking at the 

population censuses, we are in a position to estimate the flow of migration.  

There has been an appreciable decline in the rate of increase of the population as shown 

by the census data for Goa.   In 1910, the population of Goa increased by 16,444 (3.1 per 

cent), in 1931 there was an increase of 48,010 (9 per cent) in the population, while in 

1940 there was an increase of only 42,207 (7.6 per cent). The reason for this fall in the 
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rate of increase of the population must be sought in the higher rate of emigration 

especially in the districts of Pernem and Bardez. The census data shows that while the 

number of women increased by 13112, the increase in the number of men was only 557. 

The inevitable conclusion is that in many cases, the men emigrated leaving the women 

behind. The economic conditions in the country have made emigration a necessity, but 

although the Christian population was smaller in number than the Hindu, the number of 

Christian emigrants has been larger than the number of Hindu emigrants. Statistics also 

indicate that the population is shifting from the rural areas to urban centres.cv  

Year                Total population 

1850                      362. 744 

1860                      363. 788 (Christians: 232 189; Hindus: 128 824;  Muslims: 2775) 

1870                     384. 429 

1875                     390. 500 

1876                     388. 712 

1877                     392. 239 

1900                     475. 513  (Males: 227.393; Females: 248.120)   

1910                     548. 242.   

(According to the census of 1910 by Portuguese India registered the absence of 57.157 
natives from Goa, Daman and Diu).cvi  

1914                     700 000   

1926                     520 000  

1931                     500 000 

1949                     624 147.    

1950                     637 846  (Hindus: 488 741 ; Catholics: 334 021)  

1960                     600 000 

The density of population per sq. km in Goa went up from 399 persons in 1960 to 982 in 

2005. The last population census held in March 2001 shows a population density of 

13,47,668. Goa has a low birth rate (death rate and infant mortality too) but a high and 

constant influx of migrants. The State has reached the level of replacement in population 

control in the 1990's. The latest estimate of Total Fertility Rate was just 1.77. 

The population of Goa in 2050 is likely to be 26.72 lakh, an estimate based on the 
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assumption that there may be no significant change in natural growth and net migration 

until then.cvii     
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CHAPTER 2 

    

EMIGRATION FROM GOA 

 

The number of households which had emigrants according to the GMS 2008 was 718 (12 

per cent) out of 6000 households surveyed in 60 localities of both North and North Goa 

districts. However, the number of emigrants enumerated was 968 persons among 718 

households. About 77 per cent of Goan emigrant households had just one emigrant. One 

out of five emigrant households had more than two emigrants in their respective 

households. About 17 per cent of emigrant households had two emigrants, 4 per cent 

households had three emigrants, 2 per cent households had four emigrants and 1 per cent 

households had even five emigrants. 

Emigrants per 100 households 

by Taluks and Districts, GOA 2008
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Out of 968 emigrants from Goa, 777 are males and 191 are females. Females account for 

approximately 20 per cent of Goa emigrants. 

   

According to the methodology developed by the Centre for Development Studies (see 

Zachariah and Irudaya Rajan, 2007), the number of estimated emigrants in Goa is about 

56,000 persons. 
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Among the two districts of Goa, South Goa district accounts for 66 per cent of emigrant 

households whereas North Goa district represents just 34 per cent of surveyed 

households. Similarly, 18 per cent of surveyed households in South Goa had at least one 

emigrant compared to just 7 per cent in North Goa. The emigration rate is estimated as 

22.8 persons per 100 households in the South Goa but only 10.7 persons in the North. 

Thus, the emigration rate in the South Goa is almost twice that in the North Goa, meaning 

that the people of South Goa district are much more emigration-prone than those in the 

North district. 

Map: Emigrants by Taluks 

 

 

Among the 11 taluks in Goa, Salcete taluk in South Goa accounted for 51 per cent of 

emigrant households (363 out of 718) reported in the GMS. In other words, one of out 

two emigrant households is found in Salcete taluk in Goa. After Salcete, the highest 
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proportion of emigrant households were reported in Bardez taluk and Tiswadi taluks of 

North Goa with 15 per cent each. In other words, three taluks of Goa (Salcete, Bardez 

and Tiswadi) account for 81 per cent of emigrant households. Surprisingly, the GMS 

could not find even a single emigrant household among the 200 sample households 

surveyed in Satari taluk 

Percentage of Emigrants by Age and Sex, Goa 2008
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Compared to 12 per cent emigrant households in Goa, Salcete taluk had reported 30 per 

cent emigrant households, followed by 13 per cent in Quepem taluk, 12 per cent in 

Bardez and 11 per cent in Tiswadi taluk. 

Among the emigrants, a large proportion is unmarried, i.e., 71 per cent of the males and 

44 per cent of females. However, among 191 female emigrants, 52 per cent of them got 

married at the time of emigration, while the proportion was just 27 per cent for males. 

About 4 per cent of widows in Goa emigrated compared to just one per cent of widowers. 

Most of the unmarried female emigrants are employed in the private sector in the 

countries of destination.   
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Percentage of Emigrants by Marital Status 

at the time of Emigration, Goa 2008
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There are significant variations in the religious affiliation of the households.  While only 

4 per cent of the Hindu households are reported as emigrant households, the proportion 

for Christian households is about 30 per cent and for Muslims about 13 per cent. In other 

words, almost one out of three Christian households in Goa has emigrants compared to 

one in 25 households among Hindus and one in eight households among Muslims. 

 

The religious distribution of emigrants is very different from that of the general 

population. While 66 per cent of the general population is Hindu, only 20.5 per cent of  
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Percentage distribution of Population and Emigrants by Religion, 

Goa 2008
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the emigrants were Hindus.  On the other hand, while 26.7 per cent of the general 

population are Christians, as much as 74 per cent of the emigrants are Christians.  The 

Muslims are a little over represented among the emigrants compared to their proportion 

in the general population.  

 

Most of the emigrants (62 per cent) leave Goa at the prime working ages of 20-39 and 

after that, the propensity to emigrate declines as the age advances. Just four per cent of 

the emigrants are over 60 years of age. Among the females, one out of 10 emigrants is 

below 20 years. 
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Percentage of Emigrants by Year of Emigration,Goa 2008
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The GMS collected the year at first the emigrants left Goa to other parts of the world. The 

earlier emigrant reported in the survey was in 1948. Out of 968 emigrants reported in the 

survey, 10 per cent of them first emigrated during 1948-80, 4 per cent during 1981-85, 6 

per cent during 1986-90, 9 per cent during 1991-95, 18 per cent during 1995-99 and 

about 53 per cent since 2000. Among the males, 51 per cent emigrated after 2000 as 

against 62 per cent of the females during the same period. 

 

Emigrants from Goa have much higher level of education than the general population. 

Fifty eight per cent of the emigrants have a minimum of secondary level of education 

compared to 28 per cent among the general population. Among the emigrants, females 

are better educated than the males. For instance, 36 per cent of the female emigrants are 

degree holders compared to just 26 per cent among the male emigrants. 

 

Among the degree holders, 69 per cent (73 per cent among males and 56 per cent among 

females) of them were working in the private sector in Goa prior to the emigration. About 

12 per cent of them were unemployed or job seekers in Goa. At the countries of 

destination, none of the degree holders were unemployed. Both males and females have 
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improved their position working in private sectors (82 per cent among males and 67 per 

cent among females) at the countries of destination. About 11 per cent of the emigrants 

are self-employed in abroad. 

Percentage of Emigrants by Educational Status, Goa 2008
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At the time of emigration in Goa, about 67 per cent (74 per cent among males and 39 per 

cent among females) of them employed in the private sector in Goa, followed by 12 per 

cent of job seekers, 6 per cent of students and 4 per cent of involved in household work. 

Interestingly, about 61 emigrants were students at the time of emigration. About 75 per 

cent of them are in the age group 16-25 years. The highest number of students has 

emigrated to Australia (10 persons) followed by United Arab Emirates (9 students), 

United States of America (9 persons), United Kingdom (5 persons) and 4 persons each in 

Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.   

 

The economic activities of the emigrants at the countries of destination are slightly 

different among both males and females. About 80 per cent of them work in the private 

sector (84 per cent among males and 56 per cent among females), followed by 6 per cent 

in household work. Among the emigrants, about 3 per cent (13 males and 13 females) of 

them continue to be students studying at higher levels of education outside India.  
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Average Cost of Emigration, Goa 2008
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International migration is expensive. It involves buying air-tickets, getting passports, 

visas, paying travel agents, recruitment agents and emigration clearance in the case of 

Emigration Check Required passport holders. The average cost of migration incurred by 

a Goa emigrant was Rs 62,000 – the amount actually varies from the minimum of Rs.120 

to the maximum of Rs. 7 lakhs. The most expensive item is money paid to the 

recruitment agencies, Rs 28,000 or 45.7 per cent of the total cost. An additional Rs 4,000 

was paid to intermediaries or unregistered sub-brokers. The emigrants even spent on 

money buying visas to emigrate and the cost ranging from the minimum of Rs.300 to 

Rs.2.5 lakhs. Together, the cost of getting a job in abroad was 38,000, about 60 per cent 

of the total cost. Next in importance was the air-ticket which costs on an average Rs 

18,000 or 28.5 per cent. Incidentally, about 6 per cent of emigrants in Goa were cheated 

by the recruitment agencies and other brokers prior to emigration and the amounts they 

were cheated of ranged from a minimum of Rs.2000 to a maximum of Rs.2.4 lakhs. 

 

How do the Goans finance their emigration? The most important source of funding 

migration comes from parents (46 per cent), followed by personal savings (38 per cent), 

other family members (32 per cent) and friends and relatives (42 per cent). Thus most of 
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the emigrants managed their finance from the family members and relatives. Dependence 

on moneylenders (9 per cent) and sale of property or jewellery or mortgaging the land 

were relatively rare in Goa. However, banks, one of the important beneficiaries of 

emigration through remittances, financed just 9 per cent of emigrants to emigrate. 

 

The GMS confirms that Goans have emigrated to a large number of countries. The 6,000 

households in the sample have reported that Goan emigrants currently live in 40 different 

countries. 

Percentage of Emigrants and Place of Regions, Goa 2008
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 In 2008, the largest proportion of Goan emigrants (19.4 per cent) live in the United Arab 

Emirates, followed by Kuwait (13.4 per cent), United Kingdom (9 per cent), United 

States of America (8 per cent), Bahrain (6 per cent), 5 per cent each in Qatar and Saudi 

Arabia and 4 per cent each in Oman and Australia. 

 

Among different regions, the Gulf accounts for 54 per cent of the total emigrants from 

Goa, followed by 12 per cent in Europe, 11 per cent in South and South East Asia and 10 

per cent in North America.  
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A unique feature of Goa emigration is that 6.9 per cent of the emigrants were reported to 

be working in ships. 

 

However, most of recent emigrants from Goa have gone to the Gulf region.  This is the 

only destination that has improved its share over the years.  The proportion Goans who 

emigrated to the Gulf during 2001-08 was 62.1 compared with 49.6 per cent for 

emigrants who went before 2000.  Similarly, the proportion of emigrants in the ships has 

also shown an increase – from 3.1 per cent before 2000 to 10.4 per cent during 2001-08. 

 

According to the methodology developed by the Centre for Development Studies for this 

study, the total remittances to Goa are estimated as Rs. 800 crores in 2008. However, 

according to the GMS, Goans households received Rs. 313 crores as household 

remittances during 2008. 

Total Remittances by Religion, Goa 2008
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About 71 per cent of the Christian households received remittances, followed by Hindu 

households with 23 per cent and Muslims with just 5 per cent. Among the 11 taluks, 

Salcete taluk alone received 35 per cent of the state’s total remittances. 
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Most households, 82 per cent, used the remittances for daily subsistence. Nearly a third 

of the households used it for meeting the educational expenses of the household 

members. More than a quarter of the households deposited some of the remittances in 

banks. About a quarter used the remittances to pay back debt incurred for meeting the 

cost of emigration. One-fifth of remittances were used for building house and purchasing 

lands. 

 

As far as sending childen for higher education, large differences exist between emigrant 

and non-emigrant households. Half of the non-migrant household children attend 

government schools as against just 34 per cent among emigrant households – 18 

percentage point difference. Similarly, just 7 per cent of non-migrant children attend self-

financing educational institutions compared to 21 per cent among children belong to 

emigrant households. 

 

 Interestingly, the annual average cost of education among non-migrant households stood 

as Rs. 7,268 as against Rs. 17,467 among emigrant households.  In a nutshell, migrant 

households invest heavily on human resources in terms of education on their children 

compared to non-migrant households.  

 

One of the inevitable consequences of emigration and remittances that follow is a 

substantial increase in the disposable funds at the hands of the household members. This 

increase should have considerable impact on the quality of housing and household 

amenities, possession of consumer durables, consumption pattern and the saving and 

investment behaviour of the households.  
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Percentage of Emigrants by Quality of House, Goa 2008
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About 27 per cent of the Goa houses are either of very good standard or luxurious. 

However, the percentage of emigrant households with good and luxurious quality houses 

stands at 58 per cent. Again, about four per cent of houses of emigrants are considered to 

be of poor quality compared to 16 per cent among the general population. A comparison 

of the quality of houses possessed by emigrant and return emigrant households is seen to 

be much superior to that of the average housing conditions in the state. 

  

Analysis of the data on quality of houses by religious groups shows that the houses of the 

Christian community are of much higher quality than that of either Hindus or Muslims. 

The proportion of luxurious or very good houses among the Christians is double that 

among the Hindus or Muslims.  If we take quality of housing as an indicator of the 

economic wealth of the household, it is clear from the data that Christian households are 

much better off than their counterparts from other religious groups. 
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Difference in Quality of House, Emigrants and Non-Migrants, Goa 2008
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The principal fuel used for cooking in Goa is LP Gas. Nearly 80 per cent of the 

households in Goa use LPG for cooking compared to 92 per cent among emigrant 

households.  Next in importance is wood with 13 per cent households in Goa and the 

proportion among emigrant households is just 5 per cent. 

 

It is well known that there has been a very sharp increase in the number and quality of 

consumer durables in Goan households.  One way to demonstrate the impact of migration 

on the consumption of durables is by comparison of households which have emigrants 

and those that do not.  Information about the possession of 12 consumer durable items 

was obtained from all sample households through GMS.   

 

In general, the percentage of households possessing various consumer durables is quite 

high.  Nearly 90 per cent of the Goan households have a television as against 99 per cent 

among emigrant households. More than 80 per cent have a mobile phone among general 

households as against 94 per cent among emigrant households. Sixty eight per cent of the 
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households have a motorcycle as against 83 per cent among emigrant households. Three-

fourth of all the households have a refrigerator as against 96 per cent among emigrant 

households. Nearly a quarter of the households have a computer as against 35 per cent 

among emigrant households.  

 

While 50.6 per cent of the Goa households have a MP3/DVD/VCR, as much as 82.3 per 

cent of the households with emigrants possess such consumer durables. Thisis also the 

case with items such as motor cars, taxis, microwave ovens, electric cooking ovens and 

baking ovens. 

 

The GMS canvassed a module of the questionnaire on household consumption, savings 

and investment. The survey has shown that the emigrant households enjoyed a higher 

level of monthly per capita consumption (Rs. 1,913) compared to the non-migrant 

households (Rs.1,564). This is also true for the average monthly household consumption 

expenditure (Rs. 7,187 among emigrant households as against Rs. 6,640 among non-

migrant households). 

 

Regarding the pattern of expenditure on consumption items, the proportion spent on food 

is seen to be higher among the EMI households compared to other households. The per 

capita consumption levels of Christian households are seen to be higher than other two 

religious groups. Average per consumption expenditure was Rs.1,862 for Christians 

whereas it was Rs. 1,548 for Hindus and Rs. 1,615 for Muslims. 

Data on the savings and investment by the sample households were collected through 

GMS.  It may be noted that in general there is a tendency among households not to report 

or considerably under-report the data on these variables and therefore, the data will give 

us only a rough idea of their saving and investment behaviour.  About 61 per cent of both 

emigrant and non-migrant households reported savings; however, the average annual 

household savings reported by the emigrant households is Rs. 21.375 compared to Rs. 

14,531 among non-migrant households. Similarly, the average household investment 
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among the non-migrant households was about Rs.14,609 as against Rs.23,697 among 

emigrant households 

 

The social consequences of emigration will be discussed later. However, 24 per cent of 

the male emigrants got married and left their wives and children to fend for themselves. 

This also leads to married women to take a role as the head of the household in the 

absence of their husbands. Similarly, 20 per cent of male emigrants were married 

children and another 24 per cent of them were unmarried children to their respective 

households thus leaving the elderly to be left along without the social care. 
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CHAPTER 3 

  

RETURN EMIGRATION FROM GOA 

 

According to GMS 2008, out of the 6000 households surveyed in 60 localities of both 

North and South Goa districts, the number of households comprising of only return 

emigrants was 210 (4 per cent). Moreover, the households with emigrants in 2008 had 56 

return emigrants.  In other words, there were several households in Goa which had both 

emigrants and return emigrants. However, the number of return emigrants enumerated 

was 306 persons among 266 households in Goa. There was just one return emigrants in 

about 89 per cent of the Goan return emigrant households. Eight per cent of return 

emigrant households had two returnees, 2 per cent households had three returnees and 

one per cent of the households had four return emigrant members.  

 

Among the 306 Goan return emigrants surveyed, 240 were male and 66, female. Females 

account for approximately 22 per cent of Goa’s return emigrants. 

 

According to the methodology developed by the Centre for Development Studies (see 

Zachariah and Irudaya Rajan, 2007), the number of estimated return emigrants in Goa 

was about 19,000 persons in 2008 and the return emigration rate was 5.4 per cent per 100 

households. 

 

The district profile of return emigrants in Goa is different from that of the emigrants. 

North Goa district accounted for 55 per cent of return emigrant households whereas 

South Goa district represented just 45 per cent of surveyed households. Similarly, in both 

North and South Goa, 4 per cent of the surveyed households had at least one return 

emigrant. The return emigration rate stood at 4.5 persons per 100 households in the South 

Goa compared to only 6.1 persons in the North and so it appears that Goans prefer to live 

in the North district when they return from abroad. A fewer number of Northerners 

emigrate from Goa, and post-emigration, fewer Southerners return to their original place 

of residence. 
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Of the 11 taluks in the State, Salcete in South Goa had 39 per cent of return emigrant 

households (82 out of 210) reported in the GMS. In other words, Salcete accounted for 

four out of 10 return emigrant households in Goa. After Salcete, the highest proportion of 

return emigrant households was reported in Bardez and Tiswadi taluks of North Goa with 

33 per cent and 17 per cent respectively. In summary, the three taluks of Goa (Salcete, 

Bardez and Tiswadi) account for 89 per cent of return emigrant households.  

 

Map: Return-Emigrants by Taluks 

 

Compared to 4 per cent return emigrant households in Goa, 8 per cent return emigrant 

household were reported in Bardez Taluk, followed by 7 per cent in Salcete Taluk and 4 

per cent in Tiswadi Taluk. 

 

This study bears out that Goans have returned from a very large number of countries after 

their work or study. The 6,000 households in the sample have reported that the Goan 

return emigrants who now live in the State returned from 21 different countries. 
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The GMS results regarding the destinations of Goa’s return emigrants are given in the 

Annex Tables. It is seen that the largest proportion (19 per cent) returned from Kuwait, 

followed by 16 per cent from the United Arab Emirates, 11 per cent from Bahrain and 8 

per cent from Oman. In total, the Gulf countries account for 68 per cent of return 

emigrants. Outside the Gulf region, about 4 per cent returned from Australia, 3 per cent 

each from Canada, the United Kingdom and South Africa.  Another unique aspect of the 

Goan return emigrants is that 3 per cent of them were reported to have worked in ships. 

 

The religious affiliation of the households reveals significant variations. Only 2 per cent 

of Hindu households reported return emigrants, while 10 per cent of the Christian 

families in Goa had a return emigrant. The Muslims households on an average had 6 

return emigrants per 100 households. 

 

Percentage distribution of Population and Return-Emigrants by Religion,  

Goa 2008
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Emigration and the resulting remittances result in a substantial increase in the disposable 

funds available to the household members, which should have considerable impact on the 

quality of housing and household amenities, possession of consumer durables, 

consumption pattern and the saving and investment behaviour of the households.  

 

In Goa, about 27 per cent of the houses are either of very good or luxurious standards. 

Sixty-four per cent of the return emigrant households have good and luxurious quality 

houses compared to 58 per cent of emigrant households. Again, about 6 per cent of the 

houses of return emigrants could be regarded as being of poor quality when compared to 

that of 16 per cent of the general population. A comparison of the quality of houses 

possessed by return emigrant households showed that the latter are much more superior 

in quality in contrast with the average housing conditions in the state. 

 

Most of the Goan households use LP Gas (LPG) for cooking purposes, that is, nearly 80 

per cent of the households use LPG compared to 93 per cent of the return emigrant 

households.   Wood is next in importance with 13 per cent of the households in Goa using 

it for fuel, while the corresponding proportion among emigrant households is just 3 per 

cent. 

 

A high percentage of households own different kinds of consumer durables.  Nearly 90 

per cent of the Goan households have a television set as against 98 per cent among the 

return emigrant households. Among the general households, more than 80 per cent have a 

mobile phone as against 91 per cent among return emigrant households. Sixty-eight per 

cent of the households have a motorcycle as against 85 per cent among return emigrant 

households, three-fourth of the households in Goa have a refrigerator as against 94 per 

cent among emigrant households and nearly a quarter of the households possess a 

computer as against 40 per cent among emigrant households.  
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While 50.6 per cent of the Goan households have a MP3/DVD/VCR, as high as 78 per 

cent of the households with return emigrants possess such consumer durables. The same 

holds true for items such as motorcars, taxis, microwave ovens, electric cooking ovens 

and baking ovens. In other words, on the data collected for 12 consumer durables in the 

GMS, the ownership proportion is far ahead among return emigrants compared to the 

general population. 

The GMS canvassed a module of the questionnaire on household consumption, savings 

and investment. The results show that the return emigrant households enjoyed a higher 

level of monthly per capita consumption (Rs. 1,725) compared to the non-migrant 

households (Rs.1,564). This is also true for the average monthly household consumption 

expenditure (Rs. 8,005 among return emigrant households as against Rs. 6,640 among 

non-migrant households). 

 

Data on the savings and investment by the sample households were collected through the 

GMS.  About 68 per cent of return emigrant households and 61 per cent of non-migrant 

households reported savings; however, while the return emigrant household reported 

average annual household savings of Rs. 17,661, non-migrant households reported it as 

Rs. 14,531. Likewise, non-migrant households report the average household investment 

as being about Rs.14,609 while the corresponding figure is Rs.12,964 among return 

emigrant households 

 

RETURN EMIGRANTS SURVEY 

 

Along with the GMS, another special survey was conducted among Goan return 

emigrants to assess the problems they had faced in the three phases of emigration (pre-

emigration phase in Goa, emigration phase at the countries of destination and return 

emigration phase with adjustment and rehabilitation in Goa), to suggest policy measures 

to improve the preparatory phase and return emigration phase, to assess the living 

conditions at the countries of destination and suggest suitable policy options in the 
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countries of destination. The special survey was conducted among 214 return emigrants 

in Goa, of whom 19 per cent were women and 63 per cent, Christians. Interestingly, 

among these 214 emigrants, 82 had gone abroad twice, 20 had gone thrice, 14 persons, 

four times and 12 persons, more then five times. 

 

At the time of emigration, 65 per cent were employed in the private sector (70 per cent of 

the men and 43 per cent of the women), 6 per cent were self-employed and 5 per cent 

were employed in central, state government and local bodies. Incidentally, just 8 per cent 

of both males and females were unemployed. 

 

When we enquired about the reasons for their emigration from Goa, 60 per cent of them 

reported that their first priority was to get employment, followed by accumulation of 

savings (19 per cent) and meeting of household expenses (10 per cent); second priority 

was given to accumulation of savings by 38 per cent of the return emigrants, meeting of 

household expenditure by 25 per cent and construction of house or purchase of land by 

12 per cent; third priority was given to meeting household expenditure by 24 per cent, 

purchase of land or construction of house by 23 per cent and repayment of debts by 15 

per cent of the return emigrants.  

 

Prior to emigration, about 61 per cent of the return emigrants had reported their annual 

income as less than Rs. 50,000, 16 per cent between Rs. 50,001 to Rs.100,000  another 10 

per cent between Rs.100,001 to Rs.150,000 and 13 per cent reported their annual income 

in the range of Rs.150,001 and above. The average cost of emigration is as high as Rs. 

61911, the poor could not benefit from emigration from Goa. 
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Sources of Migration Opportunities, Goa 2008
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About half of them came to know about migration opportunities through friends and 

relatives in their journey of emigration. However, this proportion is slightly higher for 

females with 55 per cent as against 48 per cent for males. Thus, social network plays an 

important role in the emigration process of Goa. About 21 per cent of them emigrated 

through newspaper and other advertisements in the print and other media, 14 per cent 

through recruitment agencies, 5 per cent through unregistered individual agents and 6 per 

cent through another emigrant.  

 

At the household level, about 37 per cent of them were ‘head of the household’, 52 per 

cent of them were ‘earning dependant’ and another 10 percent were ‘non-earning 

dependant’ at the time of their migration episode. However, 52 per cent of them were 

unmarried as against 45 per cent who were married. The proportion of unmarried females 

at the time of migration was just about 45 per cent, much lower than their counterparts at 

53 per cent. 
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The channel of migration is important for designing policies and programmes at the 

countries of origin. In the emigration process in Goa, 29 per cent of return emigrants 

went through license recruitment agencies and another 28 per cent through relatives and 

friends. Interestingly, 13 per cent of the emigrants had gone abroad through direct 

applications. However, about one-fifth of the return emigrants had gone through 

unlicensed recruitment agents or individual agents. Thus revamping the recruit agencies 

in India will not help to solve the problems of the cost of emigration. 

 

About 54 per cent of the emigrants had pre-emigration counselling. In Goa, 87 per cent of 

them had gone abroad through an employment visa whereas about 10 per cent of them 

had gone through a visit or tourist visa and then acquired employment in the countries of 

destination. Around 2 per cent of them went on a pilgrimage visa. Those who go abroad 

without the employment visa most often end up as undocumented emigrants in the 

countries of destination and look for amnesty to return to the countries of the origin.  

Even in Goa, about 42 per cent of the emigrants did not sign any contract regarding 

employment before their departure. Among those who signed the contract (124 return 

emigrants), 90 reported that the language of the contract was English, while another 16 

per cent reported that the contract was both English and Arabic. 

 

The average cost of emigration for both the first and last emigration episode ranged from 

about Rs.69,000 to Rs.70,000. Goan emigrants shell out large sums of money to emigrate 

abroad. 

 

The second and important component of the special GMS survey is to elicit information 

on the working and living conditions and other related problems at the countries of 

destination. This is of special interest for the Department of Non-resident Indian Affairs 

so that they can put proper mechanisms in place to help the emigrants. 
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Skills Acquired from Work Abroad, Goa 2008
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At the destination, about 77 per cent had been employed in the private sector, followed 

by 4 per cent in government jobs and 3 per cent,  self-employed. Another 3 per cent of 

the return emigrants had been  students. About 8 per cent reported that they had problems 

in connection with their passport, visa and work permit. 

 

There is a huge difference in the amount of annual income reported by the return 

emigrants at the place of destination. About 13 per cent of the them reported that they had 

been earning annual income of above Rs.250,001, 11 per cent between Rs. 150,001 to Rs. 

250,00, 38 per cent between Rs.50,001 to Rs.150,000 and 37 per cent below Rs.50,000. 

This is the annual income reported by the return emigrants. 

 

The special survey on return emigrants also brings forth the stark realities of the problems 

faced by the Goan emigrants at the countries of destination. About 44 per cent of them 

signed a new contract on their arrival which was against the law of the countries of 

destination.  Another 53 per cent had to surrender their passports and other documents to 

their employers. One out of four return emigrants reported that the working conditions 
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provided in the agreement were not agreeable to them. One out of three persons shared 

accommodation with other expatriates. Almost half of them found the accommodation 

was unsatisfactory and the quality of food offered was poor. More than 55 per cent had 

no religious freedom to practice their religion and 45 per cent informed that there were no 

facilities to observe religious rites and practices. 

 

About 91 per cent of the return emigrants had gone and worked abroad leaving behind 

their spouse, children and elderly parents. In other words, only 9 per cent had their spouse 

with them and 75 per cent were employed at the country of destination. Only 10 out of 

241 return emigrants approached the Indian Embassy at the country of destination and 

almost all of them got a positive response from the officials at the Embassies. In other 

words, most of them either had no severe complaints or was not interested to speak out 

and chose to suffer rather than risk compulsory expatriation. 

 

In most of the destination countries, the employer is supposed to provide free 

accommodation and food to expatriate workers.  The special survey among the return 

emigrants reveals a different story. One of out of three emigrants had not received either 

accommodation or food from the employer; 18 per cent received accommodation, 14 per 

cent received food and only 38 per cent received both free accommodation and food. 

Among the employers who provided food, 31 per cent of them had provided it free of 

cost, 22 per cent at subsidised rates, 14 per cent at normal price and 3 per cent at 

exorbitant price. 

 

In their absence, 28 per cent of return emigrants reported that their households were 

managed by their spouse and an overwhelming 60 per cent reported that their parents 

managed their households. About 87 per cent of them used banks to transfer their 

remittances from the countries of destination to origin. 
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The average reported monthly income of the return emigrants at the destination was Rs. 

21,176, out of which about Rs.5,771 was used for living expenses, Rs. 10,830 was 

remitted home every month for various purposes and Rs. 4,574 was saved  every month. 

 

 In their absence, return emigrants faced several social problems at home. About 17 per 

cent had a member in the household with prolonged illness, another 14 per cent had lost 

one of their family members, 14 per cent had lost their assets and 8 per cent each had 

problems with personal safety and litigation and about 11 per cent reported that their 

children’s behaviour had become problematic during their absence. 

 

When we enquired about the reasons for return, two out of five reported that they 

returned due to the expiry of their work contract. Another 20 per cent of Goan emigrants 

returned due to low wages, poor working conditions, hostile climate and harsh behaviour 

of the employer. One of out of 10 emigrants had to return because of their own ill-health 

during their working life in the countries of destination. About 6 per cent had been 

compulsorily expatriated from the job. 

 

However, during their stay abroad, the emigrants acquired new skills which helped in 

their rehabilitation on return. About 40 per cent had acquired technical skills, 28 per cent 

managerial or supervisory skills, 21 per cent accounting skills, 22 per cent marketing 

skills, 10 per cent leadership or organisational skills, 15 per cent management skills and 

another 22 per cent acquired navigation skills. 

 

On their return to Goa, 33 per cent were currently employed in the private sector and an 

overwhelming 25 per cent had enrolled themselves as self-employed. However, 6 per 

cent reported as unemployed after return, while three per cent managed to find 

employment in the central or state government service. Out of 133 return emigrants who 

reported as working, 48 per cent had regular employment, 39 per cent held temporary 

employment and only 13 per cent were casually employed. If we consider the sector of 
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employment after return, 28 per cent were working in hotels and restaurants, 12 per cent 

each in manufacturing and trade, 10 per cent each in construction and personal services 

and 7 per cent in transport. Among the 54 self-employed reported in the special return 

emigrant survey, 96 per cent reported as own-account workers and another 4 per cent 

reported as both own-account worker and employer. 

Return-Emigrants and Type of Investments by Sex, Goa 2008
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On use of earnings from abroad, 30 per cent had used their money for the medical 

treatment of some of their family members, 12 per cent for the marriage of their sisters or 

daughters, 26 per cent for the education of their children and another 22 per cent, to repay 

their debts. However, 16 per cent of them invested in residential/non-residential 

buildings, 7 per cent initiated new business enterprises, 18 per cent invested in transport 

vehicles and 8 per cent invested in agricultural land and real estate business. 

 

When we asked about their future plans, 38 per cent of the return emigrants said they 

would like to start a new business in the future, 19 per cent wanted to get employment 

and another 14 per cent wanted to retire from work. Interestingly, one out of five return 

emigrants wants to re-emigrate. On the question of Goa government policies on 



 64 

rehabilitation of return emigrants, 50 per cent of them expressed the opinion that the 

government should pay more attention to the issue. 
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CHAPTER 4 

    

OUT MIGRANTS FROM GOA 

 

Out of 6000 households surveyed in 60 localities of both North and South Goa districts in 

GMS 2008, the number of households that had only out migrants was 211 (4 per cent). 

Further, there were 27 households which had both out migrants and return out migrants in 

2008. The number of out migrants enumerated was 342 persons in 238 households. Of 

the out migrant households in Goa, it was found that about 71 per cent had just one out 

migrant, 21 per cent had two out migrants, 5 per cent had three out migrants, 3 per cent 

had four out migrants and 1 per cent of the households had five out migrant members. 

 

Out of the 342 out migrants from Goa, 223 were male and 119 were female. Females 

account for approximately 35 per cent of the Goan out migrants. 

   

According to the methodology developed by the Centre for Development Studies (see 

Zachariah and Irudaya Rajan, 2007), the number of estimated out migrants in Goa stood 

at about 19,180 persons. 

 

Taking the two districts of Goa, South Goa district accounted for 59 per cent of out 

migrant households while North Goa district represented just 41 per cent of the surveyed 

households. Similarly, 5 per cent of the surveyed households in South Goa had at least 

one out migrant in contrast to just 3 per cent in North Goa. The out migration rate is 

estimated as 6 persons per 100 households in South Goa compared to 5 persons per 100 

households in the North.  

 

The GMS data for the 11 taluks in Goa shows that Salcete Taluk in South Goa accounted 

for 34 per cent of out migrant households (72 out of 211). In other words, one out of three 

out migrant households is found in Salcete Taluk. After Salcete, the highest proportion of 

out migrant households was reported in Tiswadi Taluk of North Goa, with 24 per cent 

and 10 per cent in Bardez Taluk of North Goa and Mormugao of South Goa respectively. 
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In other words, the four taluks of Salcete, Bardez, Mormugao and Tiswadi account for 76 

per cent of out migrant households in Goa. Compared to 4 per cent out migrant 

households in Goa, the variations among the taluks range between 1 to 6 per cent. Thus 

out migrants in Goa are more dispersed compared to emigrants or return emigrants.  

Map: Out-Migrants by Taluks 

 

The religious profile of the out migrant households reveals different dimensions with 

significant variations in their religious affiliations.  The religious distribution of 

emigrants is very different from that of the general population. While Hindus comprise 

66 per cent of the general population, 71 per cent of the out migrants were Hindus.  On 

the other hand, while 26.7 per cent of the general population is Christian, only 24 per cent 

of the out migrants were Christians.   

 

The GMS collected the year at first the out migrants left Goa to other parts of India. Out 

of the 342 out migrants surveyed, 13 per cent first migrated before 1995, 52 per cent 
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during 1996-2005 and 33 per cent since 2006. Among the males, 31 per cent migrated 

after 2006 as compared to 38 per cent of the females during the same period. 

 

In Goa, out migrants, like their counterparts (emigrants), are better educated than the 

general population. Sixty-seven per cent of the migrants have at least a secondary level 

educational qualification, while the corresponding percentage is just 28 per cent among 

the general population. Among the out migrants, females are better educated than the 

males. For instance, 40 per cent of the female out migrants were degree holders compared 

to just 38 per cent among the male migrants. The difference between males and females 

in the case of out migrants was just 2 percentage points compared to 11 per cent among 

emigrants who were degree holders. 

 

At the time of out migration from Goa, about 45 per cent (53 per cent of males and 30 per 

cent of females) were private sector employees, 22 per cent were students and 7 per cent 

were unemployed. The activity status of out migrants was slightly different among both 

males and females at the destination in India. About 53 per cent of them worked in the 

private sector (61 per cent of the males and 40 per cent of the females) and 9 per cent in 

the public sector, while 8 per cent were self-employed. Half of the out migrants continued 

as students at the place of destination and the unemployment level was almost nil at the 

place of destination.   

 

In 2008, the largest proportion, that is, 57 per cent of Goan out migrants lived in the 

neighbouring state of Maharashtra, followed by 18 per cent in Karnataka and 4 per cent 

in Delhi. In other words, 80 per cent of Goan out migrants lives in just three Indian states 

– Delhi, Karnataka and Mahrarashtra. However, the GMS reports that Goans are found in 

27 of the states in India. 
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Percentage of Out-Migrants and state of destination, Goa, 2008
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As far as sending children for higher education is concerned, large differences are 

perceived in the case of out migrant and non-migrant households. Seven per cent of non-

migrant household children attended private-aided and self-financing colleges as against 

19 per cent of the children in out-migrant households. Similarly, the annual average cost 

of education among non-migrant households stood as Rs. 7,268 as against Rs. 11,920 for 

out migrant households.  To sum up, migrant households (emigrant or return emigrant or 

out migrant or return out migrant) invest heavily on human resources in terms of the 

education of their children compared to non-migrant households. A similar trend is 

observed with regard to the average expenses for the treatment of various chronic 

diseases among Goan households. 

 

Out migration from Goa has resulted in a substantial increase in the funds that the 

members of the households have at their disposal. About 27 per cent of the houses in Goa 

are either of very good standard or luxurious. However, 47 per cent of the out migrant 
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households have houses of good and luxurious standards. Further, about 10 per cent of 

the houses of out migrants are considered to be of poor quality compared to 16 per cent 

of the houses belonging to the general population.  

 

Nearly 80 per cent of Goan households use LP gas (LPG) for cooking purposes compared 

to 92 per cent for the out migrant households.  The cooking fuel next in importance is 

wood, with 13 per cent households in Goa using it; the proportion of emigrant households 

that uses wood is just 4 per cent. 

 

Over the past few years, there has been a very sharp increase in the number and quality of 

consumer durables in Goan households.  The impact that migration has on the 

consumption of durables can be demonstrated by comparing households which have out 

migrants and those that do not.  GMS collated information on the possession of 12 

consumer durable items from all sample households.   

 

In general, a high percentage of Goan households possess various consumer durables.  

Nearly 90 per cent of the households have a television set while the corresponding 

percentage is 98 per cent for the migrant households. Most of the households (more than 

80 per cent) have a mobile phone as against 94 per cent of the emigrant households. 

Sixty-eight per cent of the households possess a motorcycle as against 80 per cent among 

out migrant households. There is a refrigerator in 75 per cent of all the households, 

compared to 90 per cent of the emigrant households. Nearly a quarter of the all the 

households in Goa have a computer as against 34 per cent among the out migrant 

households.  

 

The results of the survey reveal that the out migrant households enjoyed a higher level of 

monthly per capita consumption (Rs. 2,203) compared to the non-migrant households 

(Rs.1,564). Similarly, out migrant households had a higher average monthly consumption 
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expenditure of Rs. 8,093 higher compared to that of the non-migrant households which 

stood at Rs. 6,640. 

 

The GMS data on the savings and investment of the sample households showed that 

about 61 per cent of both out migrant and non-migrant households reported savings. Out 

migrant households reported the highest average annual household savings among all 

types of migrant households, that is, Rs. 32,139 compared to Rs. 14,531 for non-migrant 

households, Similarly, out migrant households reported higher average household 

investment at Rs.19,249 as against Rs.14,609 by the non-migrant households. 
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CHAPTER 5 

    

RETURN OUT MIGRANTS FROM GOA 
 
 
Of the 6000 households surveyed in 60 localities of both North and North Goa districts, 

GMS 2008 reports that the number of households that had return out-migrants was 259 (4 

per cent). The enumeration included 395 persons from the 259 households with both 

return out migrants and out migrants. There was just one return out migrant in about 85 

per cent of Goan emigrant households, two returnees in 13 per cent of return out migrant 

households and three return out migrants in one per cent of the households. However, 

there was one return out migrant households each with four and seven members 

respectively. 

 

The 395 Goan return out migrants enumerated included 326 males and 69 females. 

Females comprised about 18 per cent of the total number of return out migrants in the 

State.  

   

The methodology developed by the Centre for Development Studies (see Zachariah and 

Irudaya Rajan, 2007) indicates that the number of estimated return out migrants in Goa is 

about 21,750 persons. 

 

The proportion of return out migrant households was seen to be higher in South Goa 

district compared to North Goa district, with the former representing 63 per cent of the 

return out migrant households and the latter just 37 per cent of the surveyed households. 

Again, there was at least one return emigrant in 6 per cent of surveyed households in 

South Goa as compared to just 3 per cent in North Goa. While the return out migration 

rate stands at 10 persons per 100 households in the South Goa, it is only 4 persons in the 

North.  

 

Taluk-wise data shows that of the11 taluks in Goa, Salcete in South Goa had 55 per cent 

of return out migrants households (142 out of 259) reported in the GMS. This means that 

one of out two return out migrant households are in Salcete. Coming next is Tiswadi 
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Taluk of North Goa where 29 per cent of the return out migrant households was reported. 

Therefore, two taluks of Goa (Salcete and Tiswadi) account for 84 per cent of return out 

migrant households. Bardez Taluk with 6 percent and Sanguem Taluk with 4 percent 

respectively had the next highest proportion of return out migrant households among 

Goa’s taluks. 

Map: Return-Out Migrants by Taluks 

 

Compared to 4 per cent of return out migrant households in Goa, 12 per cent return out 

migrant households were reported in Salcete Taluk, 7 per cent in Tiswadi Taluk, 3 per 

cent in Sanguem and 2 per cent each in the taluks of Bardez and Canacona. 

 

The religious distribution of return out migrants presents a picture different from that of 

the general population. While Hindus make up 66 per cent of the general population, 71 

per cent of the Hindus are return out migrants.  On the other hand, while Christians 
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account for 26.7 per cent of the general population, the proportion of return out migrants 

among them is 24 per cent.   

Percentage of Return Out Migrants Activity Before and After Migration, Goa, 2008
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The economic activities of the return out migrants before leaving Goa for abroad and 

their occupations after return from their episode of out migration are different for males 

and females. While about 49 per cent of them were private sector employees (52 per cent 

among males and 33 per cent among females) before leaving Goa, only 37 per cent could 

resume work in the private sector after return to Goa, showing a decline of 12 percentage 

points. Similarly, just 4 per cent of the return out migrants had public sector jobs before 

leaving from Goa, but on their return, 14 per cent (14 per cent among males and 10 

percent among females) could get into public sector employment.  

 

Only 4 per cent of Goans (4 per cent among males and 3 per cent among females) were 

self- employed before leaving Goa. However, once they returned, one-fourth of the return 

out migrants involved themselves in self-employment (28 per cent among males and 12 

per cent among females). Likewise, while 15 per cent of the return out migrants went out 

of Goa for studies (14 per cent among males and 18 per cent among females), the 
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proportion declined to just 3 per cent on their return. Finally, 12 per cent (14 per cent 

among males and 6 per cent among females) of them were unemployed at the time of 

migration, and on their return, just 2 per cent of them reported as job-seekers or 

unemployed in Goa. 

 

The GMS confirms that Goans have returned from various parts of India – roughly about 

27 states. As in the case of out migrants, the highest proportion of return out migrants had 

returned from Maharashtra (49 per cent) and Karnataka (13 per cent). A few other states 

also report reasonably larger proportions of return out migrants to Goa (New Delhi 

reported 5 per cent, Rajasthan and Gujarat, 4 per cent each and Kerala had 3 per cent). 

 

There are large differences between return out migrant and non-migrant households as far 

as sending children for higher education is concerned. Half of the non-migrant household 

children study in government schools as against 39 per cent in return out migrant 

households – a 13 percentage point difference. So also, only 7 per cent of non-migrant 

children attend self-financing educational institutions as compared to 19 per cent among 

children of return out migrant households. The percentage share of educational 

expenditure to total annual consumption expenditure works out to be 28 per cent for non-

migrant households compared to 32 per cent for return out migrant households. 

 

Likewise, the annual average cost of education among non-migrant households stood at 

Rs. 7,268 as against Rs. 17,838 among return out migrant households.  Summing up, it 

can be inferred that migrant households invest heavily on human resources in terms of 

education on their children compared to non-migrant households.  

 

A substantial increase in the disposable funds of households and remittances that follow 

is one of the inevitable consequences of emigration. These surplus funds should have 

considerable influence on the quality of housing and household amenities, possession of 

consumer durables, consumption pattern and the saving and investment behaviour of the 

households.  
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Houses of good and luxurious standards comprise about 27 per cent of the residences in 

Goa. However, the percentage of return out migrant households with good and luxurious 

quality houses stands at 47 per cent. Further, 10 per cent of the houses of emigrants are 

considered to be of poor quality compared to that of 16 per cent among the general 

population. Comparison of the quality of the houses possessed by all four types of 

emigrant households shows that they are far more superior in relation to the average 

housing conditions in the state. 

  

LPG is the prime cooking medium and nearly 80 per cent of the households in Goa use it 

for cooking compared to 89 per cent among return out migrant households.  Coming next 

in importance, wood is used by 13 per cent households in Goa, with the proportion of 

return out migrant households using it for fuel standing at just 4 per cent. 

 

Generally, a high percentage of Goan households possess various kinds of consumer 

durables. Nearly 90 per cent of the Goan households have a television set, while the 

corresponding percentage for return out migrant households is 96 per cent. Mobile 

phones are possessed by more than 80 per cent of the general households as against 94 

per cent among return out migrant households. Sixty eight per cent of the households 

have a motorcycle as against 79 per cent among return out migrant households. A 

refrigerator is owned by 75 per cent of all the households as against 88 per cent among 

return out migrant households. About one-fourth of the households have a computer 

compared to 34 per cent among return out migrant households.  

 

Items like MP3/DVD/VCR are owned by 50.6 per cent of Goan households, while as 

high a proportion as 74 per cent of the households with return out emigrants possess such 

consumer durables. A similar trend is noticed in the case of durables such as motor cars, 

taxis, microwave ovens, electric cooking ovens and baking ovens. 
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The GMS revealed that the return out migrant households enjoyed a higher level of 

monthly per capita consumption (Rs. 1,735) compared to the non-migrant households 

(Rs.1,564). The same holds true as regards average monthly household consumption 

expenditure which was Rs. 7,298 among return out migrant households as compared to 

Rs. 6,640 among non-migrant households. As far as average annual household savings is 

concerned, return out migrant households reported it to be Rs. 25.321 compared to Rs. 

14,531 reported by non-migrant households.  
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CHAPTER 6 

 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMACT OF EMIGRATION 
 

Emigration brings financial and economic benefits to the families left behind. To assess 

the impact on women, the GMS conducted a special survey among 282 married women 

left behind in order to assess social and psychological stress they experience in terms of 

adjusting to life in the absence of their husbands (see appendix for the questionnaire). 

Similarly, the GMS conducted another special survey among 1,756 elderly persons (962 

males and 794) above 60 years to understand the effect on elderly persons in the absence 

of their married and unmarried children who have migrated. 

  

ON WOMEN 

 

According to the methodology developed by the Centre for Development Studies 

(Zachariah and Irudaya Rajan, 2009), the number of women left behind due to the 

husband’s emigration was estimated as 17,873. For every 100 emigrants, there were 32 

women left behind. In other words, for every 100 married women in Goa, there are 5 

married women whose husbands are away. 

 

Among the women left behind, 71 per cent are Christians, followed by 24 per cent among 

Hindus and 5 per cent among Muslims. Similarly, 75 per cent of the women belong to 

South Goa as against 25 per cent in North Goa. Among the taluks of Goa, the highest 

proportion of women left behind was found in Salcete Taluk (68 per cent), followed by 

13 per cent in Bardez and 8 per cent in Tiswadi taluk. 

 

Many of the women left behind were quite young; thirty pe rcent were below 30 years of 

age and another 28 per cent belong to the age group 30-39. About 17 per cent of them 

were 50 years or older. 
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Women left behind in Goa are better educated than their counterparts in the general 

population. According the GMS, 14 per cent of women had completed secondary school 

as against 28.7 per cent among women left behind. Similarly, among the degree holders, 

the proportion was 27.3 per cent among women left behind as against 10 per cent among 

the general population. Interestingly, women left behind by the emigrating husbands were 

as well educated as the emigrant women. Among them, nearly 55 per cent had a 

minimum of secondary education and another 26 per cent had a degree. For instance, the 

corresponding percentages among emigrant women were: 58.8 per cent with secondary or 

higher level of education, 36 per cent with a degree. 

 

This is also true of emigrating husbands; however, some emigrating husbands also marry 

women who are equally or better educated. For instance, 4.6 per cent of emigrating 

husbands had completed primary schooling as against 10.3 per cent among wives and 

28.7 per cent of both emigrating husbands and wives left behind belonged to the 

‘secondary school completed’ category.  

 

Though the wives of the emigrant husbands left behind are educationally more qualified 

than women in the general population, their occupational status is dismally low compared 

to all women in Goa. Most of the women left behind, (85 per cent) were engaged in 

household activities. Compared to the general female population in Goa, women left 

behind are more active in the performance of household duties with a difference of 40 

percentage points. About 7 per cent of women left behind were employed in the private 

sector. However, 88 per cent of emigrating husbands were engaged in the private sector, 

followed by 10 per cent in self-employment activities. One of the reasons for the low 

employment levels among women left behind is possibly the remittances received from 

their emigranthusbands. 

 

According to the results of the special GMS, the average age of women who were left 

behind in Goa was 37.8 years while that of their husbands was about 44 years. About 30 
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per cent of the women were below 30 years and 20 per cent of them above 50 years. One-

fourth of the women were reported to be in the age group of 25-29 years. The husbands 

of the women left behind were older by six years. This is slightly higher compared to the 

age difference between husbands and wives in the general Goan population which is 

about five years. 

 

One out of three married women whose husbands were away, had just completed five 

years of married life together. In respect 8 per cent of them, their husbands had left them 

within one year of marriage. Only 40 per cent among the married women had lived with 

their husbands for more than fifteen years before their husbands emigrated. In other 

words, large proportions of women who were just married or married with small children 

were left behind to fend for themselves in the absence of their husbands.However, at the 

time of marriage, 66 per cent of the husbands were living in Goa; only 33 per cent of the 

women had husbands who were working abroad. One of out of every three women 

married their husbands well aware of the social costs and the economic benefits of the 

new alliance.  Among the 93 women who married emigrant husbands, an overwhelming 

98 per cent of them reported that the marriage took place only because the groom was an 

emigrant at the time of marriage.    

 

 

When we enquired about visits by the emigrant husbands from abroad, 31 per cent of 

them informed us that their husbands never visited them after they had left for 

employment abroad. About 25 per cent of their husbands visited them only once or twice 

after their emigration. Another 33 per cent of women reported that their husbands visited 

more than 5 times during their employment abroad.  

 

Four out of the five women left behind never visited their husbands abroad. Among the 

remaining 20 per cent, 14 per cent visited their husbands just once (probably immediately 

after marriage), and another 6 per cent twice. This indicates that most of the emigrating 

husbands are not earning enough in their destination to be able take their wives and 
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children along.  Therefore it is no wonder that 30 per cent of husbands never visited their 

wives back home after emigration and that 81 per cent of the wives never visited their 

husbands abroad. 

 

Among the 53 women in the sample who visited their husbands in the countries of their 

destination, 25 per cent stayed with their husbands for just one week, another 28 per cent 

stayed with them for 8 days to three months and 8 per cent, for more than a year 

 

The communication pattern between husbands and wives reveal several interesting 

features. Communicating with each other (about 74 per cent) over land phone or mobile 

is one of the commonest means of communication between wives left behind and their 

husbands abroad. About 7 per cent used email and another 10 per cent used webcam to 

interact with their husbands abroad. The frequency of communication is high as we see 

from the following observations from the GMS. About 16.9 per cent of absentee 

husbands communicated with their wives every day, 43 per cent once in a week, 13 per 

cent once in two weeks and 19 per cent only once a month. The mobile revolution in 

India and abroad has helped the emigrating husbands and wives left behind to 

communicate with each other frequently to relieve their social and psychological 

tensions. 

 

One of the economic benefits of emigration by husbands is the inflow of remittances 

from the countries of destination.  According to the GMS, 81 per cent of wives left 

behind reported to have received annual remittances amounting to less than Rs. 50,000 

and another 16 per cent received between Rs. 50 000 to 100,000. In about 44 per cent of 

the cases, the mode of transfer of funds was directly through banks, in 33 per cent of the 

cases the transfer was through cheques and bank drafts. Another 15 per cent of the 

transfer was through other financial institutions such as the UAE Exchange Centre and 

Western Union whereas 6 per cent of the transfer was through friends and relatives on 

home visits. 
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An overwhelming 87 per cent of wives left behind received the remittances in their 

names while in 11 per cent of the cases, the remittances were made payable to a parent of 

the husbands. Again, 71 per cent of wives had full control over the remittances from 

husbands compared to 21 per cent who had only partial control. One of out of ten women 

whose husbands were away had no control of their husbands’ earnings. In fact, out of 282 

women interviewed, 23 women had no control over remittances from their husbands. 

When we enquired as to how they managed their households without any financial 

support from their husbands, 13 per cent of them reported income from property, 30 per 

cent indicated their own earnings, while 44 per cent were taken care of by their parents 

and another 13 per cent by their in-laws. 

 

About 56 per cent of wives left behind reported that neither they nor other members of 

the household held any property. Out of 124 women who reported ownership of property, 

only 43 per cent held properties in their names, another 49 per cent had joint ownership 

with husbands and 10 per cent shared the ownership with other members of the 

household. Regarding the type of property owned, 46 per cent reported possessing land 

and another 48 per cent reported that they owned houses. 

 

To the query on the source of income for maintaining the household in the absence of the 

husband, the response was that remittances formed the single source of livelihood among 

66 per cent households. Regarding the utilisation of remittances, we found that 47 per 

cent spent them on meeting day-to-day household expenses and another 29 per cent 

added the remittances to their savings. Savings out of remittances seem to be much 

higher among women left behind.    

 

One out of even two women reported that they were in the habit of saving money without 

the knowledge of their husbands and family.  Three out of four women had either a 
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saving account in the bank or post office. Twenty per cent of the women contributed to 

chitties/kuries, which are widely recognised as major instruments of saving.  

 

To assess the women’s autonomy, the GMS canvassed the following information: 

question of day-to-day household expenses, expenditure on personal attire such as saris 

or footwear, purchase of clothes for children and social visits. We asked: who took the 

decisions regarding the pattern of spending? More than 80 per cent of the wives reported 

that they made the decision on their own with regard to the first four items; however, in 

the matter of undertaking social visits, an overwhelming 36 per cent of wives took the 

permission of their husbands. Evidently, the absence of husbands away from home 

provides the women with ample opportunities for planning their expenditure. One out of 

two women had also the benefit of consultation with their more experienced friends. 

 

In the absence of their husbands, women experience social problems. Among them listed 

in the GMS, loneliness was probably the most acute problem experienced by the young 

(below 30 years) and old (above 30 years) wives, followed by the burden of shouldering 

additional responsibilities in the absence of the spouse. Last but not least, they are faced 

with the specific problem of all pervasive insecurity.  

 

Incidentally, one out of 10 women felt that bringing up children in the absence of 

husbands was a serious problem. To another direct question relating to children’s 

education in the absence of husbands, 38 per cent of women felt that their children would 

have fared much better in their studies, if the father was around. Misbehavior, 

disobedience and lack of interest in studies were the three worst problems faced by the 

women in managing their children.  

 

The GMS also enquired about the relationship that the wives left behind had with their 

in-laws with whom they had to interact frequently. Twenty per cent of the wives reported 

that their relationship with their in-laws was excellent. Another 38 per cent reported 
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normal relationship followed by 43 per cent who reported strained relationships. 

Financial issues appeared to be the most prominent explanation for these strained 

relationships. 

 

If a member of the household has to be rushed to the hospital in an emergency, who does 

it? About 65 per cent of the women reported that they would take them to the hospital; 20 

per cent reported that their parents would take the responsibility and an equal proportion 

of women said that their in-laws and other family members would do so. 

 

We asked a few questions to assess the social costs and economic benefits of the 

husband’s migration in terms of satisfaction in life, good and bad experiences.  About 27 

per cent of the wives reported that they were fully satisfied with their lives, followed by 

another 29 per cent who reported very satisfied; and 18 per cent reporting just satisfied. 

Dissatisfied women in all categories come to just 6 per cent. 

 

We have listed ten good and bad experiences in the lives of the women whose husbands 

are away so as to provide a balance sheet on the costs and benefits of emigration (see the 

questionnaire in the appendix). Eighty per cent of the wives reported that the financial 

benefits were the best outcome. Among the negative factors, an equal proportion reported 

loneliness, isolation and heavy responsibilities. In other words, the social costs and 

economic benefits weighed equally for the wives left behind. 

 

Before leaving the household surveyed, we asked on last question to gauge the overall 

opinion among the women left behind with regard to the husband’s emigration. The 

question was, “If you have a daughter of marriageable age, whom would you like her to 

marry? Three options were provided: A person working in Goa or a person working 

outside Goa but within India, or a person working outside India?” Almost 90 per cent of 

the women preferred to their daughters to get married to persons living and working in 

Goa. Only a handful, that is, 8 per cent, wanted to their daughters to marry a man who 
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worked abroad. Thus, in spite of huge increases in family incomes through remittances, 

women who have gone through the trauma of separation from their husbands because of 

emigration, do not want their daughters to go through the same experience. 

On Elderly 

To assess the impact of migration (international and internal) on the elderly, the GMS 

canvassed a special module among 1,756 elderly persons of which 962 were males and 

794 females. Out of the 1,756 elderly persons, 322 (18 per cent) lived in migrant 

households where some of the adult members were absent during our survey. The 

remaining elderly lived in non-migrant households. 

 

Among the elderly surveyed in both types of households, 10 per cent lived in migrant 

households and 13 per cent lived alone in non-migrant households without any married or 

unmarried sons. According to the GMS, about four per cent of the elderly live alone in 

both migrant and non-migrant households. However, about 31 per cent of the elderly live 

with spouse only in migrant households in the absence of their children who have 

migrated compared to 29 per cent in non-migrant households whose children are living 

away from their house but live in Goa. Similarly, about 48 per cent of the elderly live 

with either married sons or married daughters in non-migrant households, while 46 per 

cent were found in the similar living arrangements in the migrant households. Another 7 

per cent of the elderly lived with other relatives (not with any of the living children) 

among non-migrant households compared to 9 per cent among migrant households. 

Migration, indeed, affects the living arrangements of the elderly in Goa. 

  

One out of three elderly persons currently lives in Goa with spouse alone as per the GMS. 

However, one out of five elderly lives with their spouse and married children (married 

son or married daughter). Among the elderly who live alone (62 in our sample), 60 per 

cent live close to their relatives (55 per cent among non-migrant households and 82 per 

cent among migrant households). 

 



 85 

On the question of the best place for the elderly to live at old age, an overwhelming 42 

per cent of the elderly belonging to migrant households said that they preferred to live 

with spouse alone compared to 37 per cent among non-migrant household elderly 

members. About 6 per cent of them preferred to live alone among migrant households 

compared to just 3 per cent among non-migrant households. Similarly, 8 per cent of the 

elderly in migrant households reported that an old age home was the best place for 

persons to live in old age although they currently lived in households as against just 3 per 

cent among non-migrant households. In fact, 11 per cent of elderly belonging to 

migration households was willing to move to an old age home as against 8 per cent 

among the elderly of non-migrant households. 

 

In economic terms, the elderly who belong to migrant households are far ahead compared 

to their counterparts. About 41 per cent of elderly in migrant households own land 

compared to 31 per cent among non-migrant households. Similarly, 60 per cent of elderly 

belonging to migrant households reported holding bank deposits compared to just 50 per 

cent among elderly in non-migrant households. One out of four elderly in migrant 

households reported remittances as their main source of income. Elderly in migrant 

households live in a comparatively better housing environment, with bath-attached 

bedrooms and sleeping arrangements suitable to their age. For instance, about 47 per cent 

of the elderly in migrant households reported their sleeping arrangement as “good” 

compared to just 29 per cent in non-migrant households.  

 

The current state of health of the elderly differs between migrant and non-migrant 

households. Forty-one per cent of elderly in the migrant households reported their current 

state of health as “excellent or good” as against twenty-nine per cent among the non-

migrant household elderly. Thirty-nine per cent of the elderly living in migrant 

households preferred to use private hospitals for treatment compared to twenty-nine per 

cent in the non-migrant households.  
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When we enquired about the ailment/injury/accident experienced during the last one 

month among the elderly in Goa, 11 per cent of the surveyed elderly reported an episode 

which led them to consult a doctor and to pay for diagnostic tests and medicines. The 

average cost incurred by the elderly belonging to migrant households works out to be Rs. 

4,955, almost double when compared to Rs. 2,997 among non-migrant households. 

 

Similarly, seven per cent of the surveyed elderly in Goa had been hospitalised during the 

last year due to ill-health. In 2008, on an average, the elderly in Goa had to spend Rs. 

24,798 for their inpatient treatment such as consultation, diagnostic charges, medicines, 

room rent, travel and other related costs; however, the average cost is Rs.37,227 for 

elderly living in migrant households compared to Rs. 21,431 among non-migrant 

households. 

 

Regarding the use of aids to manage handicaps such as walking, seeing and hearing, 44 

per cent of the elderly belonged to migrant households and could afford to purchase such 

aids as against 32 per cent among non-migrant households. Similar differences were 

reported in the case of affording to smoke (14 per cent of migrant households as against 

11 per cent among migrant households), and affording alcoholic drinks (17 per cent as 

among migrant households as against 11 per cent among non-migrant households). 

 

In a nutshell, while emigrants bring remittances and the women and elderly left behind 

are economically well off and enjoy all economic benefits, socially, they are isolated, 

lonely and burdened with other additional responsibilities. 
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CHAPTER 7 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 
 

The GMS has canvassed four specially designed modules among 6000 sample 

households in 60 localities selected at random from both rural and urban areas of two 

districts using a Stratified Multistage Random Sampling Method. The ultimate sample 

unit was households. 

 

Although a small state, Goa is said to have a vast international diaspora. Goans are 

considered a highly mobile population; they are found the world over and it would be 

difficult to name a country without a Goan community. This is the general understanding 

among most scholars in the state of Goa. This general understanding about the high 

mobility of Goans was perhaps true to a great extent in the past for a few taluks of the 

state, especially during the Portuguese period. 

 

The number of emigrants from Goa who maintain their roots in Goa is just 56,000 

persons or 16 per 100 households. The number of emigrants who have returned to Goa is 

just 19,000. Only 12 per cent of the households in Goa have an emigrant living abroad 

and just 4 per cent of the households have a return-emigrant. If we consider the Goans 

who went abroad for work and to earn money to improve their standard of living, 16 per 

cent of the households in Goa can boast of having an emigrant or return emigrant in their 

household.  

 

Emigration from Goa is highly concentrated with respect to origin, both geographically 

and culturally. One taluk out of the 11 in the state, namely, Salcete, accounts for 50 per 

cent of emigrant households, and one religious group out of several in the state – the 

Christians – accounts for 74 per cent of the emigrant households from state.  This is an 

extreme concentration. 
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However, Goan emigrants are well dispersed all over the world. The GMS, in its survey 

of 718 emigrant households, has found Goans in 43 countries of the world (the actual 

number of countries could be much higher). About 56 per cent of Goa emigrants are in 

the Gulf region. About 13 per cent are in Europe, 11 per cent in South and South East 

Asia and 10 per cent are in North America. One unique feature of Goa emigrants is that 

about 7 per cent of them are working in ships. 

 

In recent times, the destination of emigrants from Goa has been shifting in favour of the 

Gulf region. The proportion of emigrants who went to the Gulf region has increased from 

50 per cent among those who went abroad before 2000 to 62 per cent among those who 

emigrated after 2000. 

 

 The average cost that a Goan emigrant incurs in order to emigrate is Rs. 62,000; about 

Rs. 28,000 or 45.7 per cent of the total is paid to the recruitment agencies.   

 

The most important source of funds for emigration in Goa is emigrant’s own parents. For 

41 per cent of the emigrants, parents provided the financial support; 38 per cent of the 

emigrants used their personal savings.  In 32 per cent of the cases, other members of the 

family chipped in.  Thus, much of the cost of Goa emigration was met from within the 

family. Dependence on moneylenders, sale of property or jewellery, etc., as sources of 

funds for emigration were relatively rare in Goa. 

 

Emigrants from Goa are mostly Christians (74 per cent), although they are only one-

fourth of the state’s population. Though Hindus account for two-thirds of Goa’s 

population, they form just 20 per cent of the emigrants. Emigration rate is 42 per 100 

households among Christians, but only 5 per cent among Hindus.  

 

According to the GMS, 20 per cent of the emigrants from Goa are females with an 

emigration rate of 3 women per 100 households. The proportion of females among 

emigrants to the Gulf region is less than that of other regions. Emigrants are more 
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educated than the general population. The proportion of women among emigrants who 

are degree holders is much higher than that of males. 

 

According to GMS, the total remittances to Goa in 2008 are estimated to be about Rs. 800 

crore, of which Rs. 313 crore is received directly by households as household remittances.  

Christian households received 71 per cent of the remittances, although their share in the 

total population is only 26 per cent.  

 

The two districts of Goa, North and South, shared the total remittances to the state more 

or less equally.  However, out of the 11 taluks, only Salcete received 35 per cent of the 

total remittances.  Thus, like emigration, receipt of remittances is also highly 

concentrated, geographically and by religion.  

 

Although the total household remittances are as high as Rs. 313 crore, not many 

households have benefited from this. While the emigration rate is 16.1 per cent and the 

proportion of households with emigrants is 12.0 per cent, only 7.8 per cent of Goan 

households received any money as remittance from abroad in 2008. However, 19.5 per 

cent of the Christian households received remittances compared to 2.6 per cent of Hindu 

families. 

 

More than 80 per cent of the households that received remittances used the money for 

daily subsistence. One-third of them used it for meeting the educational expenses of 

family members. One-fourth used it to pay back debts. More than a quarter of the 

households deposited some of the remittances in banks. 

 

Remittances to Goa are having a significant effect on the economy. Remittances are 6.3 

per cent of the SNDP of Goa. Remittances are one-third of the revenue receipt of Goa but 

only 6 per cent of the Government expenditure. 
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As the distributions of emigration and remittances are highly skewed, they could be 

adding to regional inequality in income and wealth in Goa. 

 

 

While 28 per cent of Goa’s population has secondary or higher levels of education, the 

corresponding percentage among emigrants is 58 and that among return emigrants is 44.  

The return emigrants are not as well educated as the emigrants. Lack of education could 

be a factor contributing to their return. 

 

Unemployment rate in Goa is not very high: only 8.9 per cent (7.2 among males and 13.2 

among females). It is higher among emigrants and return emigrants (before emigration).  

Among emigrants before emigration, unemployment rates are 12.6 per cent among males 

and 18.5 per cent among females. The rates are 9.6 and 11.8 among return emigrants 

before emigration.  After their return, the overall rate decreased to 7.1 among males, but 

increased to 20 per cent among females. 

 

The relatively low unemployment rate in Goa is partly due to emigration of the 

unemployed.  In 2008, there were about 48,000 unemployed persons in Goa. Among 

those who emigrated 6,499 persons were unemployed. Had they not emigrated, the 

unemployment rate in the state would have been 9.2 per cent, i.e., 3.5 per cent higher. 

 

Half of the employed in Goa work in the private sector. The other sectors which employ 

significant numbers are self-employment (15 per cent) and Government/semi-

Government services (18 per cent). 

 

There is considerable similarity in the pattern of employment of males and females in 

Goa.  This is not the case in many other states. Three-fourths of the male emigrants came 
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from the private sector. About 40 per cent of the female emigrants also came from the 

private sector. Before emigration 74.5 per cent of the returns emigrants were gainfully 

employed, but after their return only 58.5 per cent were gainfully employed.  Before 

emigration, about 58 per cent of them were in private sector, but after their return, only 

30 per cent returned to the private sector.  Before emigration 6.5 per cent were self-

employed, but after return, the proportion in the self-employment sector increased to 22.2 

per cent.   

 

Transition of the employed from the private sector to the self-employment sector and a 

reduction of 3.5 per cent in the unemployment rate are the principal consequences of 

emigration on the employment scenario in Goa. 

 

Goa is known for its achievements in education and health. According to the latest 

Sample Registration System (2007), Goa is reported to have one of the lowest infant 

mortality rates in India with 13 infant deaths per thousand live births. Equally important 

are the high level of literacy rates in Goa. According to the 2001 Census, 82 per cent of 

Goans are literate - 88 per cent and 75 per cent among males and females, respectively. 

 

According to the GMS, one-fifth of the households have used remittances for the 

education of children, thereby contributing to the improvement of the quality of human 

resources at the household level in Goa. Interestingly, in women-headed households 

where husbands are away at work outside India, 38 per cent used remittances for 

educational purposes. 

 

Our analysis indicates that not only emigrants, but also non-emigrant household in Goa 

incur heavy expenditure on the education of children. For instance, the proportion of 

education expense to total expenditure was 27.7 per cent among non-migrant households 

as against 31.9 among return emigrant households. Similar differentials were also 

reported in the case of health expense to total expenditure. In sum, households in Goa 
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spend large sums of money on human development (education and health), reflecting the 

high value placed on human resource enhancement in Goa. 

 

This is again reflected clearly in the data on the educational institutions that the children 

in various types of households attend. In Goa, half of the non-migrant household children 

attend government schools as against just 34 per cent belonging to emigrant households. 

Similarly, just 7 per cent of non-migrant children attend self-financing institutions 

compared to 21 per cent children belonging to emigrant households. Overall, all four 

types of migrant households (emigrant, return emigrant, out migrant and return out 

migrant) invest more money on their children compared to non-migrant households. 

 

The annual average cost of education among non-migrant households stood at Rs. 7,268 

as against Rs.17,467 and Rs.17,838 among emigrant and return out-migrant households, 

respectively. 

 

One in three non-migrant households visited Government hospitals for recent health 

episodes as against one in six among emigrant households. Interestingly, 72 per cent of 

the emigrant households visited the private hospitals for treatment of their ailments 

compared to just 55 per cent among non-migrant households. This is also reflected in the 

average cost of consultation, transportation and cost of medicines. For instance, the return 

emigrant households spent Rs. 2,178 for the ailment episode compared to just Rs. 1,229 

by non-migrant households. 

 

In summary, it can be inferred that the people of Goa generally invest large sums of 

money for the education of children and treatment of ailments. Migrant households play 

an important role in fuelling the cost of education and medical treatment by their 

tendency to put their children in private unaided and self-financing educational 

institutions and visiting the private and super speciality hospitals in Goa. 
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Conspicuous consumption is a hallmark of most international migrants.  Emigrants 

become accustomed to many modern consumer durables in their new place of residence. 

When they return home their higher purchasing power spurs them to go all out to acquire 

such goods.  As a result, a much larger proportion of all types of migrant households are 

in possession of modern consumer durables than the non-migrant households. Excess 

consumption by the migrant households over non-migrant households is observed for 

every item that GMS investigated.  Thus, while 27 per cent of Goan households live in a 

very well-appointed or luxurious houses, as much as 58 per cent of the households with 

an emigrant and 64 per cent of households with a return emigrant enjoy such living 

conditions.  Similarly, while 81 per cent of Goa’s population has a mobile phone as much 

as 93 per cent of households with an emigrant have a cell phone. About 74 per cent of 

Goa households have a refrigerator, but 86 per cent of households with an emigrant have 

a refrigerator.  This kind of relationship is observed in the case of each and every durable 

good studied in this enquiry. 

Emigration has indeed caused increased consumption of modern consumer durables and 

raised the standard of living of the Goa households, particularly those with migrants. 

 

The GMS has shown that the migrant households enjoyed a higher level of consumption 

compared to the non-migrant households. Interestingly, it is noted that among the  

migrant households, those with members who migrated to other parts of India or returned 

after working in other parts of the country, enjoyed a per-capita consumption level 

comparable to (or even better than) that of emigrant and return emigrant households. 

Regarding the pattern of expenditure on consumption items, the proportion spent on food 

did not show any significant difference between migrant and non-migrant households. 

 

Data on the savings and investment collected from the GMS revealed that out-migrant 

households have a higher level of savings compared to the emigrant households.  Among 

the emigrant households, the return emigrant households have a low level of saving 

compared to emigrant households.  In general, the average savings of the migrant 

households are higher than that of the non-emigrant households.   
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Coming to investment, the amount reported by emigrant households is higher than other 

households.  In general, though the migrant group reports higher figures than the non-

migrant, the differences are not very striking between the two groups.   

 

It appears from the data on consumption, savings and investment, that migration, as a 

process, has helped the emigrant and internal migrant households to only marginally 

improve their economic conditions. 

 

The social impact of migration was assessed by the special survey conducted among 

women left behind and the elderly population of Goa. According to the GMS, the 

estimated number of married women left behind in Goa in 2008 is 17,873.  For every 100 

Goan emigrants, there are 32 women left behind; for every one hundred married women, 

there are five married women whose husbands live away from them in another country. 

Nearly 71 per cent of the women left behind were Christians. A quarter of the women left 

behind were Hindus. Many of the women left behind were quite young: thirty per cent 

were below 30 years old.  About 17 per cent of them were 50 years or older.  

 

Women left behind in Goa are better educated than their counterparts among the general 

population. According to the GMS, 14 per cent of women have completed secondary 

school as against 28.7 per cent among the women left behind. Similarly, among the 

degree holders, the proportion was 27.3 per cent among women left behind as against just 

10 per cent among the general population.  

 

Though the women left behind are educationally qualified compared to the general 

population, their occupational status is dismally low compared to that of the total female 

population of Goa. Most of the women left behind – about 85 per cent – were engaged in 

household activities, confined at home to take care of the household and look after their 

children. 
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About 31 per cent of them stated that their husbands never visited after they went abroad. 

About 25 per cent of their husbands came home on one to two occasions after their 

emigration. Another 33 per cent of women reported that their husbands visited more than 

five times during their stint abroad. Four out of five women left behind never visited their 

husbands in the foreign country. Among them, 14 percent visited their husbands just one 

time (probably immediately after marriage), and another 5 per cent, twice. 

 

An overwhelming 87 per cent of women directly received remittances in their names as 

against 11 per cent whose in-laws received the remittances. Again, 71 per cent of women 

had fully control of the husband remittances compared to 21 per cent who had partial 

control of the remittances. One of out of ten women whose husbands are away had no 

control over their husband’s earnings. In fact, out of 282 women interviewed, 23 women 

had no control over the remittances from their husbands. 

 

In the absence of husbands, women do face certain problems. Among the social problems 

faced by them as listed in the GMS, loneliness occupies the number one position, both 

among young women (below 30 years) and older women (above 30 years). The second 

problem  is the additional responsibilities they had to shoulder in the absence of 

husbands, and finally, there was the spectre of insecurity. Incidentally, one out of 10 

women also felt that bringing up children in the absence of husbands was a difficult issue. 

 

 Almost 90 per cent of the women prefer to have their daughters married to those who 

work and live in Goa. Just a handful, i.e., 8 per cent of women wanted to have their 

daughters married to those who work abroad. Thus, in spite of huge increase in family 

income through remittances, women who have gone through the trauma of separation 

from their husbands because of emigration do not want their daughters to suffer a similar 

fate. 
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Most of the migration-related parameters of the state seem to indicate that today Goa is a 

relatively attractive place for both migrants and natives. .Demographic trends, resulting in a 

considerable contraction of young working age population, also point towards diminishing 

prospects for acceleration in emigration. Equally important is the global financial meltdown 

and the decrease in oil price. As against these negative factors, there is a significant positive 

factor, namely, the differentials between what some Goans can earn in Goa and what they 

could expect to earn in foreign countries. The Gulf region is emerging as an attractive 

destination for some members of the Goan society, especially the Christians. On these 

accounts, it is reasonable to conclude that, in the immediate future, emigration from Goa is 

likely to continue at a level not very much different from the current level. 

 

Remittances per household are lower for those who went to the Gulf region than for those 

who went to other regions. The proportion of emigrants to the Gulf countries is increasing 

relative to emigration to other regions. This factor and the decrease in oil prices could dampen 

prospects for a rapid increase in remittances to Goa.  There are, however, many other factors 

are also affecting future remittances to the state. One is the inevitable transition of the future 

emigrants from Goa to a higher level of employment at higher wage levels. A second factor is 

the emergence of the Indian financial system as a safer place compared to the banks elsewhere 

in the world for the emigrants to park their savings. A continued increase at the present rate is 

the most likely future scenario. 



 97 

 
 

 

Appendix 1: Sampling Frame 

 

The state of Goa consists of 2 districts, 11 Taluks, 347 Villages, 45 Towns, 201 Town 

wards and 294,812 Households (HHs) as of 2001 Census. Out of a total of 294,812 

households, 145,229 are in the rural areas (villages) and 149,583 in urban areas (towns). 

 

The primary sampling unit of GMS was at the household (HH). On the basis of the 

experience of the Kerala Migration Study (KMS) conducted in 1998, 2003, 2007 and 

2008 (Zachariah and Irudaya Rajan, 2003; 2007; 2008), and taking into consideration the 

size of the Goan population (1.347 million in 2001), it was decided that a sample of 3,000 

HHs would be more than adequate to provide a reliable estimate of migration. As the 

proposal has been to include a special survey among return emigrants, women left behind 

and the elderly, it was decided to increase the sample from 3,000 to 6,000 households. 

The 6,000 sample HHs is selected by Stratified Multistage Random Sampling Method. 

The distribution of the 6,000 sample HHs by districts and rural/urban status is presented 

in Table 1. 

 
Table 1: Sample Households by districts and rural/urban status 

 

Number of Localities in the Sample   Number of HHs, Sample 

District Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

1 North Goa 33 18 15 3300 1800 1500 

2 South Goa 27 12 15 2700 1200 1500 

 Goa  60 30 30 6000 3000 3000 

 

 

 
Stratified Multistage Random Sampling Procedure 

Strata Used in the Sampling 

The rural and urban areas of each district in the state form the strata.  There are 2 districts 

in Goa and therefore there are 4 strata: 2 rural strata and 2 urban strata.   
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Stages in Sampling 

1 District 

2 Taluks 

3 Rural and Urban Strata 

4 Villages/Town Wards (Localities) 

5 Households 

 

Sampling Procedure 

 

From each stratum, a certain number of localities (Villages or Municipal Wards) were 

selected on the basis of the number of HHs in the Strata (proportional sampling). From 

each selected locality, 100 HHs were selected by systematic random sampling method. 

This will be done in the field in each locality at the time of the survey on the basis of 

available lists of households at the local level. The sample of 6,000 HHs would, 

therefore, be selected from 60 (6,000 divided by 100) localities (Villages or Town 

Wards).   

 

The distribution of the 60 sample localities is done on the basis of the proportion of HHs 

in the strata (based on the census 2001) to the total number of HHs in the state (Census 

2001). 

 

For example, the rural area of North Goa District has 164,129 HHs (Census 2001) and 

Goa as a whole has 294,812 HHs.  Thus, the number of sample localities in the rural 

strata of North Goa district would be: 

= 60* 164129/294812 

= 33 (correct to the nearest integer) 

These numbers for the 2 districts are given in tables 1 and 2. 
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Table 2: Number of Localities (Villages and Town Wards) and sampling fraction 

 

Goa Number of Households (HH) Sampling Fraction 

 Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

North Goa 164129 88265 75864 1.005306801 1.019656716 0.988611199 

South Goa 130683 56964 73719 1.033034136 1.053296819 1.017376796 

Goa 294812 145229 149583 1.017597655 1.032851565 1.00278775 

 

The localities in the sample were selected by a multistage sampling method. The first 

stage was the Taluk in the case of the rural strata and the Town in the case of the urban 

strata.  The selection was done on a proportional basis.  Thus, in the case of the rural 

stratum of North Goa, all the 6 Taluks were selected. From each of the selected Taluks, 

one or more villages was selected. Usually only one village was selected from a 

particular Taluk, but if a particular Taluk had a relatively large number of HHs, two or 

more villages were selected from that Taluk. Thus, in the case of Bardez Taluk, four 

villages (Oxel, Assagao, Moira, Pileme) were selected from the same Taluk.  

 

Sampling fraction 

 

The ratio of the number of HHs in the sample to that in the total population is the 

sampling fraction. The overall sampling fraction was 1.018 per cent. Thus corresponding 

to every one lakh (100,000) HHs in the population, 1,018 HHs would be included in the 

sample. This fraction was expected to be the same in all the strata, but due to 

approximation (the number of localities in a stratum was corrected to the nearest integer 

and no fraction of a locality was used), there are slight differences in the sampling 

fraction especially in the urban stratum. The list of 60 sample localities by their location 

(District, Tehasil/Town, Village/Ward) with the number of HHs in the Taluk/Town and 

Village/Ward is given in Annex Table 1. The list of the research investigators who 

conducted the GMS are also presented in the annex table 2. 
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The sample size by taluks for Goa is given in table 3. According to the GMMS, 60 

localities consisting of 6,000 households each were surveyed in both the rural and urban 

areas of Goa. The highest number of households was surveyed in Salcete Taluk in South 

Goa comprising 1,200 households and the lowest number of 200 was surveyed in both 

Satari and Pernem Taluks of North Goa. Both Satari and Pernem Taluks also have no 

sample in the urban areas whereas the highest number of urban sample households were 

selected from both Tiswadi Taluk of North Goa and Salcete Taluk of South Goa. The 

highest number of rural sample households were selected from both Ponda Taluk of 

North Goa and Salcete of South Goa. Among the districts, North Goa had 3,300 

households surveyed as against 2,700 for South Goa. 

 

Table 3: Sample Size in Goa by Taluks Rural and Urban, 2008 

 

Taluks No of 

Households 

Number of Sample 

Households 

Number of Sample Localities 

 Total Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

Tiswadi 35492 1000 300 700 10 3 7 

Bardez 51392 900 400 500 9 4 5 

Pernem 14967 200 200 0 2 2 0 

Bicholim 18811 300 200 100 3 2 1 

Satari 12036 200 200 0 2 2 0 

Ponda 31431 700 500 200 7 5 2 

Salcete 59063 1200 500 700 12 5 7 

Mormugoa 32299 600 100 500 6 1 5 

Sanguem 13979 300 200 100 3 2 1 

Quepem 16136 300 200 100 3 2 1 

Canacona 9206 300 200 100 3 2 1 

Total 294812 6000 3000 3000 60 30 30 

North Goa 164129 3300 1800 1500 33 18 15 

South Goa 130683 2700 1200 1500 27 12 15 
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Annex Table 1: Sample localities by their location 

 

SlNo SlNo Dt Taluk R/U North Goa Population Locality HHs 

1 1 1 1 Rural Pernem 12956 Corgao 1381 

2 2 1 1 Rural Pernem 12956 Tuem 567 

3 3 1 2 Rural Bardez 21178 Oxel 630 

4 4 1 2 Rural Bardez 21178 Assagao 871 

5 5 1 2 Rural Bardez 21178 Moira 1014 

6 6 1 2 Rural Bardez 21178 Pilerne 992 

7 7 1 2 Urban 
Mapusa   (M 
Cl) 

8952 
Mapusa   (M Cl) - Ward 
No.2 

828 

8 8 1 2 Urban 
Mapusa   (M 
Cl) 

8952 
Mapusa   (M Cl) - Ward 
No.12 

492 

9 9 1 2 Urban Calangute  (CT) 3532 
Calangute  (CT) - Ward 
No.1 

3532 

10 10 1 2 Urban 
Reis Magos  
(CT) 

1981 
Reis Magos  (CT) - Ward 
No.1 

1981 

11 11 1 2 Urban 
Socorro 
(Serula)  (CT) 

2493 
Socorro (Serula)  (CT) - 
Ward No.1 

2493 

12 12 1 3 Rural Tiswadi 12092 Navelim 280 

13 13 1 3 Rural Tiswadi 12092 Ella 950 

14 14 1 3 Rural Tiswadi 12092 Siridao 619 

15 15 1 3 Urban 
Panaji (M 
Cl+OG) 

16045 
Panaji  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.2 

699 

16 16 1 3 Urban 
Panaji (M 
Cl+OG) 

16045 
Panaji  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.9 

673 

17 17 1 3 Urban 
Panaji (M 
Cl+OG) 

16045 
Panaji  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.16 

877 

18 18 1 3 Urban Panaji  (M Cl) 13581 
Panaji  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.15 

723 

19 19 1 3 Urban Panaji  (M Cl) 13581 
Panelim  (OG) - Ward 
No.17 

275 

20 20 1 3 Urban Calapor  (CT) 2714 
Calapor  (CT) - Ward 
No.1 

2714 

21 21 1 3 Urban 
Bambolim  
(CT) 

1118 
Bambolim  (CT) - Ward 
No.1 

1118 

22 22 1 4 Rural Bicholim  10875 Aturli 93 

23 23 1 4 Rural Bicholim  10875 Maem 1542 

24 24 1 4 Urban 
Sanquelim  (M 
Cl) 

2422 
Sanquelim  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.2 

161 

25 25 1 5 Rural Satari 10427 Mauzi 231 

26 26 1 5 Rural Satari 10427 Caranzol 152 

27 27 1 6 Rural Ponda 20737 Orgao 1021 

28 28 1 6 Rural Ponda 20737 Adcolna 291 

29 29 1 6 Rural Ponda 20737 Candepar 708 

30 30 1 6 Rural Ponda 20737 Marcaim 1196 

31 31 1 6 Rural Ponda 20737 Codar 165 

32 32 1 6 Urban Queula  (CT) 1166 
Ponda   (M Cl) - Ward 
No.9 

790 

33 33 1 6 Urban Curti  (CT) 2915 Curti  (CT) - Ward No.1 2915 

     South Goa    
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34 1 2 1 Rural Mormugao  5527 Pale 351 

35 2 2 1 Urban 
Mormugao  (M 
Cl) 

21714 
Mormugao  (M Cl) - 
Ward No.2 

726 

36 3 2 1 Urban 
Mormugao  (M 
Cl) 

21714 
Mormugao  (M Cl) - 
Ward No.7 

1380 

37 4 2 1 Urban 
Mormugao  (M 
Cl) 

21714 
Mormugao  (M Cl) - 
Ward No.14 

1197 

38 5 2 1 Urban 
Mormugao  (M 
Cl) 

21714 
Mormugao  (M Cl) - 
Ward No.19 

1128 

39 6 2 1 Urban Sancoale  (CT) 3418 
Sancoale  (CT) - Ward 
No.1 

3418 

40 7 2 2 Rural Salcete 24861 Nagoa 609 

41 8 2 2 Rural Salcete 24861 Raia 1939 

42 9 2 2 Rural Salcete 24861 Vanelim 315 

43 10 2 2 Rural Salcete 24861 Talaulim 774 

44 11 2 2 Rural Salcete 24861 Velim 1450 

45 12 2 2 Urban Margao  (M Cl) 17708 
Margao  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.2 

1648 

46 13 2 2 Urban Margao  (M Cl) 17708 
Margao  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.6 

1180 

47 14 2 2 Urban Margao  (M Cl) 17708 
Margao  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.10 

516 

48 15 2 2 Urban Margao  (M Cl) 17708 
Margao  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.14 

750 

49 16 2 2 Urban Navelim (CT) 2518 
Navelim (CT) - Ward 
No.1 

2518 

50 17 2 2 Urban 
Sao Jose de 
Areal  (CT) 

1903 Sao Jose de Areal  (CT) 1903 

51 18 2 2 Urban 
Cuncolim  (M 
Cl) 

3679 
Cuncolim  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.2 

491 

52 19 2 3 Rural Quepem  8422 Assolda 367 

53 20 2 3 Rural Quepem  8422 Molcarnem 312 

54 21 2 3 Urban 
Curchorem 
Cacora  (M Cl) 

4851 
Curchorem Cacora  (M 
Cl) - Ward No.10 

558 

55 22 2 4 Rural Sanguem  11503 Colem 843 

56 23 2 4 Rural Sanguem  11503 Costi 183 

57 24 2 4 Urban 
Sanvordem  
(CT) 

1098 
Sanguem  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.5 

127 

58 25 2 5 Rural Canacona 6651 Cola 947 

59 26 2 5 Rural Canacona 6651 Cotigao 575 

60 27 2 5 Urban 
Canacona  (M 
Cl) 

2555 
Canacona  (M Cl) - Ward 
No.10 

290 
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Appendix II: Methodology 

 

Method of Estimating the Number of Migrants  

This study is based on the information provided by a sample of households from Goa. 

The sample households are selected from a sample of 60 localities of which 33 are from 

North Goa and 27 are from South Goa; 30 localities are from rural areas and 30 are from 

urban areas. The sample localities were selected from the list of localities given in the 

2001 Census of Goa. From each selected locality, a random sample of 100 households 

was selected for GMS. Thus, the sample consists of a total of 6,000 households from 60 

localities, each providing 100 households.  

 
Estimation at Taluk Level 

The method described below is for estimation of emigrants (EMI) in the 11 taluks of Goa. 

The same method is used for all other migration streams, emigration (REM), return out-

migration (ROM) and out-migration (OMI).  

Let 

ri = Number of EMI in the sample households in the ith locality 

hi = number of sample households (HHs) in the ith locality (100) 

Hi = Total number of HHs in the ith sample locality (from census) 

H = Total number of HHs in the taluk (from Census)   

Then 

EMI = [{sum of (Hi*ri/hi)}/ Sum of Hi[*H 

Estimates for Districts and State are obtained by adding taluk level 

estimate.  
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Total Remittances (TR)  

India receives a very large amount of money as workers’ remittances from abroad.  In 

fact, in recent years, remittances to India were more than that received by any other 

country in the world (World Bank, 2008). 

Reserve Bank of India publishes the annual remittances to India. For 2008, remittances to 

India amounted to US$ 42.589 billion. The Bank, however, does not publish the 

distribution of national remittances by states. Published Reserve Bank sources therefore 

do not indicate how much Goa or any other state in India has received in 2008 by way of 

workers remittances from abroad.  In order to get state-wise estimates for Goa or any 

other state, we have to resort to other methods. 

 

Household Remittances (HR) and Total Remittances (TR) 

Total remittances include remittances received directly by the households and those 

received by institutions.  The part received by the households is called Household 

Remittances (HR). Household surveys like the GMS are not designed to estimate the 

total amount of remittances to a state. What such surveys can do at best is to estimate 

what is called household remittances, that is, part of the remittances received by 

households from abroad through different channels.  However, a good part of the 

remittances to the state come through unspecified channels to institutions, and not to 

households.  Therefore, to estimate the total remittances to the state, other methods have 

to be used.  Surveys like GMS are not sufficient for that purpose.  

There is no unique method for estimating state-level remittances from abroad. Several 

approximate methods can, however, be used. One such method is to distribute the 

national total remittances by the proportion of emigrants in a state to emigrants at the 
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national level.  The problem with this method is that data on emigrants is extremely 

scarce.  In the absence of data on emigration, ECR (Emigration Clearance Required) 

passports could be substituted as a crude approximation. The proportion of ECR passport 

holders from Goa was 0.38 per cent of the corresponding number at the all-India level 

(Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs, Annual Report 2007-08). If this ratio is applied to 

all-India remittances, then Goa’s share of remittances would be US$ 162 million.  

All-India Remittances     = US $42.589 billion 

 Goa’s share of All-India ECR passports  = 0.0038 

 Goa’s share of remittances    =  0.0038*42.589 billion  

= US$ 0.162 billion 

        = US$ 162 million 

    = Rs. 8,100 million (Rs. 810 crores) @  Rs. 50 per dollar 

 = Rs. 7,290 million (Rs. 729.0 crores) (@ Rs. 45 per dollar 

    = Rs. 6480 Million (Rs. 652 crores) (@ Rs. 40 per dollar 

This is one estimate of the remittances to Goa in 2008.  

 

An alternate approach was used in the Kerala Migration Study (KMS). It was a 

regression method using two variables, namely, NRI deposits in Kerala banks and the 

total number of emigrants from the state.  For Goa, a modified regression method is 

used.  In this modified regression, in addition to the two variables used for Kerala, one 

more variable, namely, the total household remittances is also used. Thus, Total 

Remittances to Goa is assumed to be function of  

 

(i) household remittances in Goa (see below),  
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(ii) total number of emigrants from the state, and  

(iii) the total of NRI deposits in the various banks located in the state (see 

appendix table for details). 

 

Calculations are indicated below: 

 Household Remittance in Goa in 2008    =   Rs 313.3 million          (see below)   

 Emigrants from Goa, 2008                    =   56,172  

 NRI deposits in Goa banks, 2008           =   Rs 1,816 crores 

 

Regression coefficients estimated using Kerala data for 1998, 2003 and 2007 are used to 

estimate total remittances (details, see Zachariah and Irudaya Rajan, 2007). 

 

Total Remittances to Goa estimated as a function of the above three variables is Rs. 800 

crores. This estimate happened to be in the same ball park as that estimated by the 

proportion of Goa’s ECR passport. It is exactly the same, if the exchange rate used is Rs. 

49.5 per US dollar. 

  

 

Household Remittances  

 

A part of the total remittances to Goa is received by members of Goa households from 

their relatives abroad. This is what is called Household Remittance (HR) in this report. 

Several questions were asked in the survey to elicit as accurate an estimate as possible of 

the remittances the households have received in one form or another. 

 

These are: 
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Cash remittances received by the members of households (371) 

Cash value of goods (gifts) received by members of the households from 

returning relatives from abroad (38) 

Money sent or used directly by emigrants to buy or build a house or to buy land 

(40) 

Money used to buy a car/scooter, invest in the stock market, start enterprises, etc., to pay 

dowry, educational and/or medical expenses or for repayment of debts, etc. (41) 

Household remittances to Goa estimated from these questions stood at Rs. 313 crores in 

2008. 

 

                                                 
1 the numbers 37, 38, etc. are the question numbers used in the survey schedule 

Answers to these questions are used to estimate Household Remittances. 
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APPENDIX III: 

POPULATION PROJECTION FOR GOA, 2001-2051 

 

The total population of Goa was 1.347 million in 2001. Ten years earlier, the total 

population was 1.169 million. Twenty years earlier In 1981, Goa’s population was just 

about one million (1.007 million).  Annual growth rate during 1981-91 was 1.49 percent 

and that during 1991-2001 was 1.42 percent, slightly less than that of the previous 

decade.  

 

What is the likely growth in the coming decades, 2001-11, ---  2041-51?. This appendix 

will answer the above question. What is the expected population of Goa and its age-sex 

composition in the next fifty years, 2011-51? 

 

The overall growth rate (for all ages together) hides a very systematic variation in the 

age-specific rates.  Figure 1 gives age specific population growth rates during 1991-2001.  

It indicates a systematic upward trend in growth rate by age from about -0.7 percent in 

the age group 10-14 years  to +3.5 percent in the age group 50-54 years. As age increases, 

the rate of population growth also increases. It is a reflection of the declining trend in 

birth rate in Goa in the last one or two decades.  This factor has to be taken into 

consideration in estimating future population growth in Goa. 

 

Projection Method 

 

The standard component method of population projection is followed in projecting Goa’s 

population by age and sex for the years 2001 to 2051. The base year for this projection is 

thus 2001 and the base population is the age-sex distribution from the 2001 census (see 

table 1 for age distribution of Goa).    
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 Fertility and Mortality Rates 

 

The birth rate which was about 16.8 per 1000 in 1991 had declined to 14.3 by 2000. The 

death rate which was 7.5 in 1991 had declined to 7.4 in 2001 (trends in the crude birth 

and death rates, see annex table 4 for the last 35 years). For this projection, two 

assumptions about future fertility trend is made: (1) TFR would remain constant 

throughout the 50-year period 2001-2051 at a level corresponding to a birth rate of 14.5 

per 1000 population. Empirical support to this assumption is provided by the near 

constancy of the birth rate during 1992-2008. 

 

Figure 1: Annual rate of population growth in Goa by age, 1991-2001 

 

  

 

 

An alternative assumption is that fertility would continue to decline to about 1.250 by 

2041-51.  The rational behind this is the experience of other populations (especially in 

Europe) with low fertility levels (see United Nations, 2008) 
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Death rate has been fairly constant during 1991-2001 at an average level of 7.4 deaths per 

1000 population.  Approximate expectation of life corresponding to a crude death rate of 

7.4 and Goa’s age sex composition in 2001 is 72.5 for females with corresponding rate 

for males taken from Model Life Tables (Paul and Demney, West Model).   We assume 

that mortality will decline further in the coming decades and expectation of life would 

increase by 1.25 years every 10 years.  Life expectancy for females would be 77.5 by 

2041-51.  Assumption about mortality trend was the same for all projections. 

 

Migration 

 

Migration has been an important component of population growth in Goa during 1991-

2001.  The balancing equation indicated that about 52 percent of the population growth in 

Goa during 1991-2001 was due to migration. Net migration during 1991-2001 amounted 

to about 92,000 out of a total growth of 178,000. With below-replacement birth rate, it is 

very likely that, at a minimum, the present level of migration to Goa would continue for 

some more years.   We assume that in the coming decades net migration to Goa would be 

about 50,000 males 45,000 females during each of the first 5 decades of the century.  An 

alternate assumption about migration trend is that net migration would decline from 

95,000 during 2001-2011 to 50,000 during 2041-51. As a last alternative, a new 

projection was made with zero migration during the entire projection period. This 

assumption is highly unrealistic, but is included here to illustrate what will happen to 

Goa’s population without migration.   

Table 1: Balancing Equation of Vital Statistics, Goa, 1991-2001 

 Persons Male Female 

Births 1991-2001 184656 95017 89639 

Deaths 98851 50865 47986 

Natural Increase 85804 44152 41653 

Growth 177875 92458 85417 

Net Migration (NM)  92071 48306 43764 

NM as per cent of GR 51.8 52.2 51.2 
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 Age sex distribution of the net migrants is obtained by survival ratio method.  This 

distribution is maintained in the 5 decades for which projections are made.  Table 2 gives 

the age-sex composition of net migration.  

Table 2: Age-Sex Composition of Net Migration, Goa 

 

 
Age 

Males Females 

0-4 3169 1774 

5-9 5162 4665 

10-14 14164 14386 

15-19 20639 19707 

20-24 20299 14658 

25-29 16536 9200 

30-34 6759 4054 

35-39 -3416 -3119 

40-44 -4928 -6182 

45-49 -4501 -6463 

50-54 -4905 -4553 

55-59 -6002 -2900 

60-64 -7639 -2909 

65-69 -5263 -132 

70+ -1770 1579 

Total 48306 43764 

0-34 86729 68443 

35+ -35007 -21560 

 

Assumptions about future trends in fertility, mortality and migration 

It is very likely that fertility and mortality will continue to decline, but at slower rate.  It 

is more difficult to predict future migration trends.  In view of the widespread 

dissatisfaction with outsides in the state, it is possible that migration will also decline.  

On the other hand in view of the below-replacement-fertility, and economic development 

in the state, migration to Goa is likely to continue. 
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Population projections under 4 assumptions have been worked out.   

These assumptions are: 

Scenario 1  Constant fertility and constant migration 

Scenario 2 Declining fertility and constant migration 

Scenario 3 Declining fertility and declining migration 

Scenario 4 Declining fertility and no migration. 

In all the 4 set of scenarios, mortality is assumed to decline  

Table 3 gives the values of fertility and migration under alternate assumptions 

 

 

Figure 2: Age-Sex Composition of Net-Migration by Age, Goa 
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Table 3: Assumptions about fertility, migration and mortality, 2011-51, Goa 
 

   2001-11 2011-21 2021-31 2031-41 2041-
51 
Fertility (TFR) 
 Constant 1.725  1.725  1.725  1.725  1.725 
 Declining 1.725  1.606  1.488  1.389  1.250 
Migration 
 
Males, constant 50,000  50,000  50,000,  50,000 50,000  
Females, constant 45,000,  45000  45000  45000  45000 
Males, declining 50,000  43750  37500  31250  25000 
Females, declining 45000  39375  33750  28125  22500 
 
Mortality (Expectation of life at birth: West Model Life Tables) 

Males  68.570  69.904  71.238  72.572  73.905 
 Females 72.500  73.500  75.000  76.250  77.500 

 

Table 4: Population Projections for Goa According to Different Scenarios, 2001-2051 

 1 2 3 4 

2001 1347668 1349669 1347668 1347668 

2011 1558689 1560700 1558689 1513689 

2021 1777318 1761323 1747427 1527944 

2031 2000554 1947612 1905126 1536869 

2041 2216723 2103329 2018627 1492713 

2051 2429820 2219302 2110678 1391412 

 

Our projections indicate that the total population of Goa would increase to a possible 

maximum of about 2.4 million.  But the growth depends very much on net migration to 

the state.  If there is not going to be any migration between 2001 and 2051, population of 

Goa in 2051 would be more or less at the same level as it was in 2001.  As fertility is 

below replacement level and is likely to remain below replacement level in the coming 

decades, migration is the critical factor in the state’s population growth. 
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Figure 3: Projected Populations by Scenarios 1 and 4 for Goa, 2001-51 

 

  

The most likely scenario would a declining fertility regime and constant migration.  

According to this scenario population of Goa would increase to about 2.22 million, very 

much lower the 2.7 million projected by the Government of Goa and published in 

Economic Survey 2007-08 (Government of Goa, 2008, Pp. 191-92) 

Figure 4: Projected Population by Scenario 2 for Goa, 2001-51 
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Table 5: Age Structure of Population, GOA 2001 

 

Goa Rural Urban 
Age 

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

0-4 104366 53911 50455 51883 26627 25256 52481 27284 25197 

5-9 107952 55290 52662 51421 26306 25115 56519 28979 27540 

10-14 120641 61632 59009 59889 30464 29425 60749 31168 29581 

15-19 125685 65317 60368 64561 32817 31744 61130 32502 28628 

20-24 142760 76057 66703 72967 38090 34877 69798 37968 31830 

25-29 139339 71123 68216 70260 36050 34210 69081 35077 34003 

30-34 118159 61632 56527 58065 30397 27668 60089 31234 28855 

35-39 105112 53530 51582 51075 25832 25243 54030 27695 26335 

40-44 82971 44301 38671 40373 21186 19188 42593 23112 19481 

45-49 76027 38270 37758 37845 18690 19155 38181 19579 18602 

50-54 64647 33058 31590 32181 15797 16384 32465 17258 15207 

55-59 47150 23186 23964 24650 11456 13194 22504 11730 10774 

60-64 42615 20079 22537 23262 10671 12590 19361 9411 9951 

65-69 28315 12568 15747 15615 6769 8846 12705 5801 6904 

70-74 20591 8696 11894 11512 4797 6715 9083 3901 5182 

75-79 10369 4302 6067 5624 2292 3331 4747 2010 2736 

80+ 10969 4297 6672 5909 2304 3604 5062 1993 3068 

Total 1347668 687248 660420 677091 340545 336546 670577 346703 323874 
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Table 6: Population by Five Year Age Groups, Goa, 1981-2001 

 
 

  1981 1991 2001 

AGE 
GROUP MALE FEMALE  MALE FEMALE  MALE FEMALE  

0-4 51254 49369 48589 46779 53624 50199 

5-9 61975 59521 55572 54225 54996 52394 

10-14 64079 62069 66051 62881 61304 58709 

15-19 56066 54655 66676 64170 64970 60061 

20-24 53396 45722 67394 60720 75652 66364 

25-29 42472 41568 54983 53546 70745 67869 

30-34 36509 34918 47583 43095 61304 56240 

35-39 33047 32079 41929 40618 53245 51320 

40-44 28821 24882 36253 32358 44065 38474 

45-49 22837 21285 31234 28478 38066 37566 

50-54 17441 18818 24893 23112 32882 31429 

55-59 12275 13856 16187 16717 23063 23842 

60-64 12428 15705 14800 18099 19972 22422 

65-69 7330 9266 8592 11305 12501 15667 

70+ 10134 13841 12345 17360 17203 24508 

TOTAL 510064 497554 593081 573463 683592 657064 

A.N.S 88 43 1709 1540 3656 3356 

TOTAL 510152 497597 594790 575003 687248 660420 
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Table 7: Estimates of Birth and Death Rates of Goa, 1971-2007 

 Year Birth rate Death rate Natural growth rate 

  Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

1971 26.2  28.5  20.2  9.8  11.2  5.9  16.4  17.3  14.3  

1972 25.0  26.7  20.1  8.1  8.9  5.8  16.9  17.8  14.3  

1973 24.9  25.9  22.3  8.6  9.5  5.8  16.3  16.4  16.5  

1974 24.1  25.4  20.2  9.3  10.2  6.6  14.8  15.2  13.6  

1975 23.4  24.8  19.3  9.5  10.5  6.7  13.9  14.3  12.6  

1976 24.4  25.6  21.0  9.2  10.4  5.9  15.2  15.2  15.1  

1977 19.9  20.8  17.7  9.4  10.2  7.5  10.5  10.6  10.2  

1978 21.0  21.7  19.2  9.2  9.8  7.6  11.8  11.9  11.6  

1979 19.6  20.7  16.4  7.7  8.3  5.9  11.9  12.4  10.5  

1980 18.1  19.6  13.8  6.9  7.4  5.6  11.2  12.2  8.2  

1981 15.5  16.3  13.2  6.8  7.7  4.3  8.7  8.6  8.9  

1982 21.4  22.0  20.4  7.2  7.8  6.0  14.2  14.2  14.4  

1983 21.3  22.1  20.0  7.5  8.2  6.3  13.8  13.9  13.7  

1984 20.7  20.7  20.6  8.4  9.4  6.3  12.3  11.3  14.3  

1985 18.5  18.0  19.3  8.0  8.9  6.0  10.5  9.1  13.3  

1986 20.2  19.9  20.8  7.6  7.9  6.9  12.6  12.0  13.9  

1987 18.9  19.4  18.0  7.5  8.5  5.4  11.4  10.9  12.6  

1988 17.7  17.9  17.4  7.9  8.5  6.8  9.8  9.4  10.6  

1989 15.7  15.3  16.7  7.9  8.2  7.3  7.8  7.1  9.4  

1990 15.8  15.6  16.2  6.9  7.5  5.5  8.9  8.1  10.7  

1991 16.8  16.7  16.9  7.5  8.0  6.4  9.3  8.7  10.5  

1992 14.7  14.6  14.9  7.4  8.0  6.2  7.3  6.6  8.7  

1993 14.7  13.1  17.2  6.7  7.7  5.0  8.0  5.4  12.2  

1994 14.3  14.8  13.6  6.5  6.1  7.1  7.8  8.7  6.5  

1995 14.7  15.3  13.9  7.5  8.4  6.1  7.3  6.9  7.8  

1996 14.4  15.5  13.0  7.4  8.3  6.2  7.0  7.2  6.8  

1997 14.2  14.4  13.8  7.7  8.0  7.2  6.5  6.4  6.6  

1998 14.3  14.6  13.8  8.2  8.5  7.7  6.1  6.1  6.1  

1999 14.3  14.4  14.1  7.2  7.6  6.6  7.1  6.8  7.5  

2000 14.3  14.3  14.2  7.4  7.9  6.7  6.9  6.4  7.5  

2001 14.2  14.2  14.2  7.7  8.3  6.7  6.5  5.8  7.5  

2002 14.0  14.4  13.5  8.3  9.0  7.2  5.7  5.4  6.3  

2005 14.8 13.9 15.4 7.1 8.9 5.8 7.7 5 9.5 

2006 15.1 13.5 16.2 7.4 8.2 6.9 7.7 5.3 9.3 

2007 14.7  13.0  15.8  7.2  8.4  6.4  7.5  4.5  9.4  
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Table 8: Population Projections for Goa 2001-2051 Scenario 1 

 
MALES 

Age 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 53624 55446 62616 68116 72660 78427 

  5-9 54996 58834 65490 72526 76966 82395 

 10-14 61304 69587 71487 78712 84268 88885 

15-19 64970 77131 81007 87696 94766 99260 

20-24 75652 77423 85726 87717 94995 100630 

25-29 70745 74599 86750 90743 97523 104705 

30-34 61304 79138 81060 89454 91600 99006 

35-39 53245 65959 69944 82145 86298 93234 

40-44 44065 52856 70544 72693 81211 83594 

45-49 38066 44079 56646 60808 73028 77434 

50-54 32882 36541 45160 62403 64862 73518 

55-59 23063 31564 37384 49387 53713 65720 

60-64 19972 25244 28746 36712 52610 55453 

65-69 12501 18300 25442 30567 41045 45328 

70-74 10430 15830 19848 22713 29054 41646 

75-79 6953 7073 10599 15081 18625 25696 

80+ 3477 6004 10384 15358 19392 25373 

All Ages Males 687248 795608 908833 1022833 1132616 1240305 

FEMALES 

Age 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 50199 52664 59429 64593 68839 74235 

  5-9 52394 55809 62081 68698 72832 77894 

 10-14 58709 64694 67213 74023 79228 83524 

15-19 60061 72438 75886 82189 88833 93004 

20-24 66364 73434 79459 82044 88894 94153 

25-29 67869 69031 81420 84964 91332 98055 

30-34 56240 69843 76980 83106 85796 92743 

35-39 51320 63764 65068 77508 81178 87672 

40-44 38474 48881 62435 69678 75926 78793 

45-49 37566 43355 55695 57192 69638 73504 

50-54 31429 32306 42521 55877 63195 69602 

55-59 23842 32389 38082 50082 51835 64165 

60-64 22422 25626 26666 36361 49166 56501 

65-69 15667 20341 28003 33328 44420 46550 

70-74 13932 18965 21763 22914 31177 42296 

75-79 9288 10033 13318 18740 22878 31265 

80+ 4644 9507 12468 16423 18939 25557 

All Ages Females 660420 763081 868485 977721 1084107 1189516 

Total GOA 1347668 1558689 1777318 2000554 2216723 2429820 
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Table 9: Population Projections for Goa 2001-2051 Scenario 1 

 

MALE 

Age 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 53624 55446 58472 59065 56959 53720 

  5-9 54996 58834 61375 63372 61927 62187 

 10-14 61304 69587 71487 74590 75254 78293 

15-19 64970 77131 81007 83600 85646 97638 

20-24 75652 77423 85726 87717 90897 102151 

25-29 70745 74599 86750 90743 93459 101115 

30-34 61304 79138 81060 89454 91600 97780 

35-39 53245 65959 69944 82145 86298 87659 

40-44 44065 52856 70544 72693 81211 78699 

45-49 38066 44079 56646 60808 73028 72933 

50-54 32882 36541 45160 62403 64862 66374 

55-59 23063 31564 37384 49387 53713 59243 

60-64 19972 25244 28746 36712 52610 47144 

65-69 12501 18300 25442 30567 41045 47258 

70-74 10430 15830 19848 22713 29054 36298 

75-79 6953 7073 10599 15081 18625 21643 

80+ 3477 6004 8487 11946 15248 17454 

All Ages Males 689249 797620 900696 995029 1073477 1129643 

FEMALE 

Age 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 50199 52664 55488 55997 53942 50819 

  5-9 52394 55809 58162 59993 58550 55595 

 10-14 58709 64694 67213 70096 70652 68651 

15-19 60061 72438 75886 78281 80144 78739 

20-24 66364 73434 79459 82044 84978 85593 

25-29 67869 69031 81420 84964 87438 89389 

30-34 56240 69843 76980 83106 85796 88841 

35-39 51320 63764 65068 77508 81178 83797 

40-44 38474 48881 62435 69678 75926 78793 

45-49 37566 43355 55695 57192 69638 73504 

50-54 31429 32306 42521 55877 63195 69602 

55-59 23842 32389 38082 50082 51835 64165 

60-64 22422 25626 26666 36361 49166 56501 

65-69 15667 20341 28003 33328 44420 46550 

70-74 13932 18965 21763 22914 31177 42296 

75-79 9288 10033 13318 18740 22878 31265 

80+ 4644 9507 12468 16423 18939 25557 

All Ages Females 660420 763081 860626 952583 1029852 1089658 

Total GOA 1349669 1560700 1761323 1947612 2103329 2219302 
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Table 10: Population Projection for GOA 2001-2051 Scenario 2 

 

MALES 

Age 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 53624 55446 58218 57203 56199 47045 

  5-9 54996 58834 60708 61045 59929 59523 

 10-14 61304 69587 69432 70229 67237 70075 

15-19 64970 77131 78192 77308 74885 86381 

20-24 75652 77423 83633 81491 80282 93778 

25-29 70745 74599 85436 85328 83275 95860 

30-34 61304 79138 80481 86225 83690 95464 

35-39 53245 65959 70389 81738 82272 89441 

40-44 44065 52856 71427 73889 80673 82231 

45-49 38066 44079 57569 63089 75399 76625 

50-54 32882 36541 45811 64550 67965 68975 

55-59 23063 31564 37798 51074 57094 60900 

60-64 19972 25244 29162 38119 55780 48806 

65-69 12501 18300 25460 30945 42509 47333 

70-74 10430 15830 19622 22565 29422 35396 

75-79 6953 7073 10599 15092 18855 21643 

80+ 3477 6004 8487 11849 15170 17454 

All Ages Males 687248 795608 892425 971739 1030635 1096931 

FEMALES 

Age 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 50199 52664 55260 54254 49988 44541 

  5-9 52394 55809 57563 57848 53811 48085 

 10-14 58709 64694 65364 66171 63367 57306 

15-19 60061 72438 73353 72617 70404 63875 

20-24 66364 73434 77575 76434 75411 70785 

25-29 67869 69031 80237 80078 78249 74946 

30-34 56240 69843 76459 80192 78651 77224 

35-39 51320 63764 65469 77137 77528 76257 

40-44 38474 48881 63230 70752 75424 74880 

45-49 37566 43355 56526 59246 71766 73224 

50-54 31429 32306 43106 57818 65998 71452 

55-59 23842 32389 38455 51619 54923 67707 

60-64 22422 25626 27040 37651 52100 60635 

65-69 15667 20341 28020 33689 45838 49399 

70-74 13932 18965 21560 22807 31617 43912 

75-79 9288 10033 13318 18752 23126 32263 

80+ 4644 9507 12468 16321 19791 27255 

All Ages Females 660420 763081 855001 933386 987991 1013747 

Total GOA 1347668 1558689 1747427 1905126 2018627 2110678 
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Table 11: Population Projection for GOA 2001-2051 Scenario 3 

 

MALES 

 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 53624 55446 44828 38099 32889 25892 

  5-9 54996 58834 47529 39273 34287 28049 

 10-14 61304 69587 53039 44584 37940 32793 

15-19 64970 77131 53193 47304 39124 34189 

20-24 75652 77423 52688 52657 44322 37767 

25-29 70745 74599 53984 52685 46935 38888 

30-34 61304 79138 59897 52132 52207 44032 

35-39 53245 65959 63150 53336 52172 46586 

40-44 44065 52856 73065 58933 51444 51669 

45-49 38066 44079 67489 61568 52211 51278 

50-54 32882 36541 57092 70020 56801 49867 

55-59 23063 31564 47514 62788 57739 49354 

60-64 19972 25244 36636 50613 62761 51473 

65-69 12501 18300 28278 39041 52373 48887 

70-74 10430 15830 20420 26649 37569 47530 

75-79 6953 7073 10686 16763 23787.9 32788 

80+ 3477 6004 7736 12112 17412.4 25687 

All Ages 
Male 

687248 795609 777223 778558 751976 696730 

FEMALES 

 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 50199 50840 42619 36185 31204 24540 

  5-9 52394 51013 45257 37348 32564 26605 

 10-14 58709 49902 50605 42478 36097 31155 

15-19 60061 52175 50842 45144 37278 32523 

20-24 66364 58363 49665 50425 42362 36030 

25-29 67869 59571 51830 50586 44969 37178 

30-34 56240 65674 57867 49339 50168 42210 

35-39 51320 66971 58918 51381 50241 44746 

40-44 38474 55238 64686 57157 48850 49790 

45-49 37566 50001 65476 57804 50570 49605 

50-54 31429 36988 53340 62742 55679 47794 

55-59 23842 35371 47358 62382 55404 48761 

60-64 22422 28618 33955 49367 58565 52417 

65-69 15667 20476 30728 41614 55498 49900 

70-74 13932 17342 22491 27111 40125 48449 

75-79 9288 10033 13407 20565 28566 39063 

80+ 4644 9507 11676 16686 22596 33918 

All Ages 
Female 

660420 718081 750721 758312 740736 694682 

Total Goa 1347668 1513689 1527944 1536869 1492713 1391412 
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Table 12: Population Projection for GOA 2001-2051 Scenario 4 

 

MALES 

 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 53624 55446 44828 38099 32889 25892 

  5-9 54996 58834 47529 39273 34287 28049 

 10-14 61304 69587 53039 44584 37940 32793 

15-19 64970 77131 53193 47304 39124 34189 

20-24 75652 77423 52688 52657 44322 37767 

25-29 70745 74599 53984 52685 46935 38888 

30-34 61304 79138 59897 52132 52207 44032 

35-39 53245 65959 63150 53336 52172 46586 

40-44 44065 52856 73065 58933 51444 51669 

45-49 38066 44079 67489 61568 52211 51278 

50-54 32882 36541 57092 70020 56801 49867 

55-59 23063 31564 47514 62788 57739 49354 

60-64 19972 25244 36636 50613 62761 51473 

65-69 12501 18300 28278 39041 52373 48887 

70-74 10430 15830 20420 26649 37569 47530 

75-79 6953 7073 10686 16763 23787.9 32788 

80+ 3477 6004 7736 12112 17412.4 25687 

All Ages Male 687248 795609 777223 778558 751976 696730 

FEMALES 

 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 

0-4 50199 50840 42619 36185 31204 24540 

  5-9 52394 51013 45257 37348 32564 26605 

 10-14 58709 49902 50605 42478 36097 31155 

15-19 60061 52175 50842 45144 37278 32523 

20-24 66364 58363 49665 50425 42362 36030 

25-29 67869 59571 51830 50586 44969 37178 

30-34 56240 65674 57867 49339 50168 42210 

35-39 51320 66971 58918 51381 50241 44746 

40-44 38474 55238 64686 57157 48850 49790 

45-49 37566 50001 65476 57804 50570 49605 

50-54 31429 36988 53340 62742 55679 47794 

55-59 23842 35371 47358 62382 55404 48761 

60-64 22422 28618 33955 49367 58565 52417 

65-69 15667 20476 30728 41614 55498 49900 

70-74 13932 17342 22491 27111 40125 48449 

75-79 9288 10033 13407 20565 28566 39063 

80+ 4644 9507 11676 16686 22596 33918 

All Ages Female 660420 718081 750721 758312 740736 694682 

Total Goa 1347668 1513689 1527944 1536869 1492713 1391412 
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Table 1: Number and Proportion of Households by different 

types of Migration, Goa, 2008 

 
 Districts and 

Taluks 
Emigrants 

Return 

Emigrants 

Out-

Migrants 

Return  

out-migrants 

Non- 

Migrants 

Total Sample 

Households 

North Goa 243 116 87 96 2745 3287 

Pernem 9 2 9 2 177 199 

Bardez 109 69 20 15 680 893 

Tiswadi 108 35 47 74 736 1000 

Bicholim 4 2 6 1 287 300 

Satari 0    200 200 

Ponda 13 8 5 4 665 695 

South Goa 475 94 124 163 1840 2696 

Mormugao 25 4 22 3 546 600 

Salcete 363 82 72 142 538 1197 

Quepem 39 2 3 4 252 300 

Sanguem 22 3 11 9 255 300 

Canacona 26 3 16 5 249 299 

GOA 718 210 211 259 4585 5983 

Percent of Households with Migration Status 

North Goa 7.4 3.5 2.6 2.9 83.5 100.0 

Pernem 4.5 1.0 4.5 1.0 88.9 100.0 

Bardez 12.2 7.7 2.2 1.7 76.1 100.0 

Tiswadi 10.8 3.5 4.7 7.4 73.6 100.0 

Bicholim 1.3 0.7 2.0 0.3 95.7 100.0 

Satari 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 

Ponda 1.9 1.2 0.7 0.6 95.7 100.0 

South Goa 17.6 3.5 4.6 6.0 68.2 100.0 

Mormugao 4.2 0.7 3.7 0.5 91.0 100.0 

Salcete 30.3 6.9 6.0 11.9 44.9 100.0 

Quepem 13.0 0.7 1.0 1.3 84.0 100.0 

Sanguem 7.3 1.0 3.7 3.0 85.0 100.0 

Canacona 8.7 1.0 5.4 1.7 83.3 100.0 

GOA 12.0 3.5 3.5 4.3 76.6 100.0 

Percent of Migrants in each taluk to the total sample migrants 

North Goa 33.8 55.2 41.2 37.1 59.9 54.9 

Pernem 1.3 1.0 4.3 0.8 3.9 3.3 

Bardez 15.2 32.9 9.5 5.8 14.8 14.9 

Tiswadi 15.0 16.7 22.3 28.6 16.1 16.7 

Bicholim 0.6 1.0 2.8 0.4 6.3 5.0 

Satari 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.4 3.3 

Ponda 1.8 3.8 2.4 1.5 14.5 11.6 

South Goa 66.2 44.8 58.8 62.9 40.1 45.1 

Mormugao 3.5 1.9 10.4 1.2 11.9 10.0 

Salcete 50.6 39.0 34.1 54.8 11.7 20.0 

Quepem 5.4 1.0 1.4 1.5 5.5 5.0 

Sanguem 3.1 1.4 5.2 3.5 5.6 5.0 

Canacona 3.6 1.4 7.6 1.9 5.4 5.0 

GOA 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 2: Number and Proportion of Persons in different types of 

migrant households, Goa, 2008 

 

 

Persons  EMI REM OMI ROM EMI REM OMI ROM 

one Member 549 236 168 286 76.5 88.7 70.6 85.4 

Two Members 119 22 49 43 16.6 8.3 20.6 12.8 

Three Members 28 6 11 4 3.9 2.3 4.6 1.2 

Four Members 16 2 7 1 2.2 0.8 2.9 0.3 

Five Members 5 0 3 0 0.7 0.0 1.3 0.0 

Six Members 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Seven Members 0 0 0 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 

Eight Members 1 0 0 0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total houses 718 266 238 335 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 

Table 3: Migration Estimates by Districts and Taluks, Goa, 2008 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

District and 

Taluks 
REM EMI ROM OMI 

North Goa 11893 20898 6725 9575 

Pernem 178 1070 267 1783 

Bardez 8419 10397 1676 2052 

Tiswadi 2431 8034 4560 4482 

Bicholim 274 487 91 1064 

Satan 0 0 0 0 

Ponda 591 910 130 193 

South Goa 7003 35274 15028 9608 

Mormugao  409 2122 246 1968 

Salcete 6053 28275 13627 5757 

Quepem  313 2847 270 555 

Sanguem  79 788 607 544 

Canacona  149 1242 277 783 

Goa  18896 56171 21753 19183 
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Table 4:   Migrants per 100 Households by  

District and Taluks, Goa 2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Table 5: Number and Proportion of Households by different 

 types of Migration and Religion, Goa, 2008 
 

Religion EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total 

Hindu 161 79 138 184 3382 3944 22.4 37.6 65.4 71.0 73.8 65.9 

Christian 516 120 63 62 961 1722 71.9 57.1 29.9 23.9 21.0 28.8 

Muslim 39 10 10 8 225 292 5.4 4.8 4.7 3.1 4.9 4.9 

Sikhs 1 0 0 1 7 9 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.2 

Others 1 1 0 4 10 16 0.1 0.5 0.0 1.5 0.2 0.3 

 Total 718 210 211 259 4585 5983 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 

 

 

Districts and 

Taluks 
REM EMI ROM, OMI 

North Goa 6.1 10.7 3.5 4.9 

Pernem 1.0 6.0 1.5 10.1 

Bardez 13.8 17.1 2.8 3.4 

Tiswadi 5.8 19.1 10.8 10.7 

Bicholim 1.2 2.2 0.4 4.8 

Satan 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Ponda 1.6 2.4 0.3 0.5 

South Goa 4.5 22.8 9.7 6.2 

Mormugao  1.1 5.5 0.6 5.1 

Salcete 8.6 40.4 19.5 8.2 

Quepem  1.6 14.9 1.4 2.9 

Sanguem  0.5 4.8 3.7 3.3 

Canacona  1.4 11.4 2.5 7.2 

Goa  5.4 16.1 6.2 5.5 
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Table 6: Fuel used for cooking by different type of migrant households in Goa, 2008 

 

Cooking EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total 

Wood 35 7 8 10 732 792 4.9 3.3 3.8 3.9 16.0 13.2 

Electricity 13 1 1 0 102 117 1.8 0.5 0.5 0.0 2.2 2.0 

Kerosene 10 8 8 18 237 281 1.4 3.8 3.8 6.9 5.2 4.7 

LPGAS 659 194 194 231 3503 4781 91.8 92.4 91.9 89.2 76.4 79.9 

Others 1 0 0 0 11 12 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

Total 718 210 211 259 4585 5983 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 7: Quality of house by different types of migrant households, 2008 

 

House EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total 

Luxurious 92 33 13 30 132 300 12.8 15.7 6.2 11.6 2.9 5.0 

Very good 323 94 85 92 721 1315 45.0 44.8 40.3 35.5 15.7 22.0 

Good 269 65 90 108 2638 3170 37.5 31.0 42.7 41.7 57.5 53.0 

Poor 30 15 20 25 892 982 4.2 7.1 9.5 9.7 19.5 16.4 

Kutcha 4 3 3 4 202 216 0.6 1.4 1.4 1.5 4.4 3.6 

Total 718 210 211 259 4585 5983 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 8: Ownership of Consumer durables by different 

types of migrant households, Goa, 2008 

 

 

Consumer 

durables 
EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total EMI REM OMI ROM NM Total 

Motor Car 298 101 72 102 774 1347 41.5 48.1 34.1 39.4 16.9 22.5 

Taxi/Truck/Lorry 80 43 35 58 310 526 11.1 20.5 16.6 22.4 6.8 8.8 

Motor 
Cycle/Scooter 

597 176 168 205 2928 4074 83.1 83.8 79.6 79.2 63.9 68.1 

Telephone 631 170 181 207 2834 4023 87.9 81.0 85.8 79.9 61.8 67.2 

Mobile phone 670 191 190 242 3562 4855 93.3 91.0 90.0 93.4 77.7 81.1 

Television 709 204 207 249 3978 5347 98.7 97.1 98.1 96.1 86.8 89.4 

MP3/DVD/VCD 591 161 139 191 1944 3026 82.3 76.7 65.9 73.7 42.4 50.6 

Refrigerator 691 197 190 228 3127 4433 96.2 93.8 90.0 88.0 68.2 74.1 

Electric Cooking 
Oven 

132 35 23 44 223 457 18.4 16.7 10.9 17.0 4.9 7.6 

Microwave Oven 125 49 26 37 239 476 17.4 23.3 12.3 14.3 5.2 8.0 

Baking Oven 109 43 21 32 117 322 15.2 20.5 10.0 12.4 2.6 5.4 

Computer/Laptops 248 81 71 89 927 1416 34.5 38.6 33.6 34.4 20.2 23.7 

Total Households 718 210 211 259 4585 5983 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 9: Consumption of levels of Migrant and Non-Migrant households, Goa, 2008 

 

Type of households 
Variable 

EMI REM OMI ROM Non-migrant All types 

Monthly per capita consumption 
expenditure (MPCE) 

1913 1725 2203 1735 1564 1635 

Average monthly household 
consumption expenditure 

7187 8005 8093 7298 6640 6833 

Percentage of MPCE on total 53.4 50.9 49.3 49.3 52.1 48.0 
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Table 10: Savings and Investment among Migrant and  

Non-Migrant households, Goa 2008 

 

Type of households 
Variable 

EMI REM OMI ROM Non-migrant All types 

Percentage of households reporting 
savings 

60.6 67.1 50.7 51.4 61.1 60.5 

Average annual household (Rs.) 
savings 

21375 17661 32139 25321 14531 16550 

Per capita household savings (Rs.) 5661 3808 8750 6022 3423 3961 

Percentage of households reporting 
no Investments 

90.1 93.8 91.0 94.2 90.8 91.0 

Average household investments 23697 12964 19249 14757 14609 15812 

Per capita household investment 6309 2795 5241 3510 3441 3784 

 
 

Table 11: Consumer Expenditure on Education and Health 

among households in Goa, 2008 

 

Education and Health EMI REM OMI ROM NM All 

Percentage share of educational expenses to total annual expenditure 

Female Headed Households 16.0 24.2 24.3 13.7 24.2 21.8 

Male Headed Households 18.4 31.8 24.7 33.0 28.4 27.6 

All Households 17.5 30.9 24.6 31.9 27.7 26.6 

Percentage share of health expenses to total annual expenditure 

Female Headed Households 30.3 46.9 26.0 13.8 35.8 33.9 

Male Headed Households 35.9 40.7 29.6 15.7 33.7 33.1 

All Households 33.8 41.4 29.0 15.6 34.0 33.2 
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Table 12: Type of Institutions attended by Children of Migrant 

and Non-migrant households, Goa, 2008 

 

Educational Institution EMI REM OMI ROM NM All 

Government 33.6 38.3 45.0 38.7 51.6 48.7 

Private Aided 45.4 43.5 36.1 42.2 41.8 42.1 

Private aided/self financing 21.0 18.2 18.9 19.1 6.6 9.2 

Others 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 13: Annual Average cost of Education among 

Migrant and Non-migrant households, Goa, 2008 (in Rupees) 

 

Cost of education EMI REM OMI ROM NM All 

Registration/Donation 5813 3053 3482 5748 1329 2059 

Tuition fee 2411 2789 1647 3032 1078 1356 

Private tuition 1478 1092 923 818 1047 1081 

Uniform/shoes 498 462 494 371 414 425 

Cost of books 816 1007 666 977 572 629 

Transportation 6451 4734 4708 6891 2827 3456 

Total cost 17467 13137 11920 17838 7268 9005 
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Table 14:  

Place of Consultation among migrant and non-migrant households, Goa, 2008 

 

Place of consultation EMI REM OMI ROM NM All 

Government hospital 15.9 23.6 28.6 35.2 29.3 27.9 

Private hospital 71.5 69.1 54.8 50.5 54.7 56.9 

Public Health Centre 2.6 0.0 2.4 1.1 6.4 5.2 

Dispensary 8.6 7.3 7.1 9.9 6.4 7.0 

Pharmacy 0.0 0.0 2.4 3.3 0.7 0.8 

Quacks 0.0 0.0 4.8 0.0 0.3 0.4 

Paramedical persons 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.7 

Others 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 1.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 

Table 15: 

Average Expenses per month for Treatment of Chronic Diseases, Goa, 2008 
 

Cost of Health EMI REM OMI ROM NM All 

Diabetes 1036 1110 924 934 752 841 

Heart problem 2077 6077 1373 3014 1382 1846 

Arthritis 822 1357 680 891 1450 1232 

Cholesterol 885 167 913 1840 747 891 

Blood pressure 584 677 801 1073 645 660 

Asthma 613 987 1776 1066 590 697 

Cancer 3900 0 0 800 658 966 

Kidney diseases 2493 375 4540 2263 3160 2757 

Others 1570 500 737 1150 1763 1665 

Total 1184 1482 1020 1511 976 1066 
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Table 16: Emigrants and their Status in the Households by Sex, Goa, 2008 
 

Status in Household Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Husband/Wife 188 11 199 24.2 5.8 20.6 

Unmarried children 241 31 272 31.0 16.2 28.1 

Married children 154 22 176 19.8 11.5 18.2 

Son in law/Daughter in law 69 54 123 8.9 28.3 12.7 

Grand child 20 21 41 2.6 11.0 4.2 

Father/Mother/Mother in law 5 5 10 0.6 2.6 1.0 

Others (sister,  brother, and in-laws) 100 47 147 12.9 24.6 15.2 

Total 777 191 968 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 17: Goan Emigrants by Countries of destination and Sex, 2008 

 

Countries Male Female Total Male Female Total 

United Arab Emirates 150 38 188 19.7 20.3 19.9 

Kuwait 92 38 130 12.1 20.3 13.7 

United Kingdom 61 22 83 8.0 11.8 8.8 

USA 62 19 81 8.2 10.2 8.6 

Ship 66 1 67 8.7 0.5 7.1 

Bahrain 57 4 61 7.5 2.1 6.4 

Saudi Arabia 43 8 51 5.7 4.3 5.4 

Qatar 47 3 50 6.2 1.6 5.3 

Oman 34 9 43 4.5 4.8 4.5 

Australia 23 16 39 3.0 8.6 4.1 

Canada 10 3 13 1.3 1.6 1.4 

Singapore 9 4 13 1.2 2.1 1.4 

Italy 12 0 12 1.6 0.0 1.3 

France 7 3 10 0.9 1.6 1.1 

Latin America 8 2 10 1.1 1.1 1.1 

Thailand 8 1 9 1.1 0.5 1.0 

Germany 7 1 8 0.9 0.5 0.8 

Japan 6 0 6 0.8 0.0 0.6 

New Zealand 4 2 6 0.5 1.1 0.6 

Philippines 4 2 6 0.5 1.1 0.6 

Indonesia 4 1 5 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Kenya 3 2 5 0.4 1.1 0.5 

South Africa 5 0 5 0.7 0.0 0.5 

Switzerland 3 2 5 0.4 1.1 0.5 

Bangladesh 4 0 4 0.5 0.0 0.4 

China 4 0 4 0.5 0.0 0.4 

Malaysia 4 0 4 0.5 0.0 0.4 

Taiwan 3 1 4 0.4 0.5 0.4 

Argentina 3 0 3 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Hong Kong 1 2 3 0.1 1.1 0.3 

Iraq 3 0 3 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Myanmar 3 0 3 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Brazil 1 1 2 0.1 0.5 0.2 

Iran 2 0 2 0.3 0.0 0.2 

Portugal 2 0 2 0.3 0.0 0.2 

West Indies 2 0 2 0.3 0.0 0.2 

Caribbean Islands 1 0 1 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Israel 0 1 1 0.0 0.5 0.1 

Nepal 1 0 1 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Netherlands 1 0 1 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Russia 0 1 1 0.0 0.5 0.1 

Others 17 4 21 2.2 2.1 2.2 

Total 777 191 968 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 18:  Goans Emigrants by Region of destination and Sex, 2008 
 

Region Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Gulf Region 440 104 544 56.6 54.5 56.2 

Other West Asia 5 1 6 0.6 0.5 0.6 

South and SE Asia 78 29 107 10.0 15.2 11.1 

Europe 93 29 122 12.0 15.2 12.6 

Africa 8 2 10 1.0 1.0 1.0 

North America 72 22 94 9.3 11.5 9.7 

Latin America 15 3 18 1.9 1.6 1.9 

Ship 66 1 67 8.5 0.5 6.9 

Total 777 191 968 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 

Table 19: Goan Emigrants by Age and Sex, 2008 

 

Age Male Female Total Male Female Total 

less than 19 21 16 37 2.7 8.4 3.8 

20-29 204 59 263 26.3 30.9 27.2 

30-39 276 61 337 35.5 31.9 34.8 

40-49 138 34 172 17.8 17.8 17.8 

50-59 103 17 120 13.3 8.9 12.4 

60+ 35 4 39 4.5 2.1 4.0 

Total 777 191 968 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 20: Goan Emigrants by Marital status at the time of 

 Emigration, 2008 

 

Marital Status Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Unmarried 551 83 634 70.9 43.5 65.5 

Married 212 99 311 27.3 51.8 32.1 

Widow/Widower 7 7 14 0.9 3.7 1.4 

Divorced 6 1 7 0.8 0.5 0.7 

Separated 1 1 2 0.1 0.5 0.2 

Total 777 191 968 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 
 
 

Table 21: Goan Emigrants by Education status and Sex, 2008 

 

Education Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Illiterate 22 15 37 2.8 7.9 3.8 

Literate without school education 7 5 12 0.9 2.6 1.2 

Primary not completed 6 8 14 0.8 4.2 1.4 

Primary 40 11 51 5.1 5.8 5.3 

Upper primary upto secondary 254 35 289 32.7 18.3 29.9 

Secondary passed but have no 
Degree 

237 43 280 30.5 22.5 28.9 

Degree holders 198 70 268 25.5 36.6 27.7 

Others  13 4 17 1.7 2.1 1.8 

Total 777 191 968 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 22: Goan Emigrants by Economic Activity before and after Emigration, 2008  

 

Before Migration After Migration 
Activity 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Employed in Public Sector 15 7 22 15 5 20 

Employed in Private sector 575 75 650 655 107 762 

Self employment 28 1 29 60 4 64 

Unpaid family work 1 3 4 1 0 1 

Agricultural labour 3 0 3 0 0 0 

Labourers in non-agric.sector 7 8 15 9 7 16 

Job seekers 90 22 112 4 0 4 

Job not required 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Students 38 23 61 13 13 26 

Household works 1 36 37 2 43 45 

Pensioners, too old to work 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Others 18 16 34 17 12 29 

Total 777 191 968 777 191 968 

Percent 

Before Migration 
After Migration 

Activity 
Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Employed in Public Sector 1.9 3.7 2.3 1.9 2.6 2.1 

Employed in Private sector 74.0 39.3 67.1 84.3 56.0 78.7 

Self employment 3.6 0.5 3.0 7.7 2.1 6.6 

Unpaid family work 0.1 1.6 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Agricultural labour 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Labourers in non-agric.sector 0.9 4.2 1.5 1.2 3.7 1.7 

Job seekers 11.6 11.5 11.6 0.5 0.0 0.4 

Job not required 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Students 4.9 12.0 6.3 1.7 6.8 2.7 

Household works 0.1 18.8 3.8 0.3 22.5 4.6 

Pensioners, too old to work 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Others 2.3 8.4 3.5 2.2 6.3 3.0 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 23: Goan Emigrants by Year of Emigration, 2008 

 

Year Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Below 1981 86 12 98 11.1 6.3 10.1 

1981-1985 36 5 41 4.6 2.6 4.2 

1986-1990 45 10 55 5.8 5.2 5.7 

1991-1995 77 11 88 9.9 5.8 9.1 

1996-2005 332 100 432 42.7 52.4 44.6 

2006-2008 201 53 254 25.9 27.7 26.2 

 Total 777 191 968 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 24: Average Cost of Emigration in Goa, 2008 

 

Item Rs/person 

Recruitment agencies 28296 

Intermediaries 3950 

Passport 1722 

Visa  6130 

Air Ticket 17646 

Emigration Clearance 1124 

Loss due to fraud  3041 

Average cost 61911 
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Table 25: Sources of Financing Emigration in Goa, 2008 

 

Source Male Female Total Male Female Total 

From other members of family 262 46 308 33.7 24.1 31.8 

Personal Savings 310 53 363 39.9 27.7 37.5 

Parents savings 361 83 444 46.5 43.5 45.9 

Borrowing from friends/relatives 318 81 399 40.9 42.4 41.2 

Loans from Moneylenders 77 14 91 9.9 7.3 9.4 

Loans from Bank 80 9 89 10.3 4.7 9.2 

Sale/Mortgage of Landed property 11 5 16 1.4 2.6 1.7 

Sale/Pledging of financial assets 6 2 8 0.8 1.0 0.8 

Sale/pledging of ornaments  30 7 37 3.9 3.7 3.8 

Jewellery 32 5 37 4.1 2.6 3.8 

Government assistance 5 1 6 0.6 0.5 0.6 

Others 2 1 3 0.3 0.5 0.3 

 

 

Table 26: Percent of Households Receiving Remittances  by Taluk, Goa, 2008 
  

Districts and Taluks 
% HHs  Receiving  

Remittances 

Pernem 1.5 

Bardez 8.5 

Tiswadi 8.2 

Bicholim 0.3 

Satan 0.0 

Ponda 1.7 

North Goa 5.3 

Mormugao  3.2 

Salcete 17.0 

Quepem  9.7 

Sanguem  5.7 

Canacona  7.4 

South Goa 10.8 

Goa 7.8 
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Table 27: Non-Resident Indian deposits in Goa Banks, 2004-08 
 

Year Rs in Lakhs 

2004 136,993 

2005 149,510 

2006 157,295 

2007 169,839 

2008 181,608 

 
Source: Compiled on the basis of data provided by nine banks from Goa.  
They are:State Bank of India, United Bank of India, Punjab National Bank, Bank of 
Mahrashtra, Corporation Bank, Indian Overseas Bank, Bank of Baroda, Canara Bank 
and Union Bank. 

 

 

Table 28: Use of Remittances by Goan Emigrant Households, 2008 

 

Use of Remittances Male Female Total Male Female Total 

For day-to-day household expenses 420 101 521 54.1 52.9 53.8 

Education of children 161 15 176 20.7 7.9 18.2 

To repay debts 131 21 152 16.9 11.0 15.7 

To purchase land 25 6 31 3.2 3.1 3.2 

Dowry payment of relatives 12 2 14 1.5 1.0 1.4 

To build/purchase new  house/renovation of old 
house 

63 16 79 8.1 8.4 8.2 

To embark new business/enlarging the existing one 11 5 16 1.4 2.6 1.7 

To maintain agricultural land 25 2 27 3.2 1.0 2.8 

Deposited Bank 134 51 185 17.2 26.7 19.1 

Others 12 5 17 1.5 2.6 1.8 
Note: Total will not add to 100 due to multiple responses by the emigrant households. 
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Table 29: Annual Income at the Place of Destination as Reported by the Return 

Emigrants in Goa, 2008 

 

Annual Income Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Less than Rs.50,000 43 7 50 36.1 46.7 37.3 

Rs.50001 to 100000 32 3 35 26. 9 20.0 26.1 

Rs.100001 to 150000 15 1 16 12.6 6. 7 11.9 

Rs.150001 to 200000 10 2 12 8.4 13.3 9.0 

Rs.200001 to 250000 4 0 4 3.4 0.0 3.0 

Rs.250001 and above 15 2 17 12.6 13.3 12.7 

Total 119 15 134 100.0 100.00 100.00 

 

 

Table 30: Source of Migration Opportunities as Reported by the 

Return Emigrants in Goa, 2008 

 

Sources Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Advertisement in Newspaper &  
in Mass media 

36 9 45 20.7 22.5 21.0 

Friends and relatives 84 22 106 48.3 55.0 49.5 

Recruitment agencies 24 5 29 13.8 12.5 13.6 

Emigrants 12 1 13 6.9 2.5 6.1 

Foreign employment agents 7 1 8 4.0 2.5 3.7 

Individual agents 8 2 10 4.6 5.0 4.7 

Others 3 0 3 1.7 0.0 1.4 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 31: Status in the Household at the time of their Migration as reported by the 

Return Emigrants in Goa, 2008  

 

Status Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Head  66 14 80 37.9 35.0 37.4 

Earning Dependent 98 14 112 56.3 35.0 52.3 

Non-earning dependent 10 12 22 5.7 30.0 10.3 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 32: Channels of Emigration as Reported by the Return Migrants in Goa, 2008 

 

Channels Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Direct Application 24 4 28 13.8 10.0 13.1 

Government Agencies 9 2 11 5.2 5.0 5.1 

Licensed Recruitment Agencies 48 15 63 27.6 37.5 29.4 

Unlicensed Recruitment Agencies 28 4 32 16.1 10.0 15.0 

Relatives 35 9 44 20.1 22.5 20.6 

Friends 14 1 15 8.0 2.5 7.0 

Individual Agents 8 2 10 4.6 5.0 4.7 

Others 8 3 11 4.6 7.5 5.1 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 33: Type of Visa Used at the time of Migration as Reported by the Return 

Migrants in Goa, 2008 

 

Visa Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Employment Visa 151 35 186 86.8 87.5 86.9 

Visit Visa 13 4 17 7.5 10.0 7.9 

Tourist Visa 4 1 5 2.3 2.5 2.3 

Pilgrimage Visa 4 0 4 2.3 0.0 1.9 

Other Visas 2 0 2 1.1 0.0 0.9 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 34: Language of the Contract Signed at the time of Emigration as Reported 

by the Return Migrants in Goa, 2008 

 

Language  
Male Female Total Male Female Total 

English 74 16 90 72.5 72.7 72.6 

Arabic 3 0 3 2.9 0.0 2.4 

English and Arabic 15 5 20 14.7 22.7 16.1 

Other Languages 3 0 3 2.9 0.0 2.4 

Do not Know 7 1 8 6.9 4.5 6.5 

Total 102 22 124 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 35: Free Accommodation and Food Provided by the Employer at the 

Countries of Destination as Stated by the Return Emigrants, 2008 

 

Accommodation & Food Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Accommodation only  34 5 39 19.5 12.5 18.2 

Food only  25 5 30 14.4 12.5 14.0 

Accommodation and food 64 18 82 36.8 45.0 38.3 

None 51 12 63 29.3 30.0 29.4 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 36: Problems and Issues faced at the Countries of Destination as  

Reported by the Return Migrants in Goa, 2008 

 

 

 

Problems and Issues  Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Per cent of Return Emigrants received the same job as the one 
promised at the time of recruitment in Goa 

143 37 180 82.2 92.5 84.1 

Percent of Return Migrants signed a new contract in the 
countries of destination 

80 14 94 46.0 35.0 43.9 

Per cent of Return Emigrants who Kept their passport and 
other documents with them at the countries of destination 

78 23 101 44.8 57.5 47.2 

Per cent of return emigrants reported that the working 
conditions  agreeable to them 

130 34 164 74.7 85.0 76.6 

Per cent of return emigrants who shared accommodation with 
others in the countries of destination 

57 13 70 32.8 32.5 32.7 

Per cent of return emigrants satisfied with their 
accommodation in the countries of destination 

86 23 109 49.4 57.5 50.9 

Per cent of return emigrants who felt the quality of food 
offered passable at the countries of destination 

82 23 105 47.1 57.5 49.1 

Per cent of return emigrants who were permitted to practice 
their religious practices at the countries of destination 

87 30 117 50.0 75.0 54.7 

Per cent of return emigrants reported that they had facilities to 
observe religious practices at the place of their stay 

56 16 72 32.2 40.0 33.6 

Per cent of return emigrants who accompanied with their 
spouse 

12 8 20 6.9 20.0 9.3 

Per cent of return emigrants whose spouse employed at the 
destination 

7 8 15 4.0 20.0 7.0 

Per cent of return emigrants who reported their arrival at the 
Indian Embassy in the destination? 

79 21 100 45.4 52.5 46.7 

Per cent of return emigrants approached the Indian Embassy 
with any problem/ complaint at the destination 

7 3 10 4.0 7.5 4.7 
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Table 37: Management of Households During their Absence as Reported by the 

Return Emigrants in Goa, 2008 

 

  Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Spouse 49 10 59 28.2 25.0 27.6 

Parents 113 16 129 64.9 40.0 60.3 

Siblings 3 1 4 1.7 2.5 1.9 

Children 1 1 2 0.6 2.5 0.9 

In-laws 2 4 6 1.1 10.0 2.8 

Others 6 8 14 3.4 20.0 6.5 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 38: Mode of Sending Remittances to Goa as Reported by the Return 

Emigrants, 2008 

 

  Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Main transfer 23 8 31 13.2 20.0 14.5 

Bank deposits 128 26 154 73.6 65.0 72.0 

Friends and relatives 13 1 14 7.5 2.5 6.5 

During Home visits 8 1 9 4.6 2.5 4.2 

Hawala 1 0 1 0.6 0.0 0.5 

Others 1 4 5 0.6 10.0 2.3 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 39: Problems Faced by Households during their Absence as Reported by the 

Return Emigrants in Goa, 2008 

 

 

 

 
Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Prolonged illness 32 5 37 18.4 12.5 17.3 

Death of family members 24 5 29 13.8 12.5 13.6 

Loss of assets 22 7 29 12.6 17.5 13.6 

Threats to personal safety 14 2 16 8.0 5.0 7.5 

Litigation 12 4 16 6.9 10.0 7.5 

Poverty/deprivation 16 4 20 9.2 10.0 9.3 

Children’s behavioral issues 18 5 23 10.3 12.5 10.7 

Others 6 1 7 3.4 2.5 3.3 
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Table 40: Monthly Income, Living Expenses, Home remittances and Savings at the 

Countries of Destination as Reported by the Return Emigrants in Goa, 2008 

Income Monthly Income 

 Males Females Total Males Females Total 

Less than Rs.5000 8 3 11 8 15.8 9.2 

Rs.5001 to 10000 17 5 22 17 26.3 18.5 

Rs.10001 to 15000 13 2 15 13 10.5 12.6 

Rs.15001 to 20000 15 4 19 15 21.1 16 

Rs.20001 to 25000 15 2 17 15 10.5 14.3 

Rs.25001 and above 32 3 35 32 15.8 29.4 

Total 100 19 119 100 100 100 

Average per Person                                      Rs. 21176 

Living Expenses Monthly Living Expenses 

Less than Rs.5000 58 9 67 62.4 64.3 62.6 

Rs.5001 to 10000 25 3 28 26.9 21.4 26.2 

Rs.10001 to 15000 5 2 7 5.4 14.3 6.5 

Rs.15001 to 20000 4 0 4 4.3 0 3.7 

Rs.20001 to 25000 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rs.25001 and above 1 0 1 1.1 0 0.9 

Total 93 14 107 100 100 100 

Average per Person                                             Rs. 5771 

Home remittances Monthly Home Remittances 

Less than Rs.5000 34 7 41 34 36.8 34.5 

Rs.5001 to 10000 28 7 35 28 36.8 29.4 

Rs.10001 to 15000 17 2 19 17 10.5 16 

Rs.15001 to 20000 14 1 15 14 5.3 12.6 

Rs.20001 to 25000 3 2 5 3 10.5 4.2 

Rs.25001 and above 4 0 4 4 0 3.4 

Total 100 19 119 100 100 100 

Average per Person                                               Rs. 10830 

Savings Monthly savings 

Less than Rs.5000 36 9 45 55.4 81.8 59.2 

Rs.5001 to 10000 15 1 16 23.1 9.1 21.1 

Rs.10001 to 15000 8 1 9 12.3 9.1 11.8 

Rs.15001 to 20000 3 0 3 4.6 0 3.9 

Rs.20001 to 25000 2 0 2 3.1 0 2.6 

Rs.25001 and above 1 0 1 1.5 0 1.3 

Total 65 11 76 100 100 100 

Average per Person                                         Rs.4574 
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Table 41: Reasons for Return as Reported by the Return Emigrants 

 in Goa, 2008 

 

Reasons for Return Males Females Total Males Females Total 

Expiry of contract 70 14 84 40.2 35.0 39.3 

Compulsory 
expatriation 

10 2 12 5.7 5.0 5.6 

Low wages 22 1 23 12.6 2.5 10.7 

Ill-health 18 2 20 10.3 5.0 9.3 

Problems at home 18 15 33 10.3 37.5 15.4 

Poor working 
conditions 

8 2 10 4.6 5.0 4.7 

Harsh behavior of 
employer 

6 2 8 3.4 5.0 3.7 

Hostile climate 2 0 2 1.1 0.0 0.9 

Others 20 2 22 11.5 5.0 10.3 

Total 174 40 214 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 42: Skills acquired from Work Abroad as Stated by the Return Emigrants in 

Goa, 2008 

 

Skills Acquired from Work Abroad Male female Total Male female Total 

Technical skill 76 8 84 43.7 20.0 39.3 

Managerial / Supervisory 51 8 59 29.3 20.0 27.6 

Accounting 39 6 45 22.4 15.0 21.0 

Housekeeping 48 10 58 27.6 25.0 27.1 

Marketing / trading skills 42 6 48 24.1 15.0 22.4 

Navigation skills (driving, sailing etc) 45 2 47 25.9 5.0 22.0 

Leadership/organizational skills  16 6 22 9.2 15.0 10.3 

Financial management skills  28 3 31 16.1 7.5 14.5 

Others (specify) 16 2 18 9.2 5.0 8.4 

Total will not add up to 100 due to multiple responses by the respondents. 
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Table 43: Sector of Employment on their Return as Reported 

 by the Return Emigrants in Goa 

 

Sector of employment Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Agriculture, animal husbandry, fishing, 
mining 

11 0 11 8.7 0.0 8.3 

Manufacturing 13 3 16 10.2 50.0 12.0 

Construction 13 0 13 10.2 0.0 9.8 

Transport 9 0 9 7.1 0.0 6.8 

Trade 16 0 16 12.6 0.0 12.0 

Hotels and Restaurant 36 1 37 28.3 16.7 27.8 

Communication 6 0 6 4.7 0.0 4.5 

Personal services 12 1 13 9.4 16.7 9.8 

Other services 11 1 12 8.7 16.7 9.0 

Total 127 6 133 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

 

Table 44: Investment from the Earning Abroad as Reported by 

 the Return Emigrants in Goa, 2008 

 

Investments Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Agricultural land 7 2 9 4.0 5.0 4.2 

Real estate 4 3 7 2.3 7.5 3.3 

Residential / Non residential buildings 27 7 34 15.5 17.5 15.9 

Transport vehicles 36 2 38 20.7 5.0 17.8 

Education of children 47 8 55 27.0 20.0 25.7 

Medical treatment of family members 58 6 64 33.3 15.0 29.9 

Marriage of sisters / daughters etc 24 1 25 13.8 2.5 11.7 

Business enterprises 13 1 14 7.5 2.5 6.5 

Repayment of debts 40 8 48 23.0 20.0 22.4 

Others (specify) 10 1 11 5.7 2.5 5.1 

Total will not add up to 100 due to multiple responses by the respondents. 
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Table 45: Activity Status of the Return Emigrants Before Emigration, At Countries 

of Destination and on Return 

 

Before emigration Place of Destination On Return 
Activity status 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Employed in Public Sector 8 3 11 8 0 8 6 0 6 

Employed in private sector 122 17 139 139 25 164 68 4 72 

Self employment 12 1 13 7 0 7 52 2 54 

Unpaid family worker 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Agricultural labourer 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Labourers in non-agricultural 
sector 

2 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Job seekers 13 3 16 7 3 10 11 2 13 

Job not required 1 0 1 2 0 2 5 0 5 

Students 7 4 11 2 4 6 0 2 2 

Household duties 0 9 9 1 8 9 0 25 25 

Pensioners and too old to work 1 0 1 3 0 3 26 4 30 

Others 6 3 9 4 0 4 5 1 6 

Total 174 40 214 174 40 214 174 40 214 

Percentage 

Employed in Public Sector 4.6 7.5 5.1 4.6 0.0 3.7 3.4 0.0 2.8 

Employed in private sector 70.1 42.5 65.0 79.9 62.5 76.6 39.1 10.0 33.6 

Self employment 6.9 2.5 6.1 4.0 0.0 3.3 29.9 5.0 25.2 

Unpaid family worker 0.6 0.0 0.5 0.6 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Agricultural labourer 0.6 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Labourers in non-agricultural 
sector 

1.1 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.5 

Job seekers 7.5 7.5 7.5 4.0 7.5 4.7 6.3 5.0 6.1 

Job not required 0.6 0.0 0.5 1.1 0.0 0.9 2.9 0.0 2.3 

Students 4.0 10.0 5.1 1.1 10.0 2.8 0.0 5.0 0.9 

Household duties 0.0 22.5 4.2 0.6 20.0 4.2 0.0 62.5 11.7 

Pensioners and too old to work 0.6 0.0 0.5 1.7 0.0 1.4 14.9 10.0 14.0 

Others 3.4 7.5 4.2 2.3 0.0 1.9 2.9 2.5 2.8 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 46: Reasons for the First Emigration as Stated by the 

 Return Emigrants of Goa, 2008 

 

MALE 

Priority Priority Reasons 

I II III I II III 

Get employment 112 14 13 64.4 8.0 7.5 

Accumulate Savings 34 64 11 19.5 36.8 6.3 

Meet household expenditure 15 47 39 8.6 27.0 22.4 

Marriage of siblings/children 0 11 10 0.0 6.3 5.7 

Construction/purchase of house 6 22 46 3.4 12.6 26.4 

Purchase of Vehicle  0 3 12 0.0 1.7 6.9 

Repay debts 2 8 27 1.1 4.6 15.5 

Experience pleasure of travel 3 2 12 1.7 1.1 6.9 

Others 2 3 4 1.1 1.7 2.3 

Total 174 174 174 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 FEMALE 

Get employment 16 1 5 40.0 2.5 12.5 

Accumulate Savings 7 17 8 17.5 42.5 20.0 

Meet household expenditure 6 7 13 15.0 17.5 32.5 

Marriage of siblings/children 1 1 1 2.5 2.5 2.5 

Construction/purchase of house 2 3 3 5.0 7.5 7.5 

Purchase of Vehicle  0 3 1 0.0 7.5 2.5 

Repay debts 0 2 5 0.0 5.0 12.5 

Experience pleasure of travel 7 3 1 17.5 7.5 2.5 

Others 1 3 3 2.5 7.5 7.5 

Total 40 40 40 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 47: Out Migrants by Sex and States of Residence, 2008 
 

States Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Andhra Pradesh 3 4 7 1.3 3.4 2.0 

Assam 1 0 1 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Bihar 2 0 2 0.9 0.0 0.6 

Chandigarh 0 1 1 0.0 0.8 0.3 

Chattisgarh 1 0 1 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Dadar & Nagar Haveli 1 1 2 0.4 0.8 0.6 

Daman & Diu 4 2 6 1.8 1.7 1.8 

Gujarat 3 0 3 1.3 0.0 0.9 

Haryana 1 0 1 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Jammu & Kashmir 3 0 3 1.3 0.0 0.9 

Jharkhand 0 1 1 0.0 0.8 0.3 

Karnataka 34 28 62 15.2 23.5 18.1 

Kerala 3 5 8 1.3 4.2 2.3 

Lakshadwdeep 1 0 1 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Madhya Pradesh 2 1 3 0.9 0.8 0.9 

Maharashtra 135 61 196 60.5 51.3 57.3 

Manipur 2 1 3 0.9 0.8 0.9 

Nagaland 1 0 1 0.4 0.0 0.3 

New Delhi 11 3 14 4.9 2.5 4.1 

Orissa 1 0 1 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Punjab 3 0 3 1.3 0.0 0.9 

Rajasthan 5 2 7 2.2 1.7 2.0 

Sikkim 1 5 6 0.4 4.2 1.8 

Tamil Nadu 0 2 2 0.0 1.7 0.6 

Uttar Pradesh 1 1 2 0.4 0.8 0.6 

Uttaranchal 1 0 1 0.4 0.0 0.3 

West Bengal 3 1 4 1.3 0.8 1.2 

Total 223 119 342 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

 

 



 156 

Table 48: Out Migrants by Year of Migration from Goa, 2008  

 

Year Male Female Total Male Female Total 

below 1981 7 2 9 3.1 1.7 2.6 

1981-1985 8 3 11 3.6 2.5 3.2 

1986-1990 9 3 12 4.0 2.5 3.5 

1991-1995 11 6 17 4.9 5.0 5.0 

1996-2005 119 60 179 53.4 50.4 52.3 

2006-2009 69 45 114 30.9 37.8 33.3 

Total 223 119 342 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 49: Educational status of Out Migrants from Goa, 2008 

 

Educational status Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Illiterate 7 10 17 3.1 8.4 5.0 

Literate without school education 1 2 3 0.4 1.7 0.877 

Primary not completed 4 4 8 1.8 3.4 2.339 

Primary 13 16 29 5.8 13.4 8.48 

Upper primary upto secondary 36 13 49 16.1 10.9 14.3 

Secondary passed but have not 
degree 

70 24 94 31.4 20.2 27.5 

Degree holders 85 48 133 38.1 40.3 38.9 

Others 7 2 9 3.1 1.7 2.6 

Total 223 119 342 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 50: Activity of Out Migrants Before and After Migration, Goa, 2008  

 

Activity Status Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Public sector 14 5 19 22 8 30 

Employed in Private sector 119 36 155 135 47 182 

Self employment 6 1 7 27 1 28 

Unpaid family work 0 0 0 0 6 6 

Agricultural labour 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Labourers in non-agric.sector 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Job seekers 17 8 25 2 0 2 

Job not required 0 0 0 0 0 0 

students 47 29 76 18 19 37 

Household works 1 32 33 1 32 33 

Pensioners too old to work 1 0 1 1 0 1 

Others 16 8 24 17 6 23 

Total 223 119 342 223 119 342 

Percentage 

Public sector 6.3 4.2 5.6 9.9 6.7 8.8 

Employed in Private sector 53.4 30.3 45.3 60.5 39.5 53.2 

Self employment 2.7 0.8 2.0 12.1 0.8 8.2 

Unpaid family work 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 1.8 

Agricultural labour 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Labourers in non-agric.sector 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Job seekers 7.6 6.7 7.3 0.9 0.0 0.6 

Job not required 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

students 21.1 24.4 22.2 8.1 16.0 10.8 

Household works 0.4 26.9 9.6 0.4 26.9 9.6 

Pensioners too old to work 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.3 

Others 7.2 6.7 7.0 7.6 5.0 6.7 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 51: Return Out migrants by sex and the States to which they Returned, Goa, 

2008 

 

States Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Andhra Pradesh 7 1 8 2.1 1.4 2.0 

Arunanchal Pradesh 2 0 2 0.6 0.0 0.5 

Bihar 6 1 7 1.8 1.4 1.8 

Chandigarh 2 1 3 0.6 1.4 0.8 

Chattisgarh 1 0 1 0.3 0.0 0.3 

Dadar & Nagar Haveli 0 1 1 0.0 1.4 0.3 

Daman & Diu 1 1 2 0.3 1.4 0.5 

Gujarat 16 0 16 4.9 0.0 4.1 

Haryana 4 0 4 1.2 0.0 1.0 

Himachal Pradesh 2 0 2 0.6 0.0 0.5 

Jammu & Kashmir 6 1 7 1.8 1.4 1.8 

Jharkhand 6 0 6 1.8 0.0 1.5 

Karnataka 38 14 52 11.7 20.3 13.2 

Kerala 12 1 13 3.7 1.4 3.3 

Lakshadwdeep 1 0 1 0.3 0.0 0.3 

Madhya Pradesh 10 1 11 3.1 1.4 2.8 

Maharashtra 155 39 194 47.5 56.5 49.1 

Manipur 4 0 4 1.2 0.0 1.0 

Nagaland 0 1 1 0.0 1.4 0.3 

New Delhi 19 1 20 5.8 1.4 5.1 

Orissa 4 1 5 1.2 1.4 1.3 

Others 1 0 1 0.3 0.0 0.3 

Pondicherry 2 1 3 0.6 1.4 0.8 

Rajasthan 11 3 14 3.4 4.3 3.5 

Tamil Nadu 6 0 6 1.8 0.0 1.5 

Uttar Pradesh 3 1 4 0.9 1.4 1.0 

Uttaranchal 1 0 1 0.3 0.0 0.3 

West Bengal 6 0 6 1.8 0.0 1.5 

 Total 326 69 395 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 52: Return Out Migrants Activity Before and After Migration, 2008 

 

Activity Status Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Public sector 12 2 14 47 7 54 

Employed in Private sector 170 23 193 128 16 144 

Self employment 14 2 16 90 8 98 

Unpaid family work 3 3 6 0 1 1 

Agricultural labour 11 0 11 1 0 1 

Labourers in non-
agric.sector 

9 2 11 4 0 4 

Job seekers 44 4 48 7 1 8 

Job not required 0 0 0 1 1 2 

students 46 13 59 9 1 10 

Household works 3 13 16 2 25 27 

Pensioners too old to work 3 0 3 23 5 28 

Others 11 7 18 14 4 18 

Total 326 69 395 326 69 395 

Percentage 

Public sector 3.7 2.9 3.5 14.4 10.1 13.7 

Employed in Private sector 52.1 33.3 48.9 39.3 23.2 36.5 

Self employment 4.3 2.9 4.1 27.6 11.6 24.8 

Unpaid family work 0.9 4.3 1.5 0.0 1.4 0.3 

Agricultural labour 3.4 0.0 2.8 0.3 0.0 0.3 

Labourers in non-
agric.sector 

2.8 2.9 2.8 1.2 0.0 1.0 

Job seekers 13.5 5.8 12.2 2.1 1.4 2.0 

Job not required 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 1.4 0.5 

students 14.1 18.8 14.9 2.8 1.4 2.5 

Household works 0.9 18.8 4.1 0.6 36.2 6.8 

Pensioners too old to work 0.9 0.0 0.8 7.1 7.2 7.1 

Others 3.4 10.1 4.6 4.3 5.8 4.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 53: Women Left Behind, By Religion, Goa, 2008 

 

Religion Percent 

Hindu 23.5 

Christian 70.9 

Muslim 5.2 

Others 0.3 

Total 100.0 

 

 

 

Table 54: Women Left Behind, by Taluks of Residence, Goa, 2008 

 

District & Taluk Percent 

Pernem 0.3 

Bardez 12.7 

Tiswadi 7.8 

Bicholim 0.0 

Satari 0.0 

Ponda 4.2 

North Goa 25.2 

Mormugao  2.6 

Salcete 67.6 

Quepem  0.7 

Sanguem  2.0 

Canacona  2.0 

South Goa 74.8 

Goa 100.0 
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Table 55: Women Left Behind, by Age, Goa, 2008 

 

Age Percent 

20-24 6.2 

25-29 24.5 

30-34 15.7 

35-39 12.1 

40-44 11.1 

45-49 13.7 

50-54 10.5 

55+ 6.3 

Total 100.0 
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Table 56: Women Left Behind, by Educational Attainment, Goa, 2008 

 

 

Education Percent 

Illiterate  2.0 

Literate without schooling 2.9 

Primary not completed 1.0 

Primary  10.1 

Upper Primary 29.1 

Secondary 28.8 

Degree 25.8 

Others 0.3 

Total 100.0 

 

 

Table 57: Women Left Behind, by Sector of Economic Activity, Goa, 2008 

 

Activity Status Percent 

Government 1.3 

Semi-Government 2.6 

Private Sector 10.5 

Self-Employment 1.6 

Unpaid Family Worker 2.0 

Agricultural Labourer 0.3 

Non-agricultural labour 0.3 

Unemployed 1.0 

Household Work 79.7 

Retired 0.3 

Others 0.3 

Total 100.0 

Employment Rate 18.6 

Unemployment Rate 5.0 
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Table 58: Current Age distribution of Women Left 

Behind and Of their husbands, 2008 

 

Age Group Wives Husbands 

Below 24 years 4.3 0.0 

25-29 25.2 4.3 

30-34 13.8 16.0 

35-39 11.7 21.3 

40-44 9.9 9.9 

45-59 15.6 15.2 

50+ 19.5 33.3 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Average age 37.8 43.8 

 
 

Table 59: Duration of Married Life among Women Left behind, Goa, 2008 

 

Marital duration (in years) Percent 

Less than 1 year 7.5 

2-3 15.6 

 4-5 10.3 

6-7 5.3 

8-9 7.4 

10-11 5.0 

12-13 3.9 

14-15  2.8 

15+ 41.8 

Total 100.0 
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Table 60: Emigration Status of Husbands at the time of marriage 

 among women left behind, Goa, 2008 

 

Husband place of residence at the time of Marriage Wives (%) 

In Goa 66.0 

Outside Goa but within India 1.1 

Outside India 33.0 

Total 100.0 

 
 

Table 61: Educational Status of Women Left Behind and their Husbands in 

Comparison to All Women and Men in Goa, 2008 
 

Educational Status Wives 

 (%) 

All women 

(%) 

Husbands  

 (%) 

All men 

(%) 

Illiterate 0.7 13.7 0.0 8.6 

Literate without school education 2.5 6.1 0.7 4.8 

Primary not completed 1.4 12.8 0.0 11.4 

Primary 10.3 16.8 4.6 15.2 

Upper primary to Secondary 28.7 25.6 32.3 29.3 

Secondary passed but have no degree 28.7 14.1 28.7 17.2 

Degree holders 27.3 10.0 32.6 12.0 

Others 0.4 0.9 1.1 1.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 62: Occupational Status of Women Left Behind and their Husbands in 

Comparison to All Women and Men in Goa, 2008 

 
 

Education Status 
Wives 

 (%) 

All women 

(%) 

Husbands 

(%) 

All men 

(%) 

Employed in State/Central 
Government 

1.1 2.3 0.0 8.4 

Employed in Semi-government 
and local bodies 

1.4 1.6 0.7 2.7 

Employed in Private Sector 7.4 11.8 87.6 30.4 

Self Employment 1.4 2.2 10.3 10.1 

Unpaid family worker 2.1 1.9 0.0 1.0 

Agricultural labourer 0.4 2.2 0.0 3.4 

Non-agricultural Labourers 0.4 1.4 0.4 3.3 

Seeking Employment 0.7 3.5 0.4 4.6 

Not Seeking Employment 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.5 

Students 0.0 18.1 0.0 19.0 

Household duties 85.1 45.0 0.0 2.7 

Pensioners and people who are 
too old to work 

0.0 5.3 0.0 8.3 

Others 0.0 4.5 0.7 5.7 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Table 63:  Visits by Husbands of the Wives Left Behind and 

Visits by Wives to Husband’s Countries of Destination, Goa , 2008 

 
 

Number of visits home by emigrating husbands Percent 

Never 30.9 

1 visit 13.5 

2 visits 10.6 

3 visits 7.4 

4 visits 5.0 

5+ visits 32.6 

Number of Visits to Husbands by women left behind Percent 

Never 81.2 

1 visits 14.2 

2 visits 4.6 

Duration of Stay Percent 

One week 24.5 

8 days to one month 28.3 

1-3 months 15.1 

4 months to one year 24.5 

More than one year 7.5 
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Table 64: Means and Duration of Communication Between  

Husbands and the Wives left behind, Goa, 2008 

 

Means of communication 

Letters 6.3 

Land phone/cell phone 73.9 

Email 7.4 

Webcam 9.9 

More than one mode 2.6 

TOTAL 100.0 

Frequency of receiving communication from husband 

Daily 16.9 

At least once in a week 43.4 

At least once in two weeks 13.2 

At least once in a month 19.1 

Occasionally 7.4 

TOTAL 100.0 

Frequency of sending communication to husband 

Daily 4.8 

At least once in a week 20.2 

At least once in two weeks 7.7 

At least once in a month 12.9 

Occasionally 54.4 

Total  100.0 
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Table 65: Remittances - Modes of transfer and control over remittances 

as Reported by Wives left behind, Goa 2008 

 

Annual remittances received by women left behind Percent 

Less than Rs.50,000 81.0 

Rs.50001 to 100000 15.9 

Rs.100001 to 150000 1.1 

Rs.150001 and above  to 200000 2.1 

Mode of Transfer  

Through Banks directly 43.6 

Through Banks indirectly by Cheques and drafts 32.6 

Through other financial institutions 15.6 

Through relatives and friends coming on home leave 5.7 

Others 2.5 

Money transfers In whose name  

Wife’s name 86.5 

Husband’s Parent’s Name 11.0 

Husband’s brother’s name 1.8 

Wife’s parents name 0.7 

Control of remittances by women left behind  

Full control 71.3 

Partial control only 20.6 

No control 8.2 

 
Table 66: Income and assets of Wives Left Behind, Goa, 2008 

 

Landed  property owned Wives (percent) 

In their name 18.8 

Jointly with husband 21.6 

Jointly with other members of the household  3.5 

No landed property owned 56.0 

Type of property owned 

Land 46.0 

House 47.6 

Others 6.5 
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Table 67: Sources and Uses of Income  

received by the Wives Left Behind, Goa, 2008 

 

Source of Income 

No independent source reported 8.5 

Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 0.0 

Enterprise 0.0 

Salary/wage 2.1 

Rent 3.9 

Interest/dividend 4.3 

Remittances 65.6 

Other sources 7.8 

More than one source 7.8 

Utilization of Income 

Saving 29.4 

Expenditure to meet emergencies 11.3 

Day to day household expenses 46.5 

Purchase of consumer durables 10.6 

Purchase of ornaments 0.7 

Others 1.4 

 
 

Table 68: Autonomy among Wives Left Behind, Goa, 2008 
 

Decisions taken on Own Husband Parents In-laws Others TOTAL 

Day to day household expenses 81.6 9.9 1.1 7.1 0.4 100.0 

Purchase of apparel -sari or chapel 81.2 13.8 0.4 4.3 0.4 100.0 

Purchase of clothes for children 83.4 11.9 0.5 2.6 1.6 100.0 

Arranging medical treatment for 
children 

87.6 7.3 1.0 3.6 0.5 100.0 

Social visits 54.6 35.8 1.8 7.1 0.7 100.0 
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Table 69: Nature of Problems faced by the Wives Left Behind in Goa, 2008. 
 

Problems Wives below 30 years Wives above 30years All wives 

Loneliness 32.0 27.8 28.9 

Burden of Added Responsibility 23.3 23.3 23.3 

Insecurity 16.5 14.6 15.0 

Health care of parents/in-laws 10.7 7.1 8.0 

Bringing up children 6.8 12.9 11.4 

Financial problems 8.7 12.0 11.2 

Others 1.9 2.3 2.2 

 
 

 

 

 

Table 70: Problems Confronted in bringing up Children by 

 Wives left behind, 2008 

 

Problem Wives below 30 years Wives above 30years All Wives 

Disobedience 20.0 23.2 22.9 

Misbehavior 20.0 31.3 30.3 

Stubbornness 10.0 11.1 11.0 

Lack of interest in studies 10.0 21.2 20.2 

Money mishandling 10.0 6.1 6.4 

Others 30.0 7.1 9.2 
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Table 71: Tension With in the Family Reported by the Wives Left Behind 

 

Nature of relationship with in-laws Wives (%) 

Excellent 19.5 

Normal 37.6 

Strained 42.9 

If strained, what is the main reason? 

Financial issues 45.5 

Disciplining of children 9.9 

Typical in-law problem 11.6 

Misunderstanding 13.2 

Others 19.8 

 
 

 

Table 72: Handing Emergency Health Care Situation as Reported by  

the Women Left Behind, 2008 

 

For urgent to hospital, who does it 

Myself 65.6 

My parents 19.5 

My in-laws 7.4 

Other members 7.4 

 
 
Table 73: Satisfaction and Dissatisfaction with Life as Expressed by the Wives Left 

Behind in Goa, 2008 

 

Extremely satisfied 27.3 

Very satisfied 29.4 

Satisfied 18.1 

Neutral 18.4 

Dissatisfied 2.5 

Very dissatisfied 0.7 

Extremely dissatisfied 3.5 
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Table 74: Positive and Negative Experiences of  

Wives Left Behind in Goa, 2008 

 

Good experiences Wives Bad experiences Wives 

Financial benefits 79.8 Loneliness and isolation 73.8 

Could construct a house 3.5 Heavy responsibilities 8.5 

Bought gold ornaments 3.5 Worries about the future/studies of children 2.8 

Purchased land 2.5 Outstanding debts and disposal of property 3.2 

Improved standing with relatives 4.3 Insecurity 3.5 

Helped relatives and friends 2.5 Children’s health problems 0.4 

Cleared prior debts 1.8 Anxiety and fear 1.8 

Better life style 2.1 Disarray in household matters 6.0 

 
 
 
 
Table 75: Average cost of Out Patient Treatment as Reported by Elderly Living in 

Migrant and Non-migrant Households, Goa, 2008 

 

 
Non migrant 

Households 

Migrant 

Households 
average 

Doctors fee/consultation charges 402.2 1126.9 487.4 

Cost of diagnostic tests 1946.9 1757.1 1927.3 

cost of medicine 1090 2820.6 1320.7 

Travel cost 691 764 700.4 

Other costs 1649.3 1305 1612.4 

Total cost 2997 4955 3240.1 
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Table 76: Average Cost for Hospitalization as Reported by Elderly Living in 

Migrant and Non-migrant Households, 2008 

 

 

  
Non migrant 

Households 

Migrant 

Households 
Average 

Doctors fee/consultation charges 2702 2507 2659.4 

Diagnostic tests 3636.4 6830 4444.9 

Medicines 5961.4 6520 6090.7 

Room rent, food etc 2142 6187 3288.8 

Travel cost 1293.7 1668.4 1380.5 

Other costs 10716.2 18613.46 12399.2 

Total cost 21432 37227 24798.4 
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Appendix V Questionnaire, Goa Migration Study 

(Attached as a separate file)
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Footnotes 
 
i International migration or emigration is the process of leaving a country or region with the objective of 
settling temporarily or definitively in another country.    
ii Frederick (FN) Noronha, Goanet-News, 24-08-2008. 
iii The Anglo-Lusitano, “Emigration Committee’s Report”, Bombay, November 25, 1933. p. 10. 
iv Cunha, J., 226. 
v Ibid. 
vi Mascarenhas-Keys, “Death Notices” , 84, 91-92.   
vii Malheiros, 129-30. 
viii Mascarenhas-Keyes, Souvenir: International Goan Convention ’88, 16-20. 
ix Cunha, J., 231. 
x Mendonça. 
xi Costa, Preface. 
xii Mascarenhas-Keyes,  Goans in London, 12. In 1929, literacy reached 15%. Cunha, J., 242. 
xiii That system was abolished in 1915. Zachariah, 50. The average term of an indentured contract was three 
years in 1867. The system flourished in Tamil Nadu and to some less extent in Kerala from the caste of 
untouchables. Ibid., 53. 
xiv The Anglo-Lusitano, “Goan Emigration, Scope in Angola and Mozambique”, February 2, 1952, p. 1. 
xv Souvenir, International, 16-20. 
xvi Cunha, J., 227. 
xvii Ibid., 228. 
xviii Ibid., 166. 
xix Ibid., 19-20. 
xx Ibid., 233.  
xxi Bombay, 18.6.1929. 
xxii Cunha, J., 199, 201. 
xxiii Ibid., 26. 
xxiv Mascarenhas-Keyes, Goans in London. Ruth de Souza ,“Goans in New Zealand, Goa and Around the 
World”. 
xxv Pinto, 75. 
xxvi Cunha, T., 39.  
xxvii Gracias, 123-24. 
xxviii Ibid., 126. 
xxix Ibid. 
xxx Souza, 133. 
xxxi Costa. Goans became doctors, veterinaries, professors, engineers, architects lawyers, magistrates, 
occupied positions in the army and navy, air force  and government offices, in business, hotels, insurance 
companies; they became  musicians, artists, painters, sportspersons, formed orchestras, etc. 
xxxii Mascarenhas-Keyes, “Death Notices”, 91-92. 
xxxiii Pinto, Preface. 
xxxiv Mascarenhas-Keys, Goans in London, 12. 
xxxv Ibid.  
xxxvi Souza, 150.  
xxxvii Relatório, 2-3.  
xxxviii The Anglo-Lusitano, “Os Emigrantes: Haja Industrialização”, Feb. 11, 1933, p. 4. 
xxxix Ibid., “Emigrants’ Problems”, March 11, 1933,  p. 5. 
xl Souza, 145. 
xli Pinto, 19. 
xlii Costa, 115. 
xliii Pinto, 19. 
xliv Relatório, 6. 
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xlv Souza, 147. 
xlvi Ibid., 145. 
xlvii Costa, 113. 
xlviii Larsen,  267-68. 
xlix The Anglo- Lusitano “Unemployment among Goans”, 1933, p. 12. 
l Ibid., “A Crise Economica de Goa”, Oct 21, 1933, p. 4. 
li The Anglo-Portuguese Treaty of 1878 made Goa more dependent on British India.  
lii Comissão. 
liii Souza, 153. 
liv Souvenir, International, 84. 
lv Haward, 299. 
lvi Souvenir, International, 84. 
lvii Ezdani. 
lviii Ibid. 
lix Ibid. 
lx Costa, 171-73. 
lxi Mascarenhas-Keyes, Goans in London, 12. 
lxii Albuquerque, 39. 
lxiii Ibid., 13. 
lxiv Ibid. 
lxv The Anglo-Lusitano, “The World that Goans Built”, p. 2, July 12, 1952, p. 2. 
lxvi Mascarenhas-Keyes, Goans in London, 13. 
lxvii Ibid. 
lxviii Gracias, 125. 
lxix The Anglo-Lusitano, “Emigrants’ Problems”, March 11, 1933,  p. 5.  
lxx In the seventeenth century the Portuguese government leased in the region of Zambezi large tracts of 
land for cultivation to  the colonizers many of them Indians for a period of three generations as a measure 
to assist the Portuguese in asserting their sovereignty in the colony. The system disappeared by the end of 
the nineteenth century. 
lxxi Costa, 171-73. 
lxxii Relatório, 268. 
lxxiii Malheiros, 128-29. 
lxxiv  Ibid., 163, 167. 
lxxv Navhind Times, Panaji, June 5, 2008, Panaji,  “Eduardo’s Mozambique visit aimed at boosting 
relations”, p. 5; Herald, Panaji, June 6, 2008, p. 4. 
lxxvi Mascarenhas-Keyes, Goans in London, 13. 
lxxvii Souvenir, Fiftieth. 
lxxviii The Anglo-Lusitano, Oct.  4, 1952, p. 6. Norman Godinho who arrived in Uganda in 1906 rose to be 
one of the biggest landlords in Kampala. He was the owner of several buildings and played an important 
part in the building of modern Kampala. Souvenir, Fiftieth.  
lxxix Adolfo Mascarenhas “Goans in Tanzania Today” a talk delivered at the Xavier Centre of Historical 
Research, April 30, 2008. 
lxxx Costa, 190.  
lxxxi Herald, Panaji, June 6, 2008, p. 4. 
lxxxii The millionaires Dr M F Albuquerque and Dr Eugene Menezes. 
lxxxiii Albuquerque, 19. 
lxxxiv Balthazar D’Souza a Goan and M. F. Albuquerque respectively. 
lxxxv The Anglo-Lusitano, “The Goans in Zanzibar”, Jan. 18, 1933, p. 6.  
lxxxvi Ibid., “The Entebbe Goans Institute Governor’s Visit”, Aug. 23, 2008, p.2.  
lxxxvii Mascarenhas-Keyes,  Goans in London, 21. 
lxxxviii Mascarenhas-Keyes, “Death Notices”, 89. 
lxxxix Mascarenhas-Keyes, Goans in London, 18. 
xc Ibid. 
xci Costa, 85. 
xcii Malheiros, 132. 
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xciv Ibid., 140-41. 
xcv Mascarenhas-Keyes, Goans in London. 
xcvi The Goan Review, “US itself has abut 5000 Goan families”, March-April 1998, p. 50. 
xcvii Zachariah,  64. 
xcviii Wagle.      
xcix Wagle. 
c Souvenir: International. Reunion of Goans from across the world. 
ci Costa, 187. 
cii Ibid., 188-89. 
ciii Goa Today, 10. 
civ The Navhind Times, “Money factor still luring Goans Abroad” by Minoo Fernandes, Panaji, January 25, 
2008, p. 1. 
cv The Anglo-Lusitano, “Census of Portuguese India”, March 22, 1951,  p. 1. 
cvi Metahistory, 239.  63.765 natives of Portuguese India were registered in British India.  
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